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BIRTHS. 

At No}, Sans Souci Terrace, Bubbling 

Well Road, Shanghai, on the 26th inst., the 
wife of R. E. Toxo, of a daughter. 

At 5, Hongkong Road, Shanghai, on the 

‘26th instant, the wife of Cuartes DowDat, 


of a son, 
MARRIAGES. 

On Christmas Day, 1897, at the Cathedral, 
Shanghai, by the Rev. H.C. Hodges a. 
Envest Fraxcts Geove, st.a., of Wuchang, 
to Savis, eldest daughtor of the Rev. John 
8, Stuox, Bristol, Eugland, 

On the 25th of December, at the Cathedral, 
Shanghai, by the Rev. H. C. Hodges, 21. 
the Rev. Gzonox L. Pun.ax, of Hankow, to 
Ewuias, only daaghter of C. 3, Werte, 
Harrogate, England. 


DHATHS, 

At Choup'ing, Shantaog, on the 3rd 
December, Nona Donorurr, danghter of the 
Rev. Frank and Mra. Hansox, English 
Baptist Mission. 

‘At Newchwang, on the 20th of December, 
1897, James Fistay Ganurartn, of Glasgow. 
aged 24 years (Acting Agent of The American 

‘rading Co., Newehwang). 


PASSENGERS. 
Derantep. 
Por str. Kobe Maru, for 


B. Minohara, Sf. Goldman, T. Kojo, 
u-lai, A. B.’and L. Rosenteld, and 
illiams.” “For Kobe—Messra. T. Kato, 
V. Gottwald, H. Ito, and H. Dazai. For 
Yokohama—Messrs. A. Gerstacker, and A. 
Philippot. For Seattle—Afr. Geo. Williams, 

str. Laos, for Kobe—Col. Mamio, Mr. 
Mikimoto, and Capt. Kadikawa, 

Per str. Kiangyung, for Nanking — Mr. 
Perkins. 

Per str. Fungshun, for Wenchow—Biaster 
J. Compton. 

Per str. Pekin, for Hankow—Mrs. Dimtrev- 
sky, 2 children’ and governess. For Wabu 
—Misves Kuhl, Snyder, Cunningham, ‘and 
Ingleman. For Ichang—Me. Rankio. 

"er str. Wenchow, for Chefoo—Rev. and 
Mrs. Smyth, and Mr. A. E. Greening. 

Per str. Kiangyung, for Hankow—Br. G. 
Cameron. 

Per ste. Yungehing, for Amoy— Dr. and 
Mis. Anderson. 




























Amriven. 

Per str. Laos, from Marseilles—Mr., Mrs. 
and Miss Wheelock, Messrs. Poirson, and 
Bembeim. From Port Said—Mr. and Mra. 
Haimovitch, From Saigon — Mr. Rigollot. 
From Hongkong—Mr. and Sirs. Remosat, 
Mra. Sanger, Mesars. E. Inglis, A. Middleton, 
J; Homatog, and 6. Dall 

er str. "hina, from Vancouver, 
ete—Mr. and Mre, Starmann and child, Mrs, 
Stott, Miss Stayner,-Dr. and Mre, Ewan, Mr, 








ComaeuotaL Intenuicesce avy Wess. 
Somstane— 


Market Report 
Exchange Quotations 
Share Qnotations, ete. 


ee 
Miscellaneous Entelligence, 








LATEST MAIL DATES. i 










England :,5..Nov. 28) Hankow......Dec, 27 
San Francisco -,;" 27| Yokohama... ,, 22 
Hongkong ..Dsc: 27 | Nagasaki... -;, 26 

22| Foochow..... 4, 22 


Tientain 





and Mrs. Barretto, Mr. and Mrs. G. B. Dod- 
well, Messrs, J. G. Butland, S. M. Clarkson, 
E. L. Mondon, A. G. Brown, and W. J. 
Blackhall. 








«| Per str. Saikio Maru, from Japan, ete.— 
Messrs. A, E. and L. Kaho, S, §. Barf, J. 
Stafford Ransome, N. it. Vanderlip, Heruzee, 
Gregorieff, Fajiecoto, Y. Tanaka, Mayeds, S. 









‘Yaoagawa, B. and 31. 
and Rinyei, and Rev. A. G: Shorrock. 

Per str. Empress of Japan, from Hongkon; 
Mrs. L: Thompson and child, Messre. FI 
Coney, and J. Cruikshank. 

Per str. Afeifoo, from Hongkong—Mr, Mor- 
ton. 





to, Imanish, Yow, | 


Per str. Loongmoon, from Hongkong—Mr 
F. Flubec. 
Ett 8% Wingsang, trom Hongkong—Me. 


Per str. Fushun, from Hongkong — Miss 
Banker. 
Per ste. Ghingwo, from Hongkong — Mrs 


-| Carlson. 


Per str. Canton, from Hongkong, Swatow 
and Amoy—Mrs. Smith. 

Per str. Glengyle, frou Hongkong Me. and 
Mrs. Warren and 3 children, Misses (Watson, 
E. White, and G. Semins. 

‘Per str. Sagami Maru, fom Hongkong— 
Mr. M. Leroy. 

Per str. Chungking, from Ningpo—Mr. G. 
Hinton, and Rev. Godson. 

Per str. Pechili, from Chefoo—Messrs. C, 
de Pommeray, ‘Mergens, and Dickinson. 

Per str. Fooksang, from Foochow — Dr, 
Schumacker, 

_Beratr. Tatung, from Hankow—Mr. Gar- 
ier. 

Per até. Kiang/oo, from Haukow—Messrs, 
Stubbe, and Lemke 

Per str. Newehwang, from Swatow—Mrs, 
Brodie and family. 

Per str, Paokua, from Hankow—Mr. G, 











Ber ste, Kiangteen, from Ningpo—Mr, and 
Mrs. Salquist, “Mr. and Mrs. Vela, Mrs, 
Edk . "Vang, Messrs, (3) Mot 
Mu-Tah-thun. 

Per str, Tehhsing, from Hankow Mr. H. 
Schultz. 

Por str. Kiangy, from Hankow — Mr. 
Christi 

Per str. Pekin, from Hankow—Miss Stiller 
Mrs. Sparke, Dr. Glendeuning, and M 
Everall. 

Per str. Wenchow, from Swatow—16 Chi- 
nese. 

Per str. Kiangteen, from Niogpo—Messrs. 
Hayashi, Cornish, and Hearson. 

Per str. Yuemeo, from Hankow—Messra, J. 
J. Bell-Irving. 4. Paterson, and C. J. Ashley. 

Per str. Sual, from Haokow—Father F. 
Fassil. 
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SHANGHAI, FRIDAY, DEC. 31, 1897. 








THE CRISIS IN THE FAR EAST, 
seule 
A rant of the British naval squadron 
in. these waters is now actually at 
Chemulpo, aud we caunot suppose that 
it has gone there merely to make 
a demonstration and come away again, 
If it has gone there to undo some of the 
work that Russia has been doing in 
Corea, a fire may be ‘easily’ lighted 
that diplomacy, whose function it iy to 
postpone recourse to the ultima ratio, 
cannot put out. ‘I'hat Russia has given 
‘England aud Japan good grounds for 
interference cannot be questioned. 
She has acted entirely in  cou- 
travention of ‘the spirit, if not of 








ithe letter, of ner understandings’ with 
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Great Britaiit’ and” Japan ; and 
the expulsion of: Mr: Melieayy. B 
from the Corean Finance Department, 
she gave England an‘entirely unpro- 
voked slap in the face; unprovoked, 
because Mr. Brown has carried on his 
work in the single interest of Cores, 
without any partiality for, his native 
or any other conutry. -If there had 
been. any truth in, Russia’s profes- 
sion of a desire to see Corea strong 
and independent, she would have 
left Me’ MeLeavy. Brown’ -where::he 
was, doing such good work. If Great 
Britain and Japan have decided ‘that 
they will isot see Coren become a Rus- 
sian province, the time to interfere, by 
force if necessary, lins come, 

Lord Salisbury las now an oppor 
tunity, to interfere in. China, which we 
trust he will not again. throw away, 
as he has once done, China” must 
have money; if she cai get money’ 
she way tide throvglr her. - present 
difficulties, and may be able to 
preserve her iutegrity, a little dog’s- 
enred -at the corners, perhaps, but 
still substantially whole. She can get 
that money to-morrow, if Great Britain 
will guarantee the principal aud interest, 
at arate which would be a comparatively 
light burden : and Great Britain, if China 
acvepted her guarantee, would épso facto 
ugsume the moral protectorate of China, 
and those who might want to despoil the 
eighteen provinces, would have to reckon 
with Great Britain.’ It° would be a 
protectorate that could uot give offence 
to or interfere with, any. Power whose 
designs in the Far East were just and 
above-buard, nor would it injure or impair 
any one's commercial relations, ‘The 
burden of the guarantee is one that Great 
Britain could ensily benr, as was pointed 
out to Lord Salisbury suine months ago, 
and it would pay her handsomely in the 
end. It is not our interest to see 
Chita partitioned, even if we get the 
valley of the Yangtze as our share ; 
we would rather see the whole of China 
open ov equal terms to the trade of 
all uations. But if Lord Salisbury 
rejects this opportunity, China will be 
obliged to turn to Russia fur the financial 
help she requires; and this will finally 
give Russia the protectorate which she 
is ouly too ready to assume. It isa 











bold stroke which Lord Salisbury is! 


asked to make, as bold us Disraeli’s 
purchase of the Suez Canal shares ; we 
trust he will show that he has the 
courage to strike while the iron is hot: 








Summary of ews. 


THE American mail of the 27th November 
arrived here on Christmas Day by the City 
of Bio de Juneiro. , 

‘Tae French mail of the 20th of Novem- 
ber arrived here on the 26th inst. by the 
M.M. Co.’s steamer Laos. 

‘Tait Canadian Pacific Mail of the 6th of 
December arrived here on tho 26th inst. 
by the R.B.S. Empress ‘of China, ~ 








>4Tae English mail of the 26th of, Novem- 
arrived. hore Jast night by the P.’& O. 
Co.'s steamer Thames. 

‘A sat leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe by the M.M. Co.’s steamer Salazie, 











LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 7 
SUPPLIED’ THROUGH REUTER’s AGENCY’ 
‘EXCLUSIVELY TO THE ‘NORTH-CHINA 
DAILY NEWS.” 


WASTED LIVES. 

London, 24th December. 
} « The total “casualties in. the. Afridi 
expedition to date are 433 killed and 
1,321 wounded, including 36 British 
officers killed and 81 wounded. - 
RUMOURED RUSSIAN DEMANDS. 

Russia demands. the dismissal of 
English engineers on Chinese rail- 
ways and that Russian’ military in- 
structors are to replace the German 
instructors. 

THE LONG-SOUGHT OPEN PORT. 

The correspondent of the Tiines in 
Peking states:.that the Chinese will 
reconstruct the forts at Port Arthur 
under Russian supervision with Russian 
money, this pointing to, a permanent 
occupation of Port Arthur by Russia. 
SIR WM. LOCKHART'S PROGRESS, 

London, 25th December. 

‘The Peshawur column has entered 
the Khyber Pass and re-occupied Ali 
‘Musjid without opposition. > 

THE SOUDAN EXPEDITION. 

Dervishes from Shendi and Metem- 
meh are advancing against the Egyptian 
troops and their objective is believed 


| to be Berber. 


FRENCH REINFORCEMENTS. 
The French cruisers Jeanne d’Are 
and Pascal have sailed for the Far 


East. f 
A CONFIRMATION, 

Colonel Bryan has been appointed 

American Minister to-Chinas 
AN ANGLO-JAPANESE ENTENTE. 
London, 27th December. 

‘There are various rumours in Lon- 
don as to a rapprochement between 
Great Britain and Japan in view of 
recent events. 

AN IMPERIAL EXPLANATION. 

Tt has transpired that Prince Henr; 
of Prussia handed a long’ letter fromm 
the Emperor William to H.M. the 
Queen at Osborne. ; 
“TWO SOULS WITH BUT A SINGLE 

THOUGHT.” 


Significance is attached to.a 
made by the Emperor William at the 
frontier fortress of Graudenz_alludii 
to the Czar as his dear friend holding 
the same political views as his own. 

THE RETIREMENT OF THE 
| ITALIANS. 
| Colonel Parsons. ; 
‘The Italians have started for Keren. 
. TWO FATAL FIRES. 

The Coliseum at Chicago his been 
burned, and nine persons perished and 
fifty were injured. : 

Tn a fire which: took ‘place in a 
cottage at Bethnal Green, a woman 





Kassala has been’ handed over’‘to'|' 


and her nine children‘wveré” burned to 
death 
+ ‘THE RUSSIAN ADVANCE. 
London, 28th December. 

Tt is stated in St. Petersburg that 
the Russians have occupied Kinchou, 
which lies to the north of Port Arthur. 

- THE PROGRESS OF PRINCE 

HENRY. 

Prince Henry ‘of Prussia’s “squadron 
has arrived, at; Gibraltar.- Prince 
Henry... landed_.and. the Grenadier 
Guards formed the guard of honour, 
Prince Henry was received by and 
dined with the Governor. 

THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE’ 

BRITISH FLEET. 
London, 29th December, 

The Admiralty believes. that the 
British China Squadron is in the vicinity 
of Port Hamilton, and the report that 
it was at Chemulpo is dicredited. 

.AN OLD STORY. 

‘The American Mail brings the text of 
the Russo-Corean Agreement whereby 
M. Alexeieff replaced Mr. McLeavy 
Brown as Commissioner of Customs, 
Russia securing the. financial control 
of Corea for an indefinite term, 

UNFORTUNATE BOMBAY, 
London, 30th December. 

There is a serious ‘recrudescence of’ 
the plague in Bombay. 

A HAPPY THOUGHT. 

Russia proposes that Prince George 
of Greece shall be appointed Governor 
of Crete. 

THE NEW FRENCH MINISTER 

TO CHINA. 

M, Pichon, French Minister at Rid. 
de Janeiro, has been transferred to 
Peking. 

LORD CHARLES BERESFORD.IN 

THE BREACH. 

Lord Charles Beresford, R.N., is 
the Unionist candidate. for York City 
to zaplace the late Sir. Frank Lock- 
wood. 








SPECIAL TELEGRAMS ‘TO TRE “NC. DAILY 
NEWS. 
(FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.) 
FRANCE. TAKES HAINAN. 
Singapore, 29th December. 
The report comes froin’ Saigon that 


speech |e ‘French Admiral” hashoisted’ the 


French flag’ on Hainan,. without op- 
position. 
THE PROGRESS OF THE BIG 
CRUISER. 
Hongkong, 29th December. 
ELMS. Powerful leaves Singapore 
to-day for the North. — 
DOUBTS ABOUT HAINAN.* 
Hougkong, 30th December... 
Private ‘telegrams’ from ‘Tongking 
deny the'occupation of’ Hainan’and the 





French . Consul here ; discredits the. 
report. : 
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seared 





THE BRITISH FLEET IN COREAN | 
~~ WATERS. 


Chemulpo, 30th December. 

‘The British fleet, comprising eight 

ships: and. four -torpedo-boats, Tras 
arriyed here. 





‘THE REBELLION IN THE. 
PHILIPPINES: 

Sr. D. H. de Uriarte, Consul-General | 
of Spain, has: kindly sent us the 
following official dispatch, dated Manila, 
the 25th instant 

«The: -prindipal .insurgent chiefs 
have Jaid down their arms, with cheers 
for Spaiti, the King, and Pesce.” 





Tue. Director of Sicawei Observatory 
reports : Friday, 24th December, 10a.m.— 
State of the atmosphere on the ,28rd.—De- 

yression in Sibs seems to advance 
forwards Mongolia. . Very-high baromet 
over China :and- the Yellow ‘Sea, 
monsoon in the, south. * Overcast weather, 
State on the morning’ of the 24th.—The' 
weather clears up. Fairly keen cold and 
calm atmosphere, * Barometer stands 0.31 
in. above the average. Probabilities, 5 p.m. 
—Fine weat The Siberi: i 
will make itself f 
golia and China, Fresh .N.W. breezes! 
over the N. coast, and variable winds | 
in the S. Fog in places on the const, 
—Saturds 26th, December, 10; a.m. 
State of the, atmosphere on the 24th.—The 
barpmetric maximum is central between 
Kingan and Ichang. . Depression in Siberia, 
Ordinary monsoon in the South. State ow 
the morning of the 25th.—Fine weather and 
fairly sharp cold, Barometer still above the 
average. S.W. breezes. Sunday, - 26th 
December, 10'a.m.—State of the atmosphere } 
on the 25th.—The high pressures occupy 
the valley of the Yangtze. The Siberian 
depression reaches Mongolia; Fine weather 
‘and very variable ‘breezes, A second de- 

ression follows the former in Siberia at a 
Righer latitude. State on the morning of the 
26th.—Fine and calm weather with fog at 
Shanghai.” Barometer above the'average. 
—Monday, 27th Decembet,'10a.m. State 
of the’atmospheré on the 26th.—Barometric 
maximum inthe valleys of the Yangtze 
and the Huangho, It is central at Hsianfu: 
‘Phe second Siberian depression has passed 
near Semipalatinsk and travels towards 
Trkutsk;' ‘The preceding one moves away 
in the’ Pacific passing over Korssakorvalc, 
S. of Saghalien Island. Secondary de- 

ression in‘ the Eastern Sea, N. 
Qian. State on the morniug of the 27th, 
Calm, fine. and cold weather. 
wove the average. Probabilities, 5 p. 
Weather ‘still fine, but liable to change. 
Very: variable breezes along the entire 




































cosst. Fog: in places.—Wednesday, 29th 
tate of the almos- 


December, 10. a. 
phere on the 28 
move. away: bo 
shallow depression develops in. the Yangtze 
between Tehang and Kickiang, | Variable’ 
winda and fine- woather. — State on the 
morning of the 29th.—The barometer ap- 
proaches thd average. Fine and calm 
weather at Shanghai. Probabilities, 5 p.m. 
—Rather fine. and milder-but variable 
weather, on aecount of the fall of the baro- 
meter in the W. Very variable and mode- 
rate breezes along the entire coast. Fog in 
places.—Thursday, 30th December, 10.1. 
—State of the atmosphere on’ the 29th. —Tho 
barometer. continues high ‘over China but 
the maximum, tends to move towards tho 
N.E.: Fine weather, becoming overcast 
in the evening at Shanghai. Fairly light 
monsoon ‘along the coast.—State. on the 
. morning’ of the $0th.—Light rainfall and 
milder Weather. The barometer is on the 
decline. - Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Unsettled 
and rainy weather till the passage ‘of the | 
depression, ‘after ‘which “strong” and cold 
























[industries in China, the depreciation .of 
on 





NW. winds may be expected. Variable 

breezes, chiefly fresh S.E. to S.W. along 

the entire coast. 
Reapises rox rae Weex. 


(Thermometers in the oped air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 









1897. 
Fahr.:Thermometer. _ Rainfall 
i ‘Max. in inches. 
Dec. 24 4 f 
Fahr. Thérmometer. _ Rainfall 
Min. in inches, 
Dec. - 


We seize this orcasion to wish to all | ¢ 


our numerous friends 
A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 


Sm Nicholas Hannen is to leave Shanghai 
for Bangkok on the 14th proximo. 


Mr. H. P. Wilkinson has received by 
wire the substantive appointment of Crown 
Advocate and Legal Adviser to the Lega- 
tiens; an appointment the news of which 

Be received with general satisfaction 








in Shanghai. 


Gexenat Duhoffskoi, Governor-General 
af the, Amur province, left Nagata for 
Shanghai in the Khabarorka, and will go 
‘on home from this in the French mail on 
Saturday. General Kuropatkin will act as 
Governor-General during his absence, with 
General Grodelkoff as_his deputy. 


‘Tae latest. report as to the Belgian loan 
is that the negotiations have finally broken 
down. 

A LocaL correspondent. points out that 
the Chinese in the settlements are getting 
excited over the present aspect of affairs, 
and in-the suburbs are beginning to ex- 
press their feeling towards foreigners in 
anything but a pleasant manner. A few 

lays ago s lady was passing by the West 
Gate on her bicycle, when a Chinese 
stepped up to her and deliberated spat in 

face, On Wednesday a gentleman was 
Passing along the same road, also on a 
cycle, when a Chinese soldier belonging 
to aw’ official procession that was coming 
from the opposite direction, tried to thrust 
stick in the hind wheel of his bicycle. 
Last Sunday morning -while a lady was 
ing along Yangtzepoo Road by the 
aper Mills, some boys from the village 
opposite ran after her calling her indecent 
names. This sort of thing is getting very 
common, and unless. it is quickly put a 
stop to, serious trouble may ensue. 
Our French contemporary, the Echo de 





Chine, discusses in its, Wednesday's issue 


‘the claim:Englishmen complacently: make, 
if China is to partitioned, to the Yangtze 
Valley, Tgnoring altogether the fact that 
it was England that threw China open to 
the commerce of the world, it points out 
that English interests in China are pri 
cipally concerned with imports, commi: 
sions, and transport. ‘The two chief Chi- 
neto products, tes and sill go to Russia 
and France respectively. As to im 

the principal coes in which ‘Boglond. is 
interested are cotton goods, iron manufact- 
ures, and opium, and a fatal blow has been 
atruck at this trado by the development of 








silver, and, the formidable competiti 
Germany and ‘the United States, The 








of | Society have sent out a circul 


commissions England has hitherto earned 
as broker between the European seller and 
the native buyer are being more and more 
threatened by German competition, and by 
the Chinese taking direct trade into their 
‘own hands; and so the English houses in 
the small ports are one by one disappear- 
ing. Even a large part’ of the : capital 
employed in the transport business~ is 
native. ‘To take the river ports, for 
instance; at Chinkinng there dre two” 
English houses of no -importance;. at 
Wuhu, none; at Kiukiang, one agency |” 
vegetating under the shadow of tio gréat .: 
Russian tea-firms. At. Hankow British, 
trade plays only ‘a suppressed and, sub-* 
ordinate part, Tho Russians have, the 
whole of the tea business, and the trade” 
in skins is entirely in the hands of six 
German firms, and two French firms. 
who have in a very short time acquired ° 
an excellent position in the market. 
All this shows, says the Echo, the 
basélessness of British pretensions to pre- 
gray in the trade of the Yangtze j, 
ut we. fear our contemporary will be. 
disay ited. if is thinks; that this ex- 
_ story will discourage the 
ment from warning ‘any. 
ler off ‘the. valley: of . the. 























‘Ox Christmas Eve a very pleasant 
sinoking concert,. arranged by Miss Elsie : 
Adair, was given inthe Lycoum ‘Theatre, 
Several Shanghai amateurs gavo their ser 
vices to help the thing along and there 
were instrumental quartets, plantation 
dances, topical songs, banjo solos, for the. 
apace of three hours. Miss Adair, however, 
Dore the burden of the evening, dancing, 
singing, and generally making herself agree 
able. She is a bright little actress, with 
plenty of verve and, sparkle nnd. gay 
chatter. Mr. A. E. Stewart made an, 
admirable chairman, and at midnight 
“God Save the Queen” was sung, and the 
audience went home. 


Mr. Lrxcotx gave his second entertain. 
mont to a well-filled and well-warmed 
housé on Monday. He kept them again 
in continuous fits of Inughter by his, droll 
tories, his humorous remarks, and his 
witty imitations, for his mimetic powers 
and his control over his facial: muscles are. 
really remarkable, ‘The. only: criticism to 
be made: is.that he was occasionally not 
quite audible in the remoter parts of the 
house ; but this did not interfere with the’ 
general boundless enjoyment. 


AN enquiry was held at the U.S, Con- 
sulate-General on Monday morning into the. 
cireumstances attending the death of a 
man named Mackenzie, who died rather 
suddenly in his houso in Hongkew on 
Friday. A post-mortem was hold by Dr., 
Cox, who certified that death wns due to 
acute. pneumonia and a finding in accor- 
dance with his report was returned, 


Tae Cable Companies have sent out 
notice that a new tariff will come into force 
‘on the Ist: prox., in which the franc is 
calculated at 40 dollar cents. . This raises 
the rate from Shanghai to Europe to $2.80, 
per word; to North America $3.30 to $3.5: 
to Australis, South and West, $2; to 
Victoria $2.05 j and to Japan $0.60, 


‘Tax annual election of Engineers of the 
Shanghai Fire Department took place yes- 
terday afternoon. Mr. L. Moore was 
re-elected Chief Engineer. and, Messrs. 
Ottomeer and. Gaillard Jeune, district 
engineers for, the English Settlement and 
French Concession respectively. The 
following officers have been elected to ” 
Le Torrent, No. 6 Company, of the Fire 
Brigade for 1898:—Messrs. V. Duval, Fore- 

; A. Berthet, Ist Assistant; E.- L. 
Wilson, 2nd Assistant ; L. Boccheciampe, 
Hon, Secretary. 


‘Tae, China, Branch of the, Royal Asiatic, . 
dae asking 
replies to a large number of questions 
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which are designed to elucidate the state- 
mente of Mr. Grosvenor, in his Report for 
1898 on the Trade of China, that the 
silver price of copper cash has risen, while 
their purchasing power in regard to com- 
modities in generel hss declined. It is 
hoped that the Society will receive a large 
nutnber of replies, as the statements: in 
question require explanation, though we 
have little doubt that the result of this 
enquiry will confirm their accuracy. 


‘Tae annual Christmas festival of the 
Shanghai Seamen's Mission was held on 
‘Wednesday evening in the hall of the China 
Inland Mission, Woosung Road. On ac- 
count of the absence of British men-of-war 
from Shanghai the attendance was smaller 
than that of former years, the only blue- 
jackets present being’ from the Monocacy. 

ere Was, however, assemblage, 
who did justice to the abundance of good 
things provided, and who listened with 
evident enjoyment to a lengthy and in- 
teresting programme. ‘Among several 
enmest ‘and telling addresses ‘the most 


notable was by Dr. Stevens, this being 
his last appearance in connection with the 
Shanghai Seamen's Mission. A quartette 


“Prince of Pesce” was sung by Mrs. 
Broumton, Mrs. Whitfield, Mr. L. J. Day, 
and Mr. J. Williams. Several selections 
were sung by the choir, whilst Dr. Rankine 
sang a solo, “Nazureth,” A pianoforte 
solo by Mrs, Whitfield was much enjoyed 
and enthusiastically encored. A reading 
“The Singing of the Magnificat” was also 
given by Mr. ‘Trevor Smith, 


‘Tae Adjutant of the Shanghai Volunteor 
Corps, Capt. C. G. Close, has circulated 
among the members a couple of Standing 
Orders, notifying the ‘Alarm Posts” to 
be taken up by the respective uections of 
the Corps in the event of the Alarm being 

ven ; and the distribution of the Infantry 

panies on Picquet Duty. “A” Co. 
in to be on duty January, May, and Sep- 
tember; “*B" Co., February, June, and 
October; “CO” Co., Murch,” July,” and 
November ; and the’ German Co., ‘April, 
August, and Deceinber, this detail being 
intended to provide for occasions when it 
may be undesirable to call out the wholo 
Corps. 

‘Taeee are rumours of the failure of a 
large native trader and share speculator, 
with liabilities estimated at Tis. 350,000. 


AN edict of the 24th inst. promotes 
HLE. Shéng Hsiian-huai to the post of 
Vice-Prosident of the Court of Revision— 
an off-shoot of the Court of Censors, 


‘A Perino despatch reports that the Em- 
eror will appoint General Tung Fu- 
iang, the soldier who crushed the recent 
hommedan rebellion in Kansu, to be 
ralissimo of the Imperial forces in 
Chilli province and xt Shanhaikuan. 
Apropos of the above, an Imperial edict of 
the 26th instant grants the abovenamed 
lege of riding on horseback in the 
iden Civy.” General Tung is now 
in Peking whore he arrived about a fort- 
night ago from Kansu. 


Carrany Pollock of the P. & O. steamer 

was ao seriously injured on the 

2ist through the breaking of a sling while 

cargo was being discharged that he had to 

be taken to the General Hospital ut Yoko- 

hara, and his vessel left on the 22nd in 
charge of the chief officer. 


News was received here yesterday by 
wire that the Ktcongsang and Poochi had 
got safely out of the ice in the Peiho. 


‘Tue Charon Wattana, which was wreck- 
ed on Blockhouse Shoal, was towed up to 
‘Tangkadoo to be broken up, on Christmas 
Day. While towing up through Woosung 
ashe took a sheer and the towrope parting 
she ran ashore on the Pootung side of the 
river, but was .floated without much 
difficulty and towed up to Shanghai without 
further accident, 






































‘Tax, Chefoo, from Swatow, reports that 
off Dodd Island she took six men off the 
wreck of a junk, and the Newehwang, from 
the same port, reports saving three ship- 
wrecked junkmen, 

Tae U.S.M. steamer Gaelic arrived at 
Yokohama from San Francisco on the 25th 
instant. 

Tas M.M. steamer Yarra, with tho 
French mails of the 4th of December, left 
Singapore for Shanghai on Monday at 
11 p.m. : 

Tux P. & O. ss. Ceylon left Hongkong 
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, for Shanghai. 

‘Tue U.S.M. steamer Coptic left Hong- 
kong on Tuesday at 4 p.m. and is expected 
to arrive at Woosung this afternoon. 

‘Tax R.M.S. Empress of China arrived at 
‘Hongkong on Tuesday at 2.30 p.m. 

Tas China Mutual s.s. Pingswey left 
Singapore for Hongkong and Shanghai on 
Monday. 


Tae silk which left Shanghai on the 
27th ultimo per R.M.S. Empress of India 
arrived in New York on Friday, the 24th 
instant. 


We learn that the importance of the 
recent accident to the machinery of the 
MLM, steamer Saghalien between Kobe 
and Yokohama was considerably exagger- 
ated. The cover of her central cylinder 
was smashed and the piston broken, and 
as the repairs would take too | long 
and cost too much to effect in Yoko- 
hams, it has been determined to put her 
in a condition to return home using the 
other two cylinders, the only inconvenience 
being a slight reduction of her” speed. 
‘There is no idea of so fine and strong a 
ship being condeinned, and she will pro- 
bably do many years’ good work on the 
Mediterranean after she has been with- 
drawn from the China line to give place to 
a larger and faster vessel. It should be 
added that no-one was injured in the acci 
dent to the Saghalien’s engines. 


Mr. J. A. Housrox_ has arrived from 
Indis to introduce to China» magnificent 
volume lately issued at Bombay, Glimpses 
of India, “It is a grand photographic 
history of the Indian peninsula and some 
neighbouring countries, “with superbly 
reproduced camers-views of her cities, 
temples, towers, public buildings, fortifica- 
tions, tombs, mosques, palaces, waterfalls, 
natural wonders, und pictures of the various 
types of her people, also supplementary 
photographic views of Burns, Coylon, 
Cashmere, and Aden.” To anyone who 
takes an interest in India and things Indian 
this book must he extremely valuable and 
delightful for the collotypes which make 
it up are admirable, and the collection of 
them is almost exhaustive. ‘The pictures 
are accompanied by a full historical text, 
hy a corps of well-known writers, the 
editor being Mr. J. H. Fumeaux, of the 
Times of India. ‘The mechanical execution 
of tho book has becn undertaken with 
great success by the Historical Publishing 

. of Philadelphia, Pens. It may be 
added that the book is under the patronage 
of H. E. the Viceroy of India. 


Mrssns. Holliday, Wise & Co. have sent 
us a bottle of the excellent Ligueur Whisky 
Pure Whisky) exported by Messrs. A. & 
B. Mackay, of Glasgow. 


Messns. Butterfield & Swiré, the local 
agents, haye sent us somo handsome 
calendars and blotting-books issued by the 
well-known Atlas Assurance Company, of 

ion. 


A WELL-KSowS thief was charged at the 
‘Mixed Court with stealing wearing apparel, 
umbrellas, and other property from threa 
foreign residences on the Bubbling Well 
Road: He was ssntenced to a year's im- 
Prisonment, 500 blows, and to be deported. 


We have received the Peking and 
Tientsin Times of the 18th inst.—It was 

















reported in certain Chinese quarters that 
the suspension of HE. Li Hung-chang’s 
influence at Peking is anticipated.—Cxpt. 
Dundas, R.N., is going to Europe to bring 
out the new Chineso men-of-war now being 
built in Germany, the Ohingping taking 
home the crews with which they are to be 
manned.—H.M.S, Rattler is wintering at 

da guard of 50 or 60 men 
red in a godown at Tien- 
fardinge and three officers of 
Mr. Bax-Ironsides and six 
other members of the Legation, and Capt. - 
Wingate of the Bengal Lancers. sccom- 
panied Sir Claude Macdonald at his 
audience with the Emperor on the 16th.— 
As regards the steamers, the P. &.T. Times 
says :— 

The China Merchants’ steamer Poochi 
was lying at Tangku wharf frozen in up to 
yesterday morning, traffic being carried on 
‘across the ice below her. It was, however, 
expected that sho might be able to cut her 
way out at the next high tide. 


‘The steamers Kungping, Kuoigsang, 
Hsinfung, Chingping and Shengking were 
aimilarly situated at the ‘Deep Hole, neat 
the Black Buoy, the ice at low tide preven- 
ting them getting away. It was expected, 
however, that if an I1-foot tide was ex: 
perienced, the ice would be broken upas the 
water rose, and their departure rendered 
possible, 


‘The Fawan and one lighter left for Chefoo 
on Thursday, as they had been at work 
outside the har recently and found their 
return cut off by the accumulation of 
‘Pho old coolie hulk is now the only one 
outside. 


We have received Hongkong papers to 
the 24th inst.—There was an explosion at 
© Government powder factory at Canton 
on the 17th, in which twenty-one per- 
sons were killed ‘and injured. —‘The missing 
Isunch Fi Wan has yn towed back to 
Hongkong, her crew having been battened 
dowa under hatches and kept without foo 

for three days by smugglers.—H.M.S. 
Grafton was to leave Singapore and 
H.M.S. Powerful was to leave Colombo on 
the 2lst to join the Admiral.—The German 
S-ectew warship Kaiserin Augusta, 6,331 
tons, 22%-knots, arrived at Hongkong a 
route for Kiaochou on the 22nd.—The 
China Mail says :—“ The Fronch military 
mission appointed to carry out topogra- 
phical investigations in Yunnan arrived 
at Labkay on the morning of the 9th 
inst. Colonel Pennequin is in command 
of the party, which was to remain 
in Laokay fora few days, making pr 

rations for a two years’ journey. M. 
Baduel one of the Customs’ Staff at Lao- 
kay, is attached to the mission as inter- 
preter.” —The Hongkong General Chamber 
of Commerce has decided, in connection 
with the Pinnacle Rock Fund, to opon 
a credit of $300 with the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank, to be used by the 
British Consuls at each of the nine ports 
including and south of Shanghai, in giving 
awards of from $10 to $50; according to 
the importance of the danger divulged, to 
natives giving information of the existence 
of previously unknown rocks on’ the coast. 
Tho steamer Lady Furness, which left 
Boj on the es ultimo with coal for 

ingapore, has been given up as lost. Sho 
was a steamer of 2,042 tons and 300 horse- 
power. 























































We have received Corea and Japan papers 
with dates from Seoul to the 18th, Yoko- 
hsma tho 22nd, Kobe the 23rd, and 
Nagasaki the 25th inst.—The Toyo Kishen 
‘Kaisha has persuaded the P.M. and O. & O. 
Companies that all the nine steamers to * 
be employed by tho three companies in tho 
new Union Service shall call at Honolulu. 





kata and his Cabinot to resign in'a body.. 
Mr. Matiunine, the Russian Boundary 
Commissioner in Ussuri, is to succeed Mr, 
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‘de Speyer in Corea, and he is expected to 
arrive there in January.—The, Japanese 
Cabinet has no hope of obtaining a respect- 
able body of supporters in the Dict.— 
‘The M.M. steamer Saghalien, which 
arrived at Yokohama on the 16th, had 
& serious accident to her engines. on 
her way from Kobe, but, according to 
the Japan. Mail, “the company has re- 
solved to merely patch her defects at 
Yokohama, and send her home to Mar- 
seilles, whero she will probably be con- 
demned.”—The Royal University of Ire- 
land has conferred the honorary degree 
‘of Doctor of Science upon Dr. Divers of 
‘Tokio.—The three new steamers of the Toyo 
Kishen Kaisha are to be named Nihon 
Maru, Hongkong Maru, and America 
Maru, respectively.—It is feared that the 
Japanese man-of-war Fuso, stranded off 
Nagahama, is « total loss.—'Three sailors 
Jost their lives and three more were injured 
ina Giro on the Japanese corvette Tenrio, off 
Takow.—The Tokio community received a 
serious shock in the death of Mrs. Squire 
‘on tho 19th inst.—The Japanese Diet m 
for formal business on the 2ist, and a vote 
of want of confidence in the Cabinet was to 
‘be moved on the 22nd.—It is reported that 
the Japaness Government will send men- 
of-war_ to North-China.—Special Cabinet 
Councils have beon held at Tokio to con- 
sider the crisis in Japan.—The Japanese 
standing and other squadrons aro assem- 
blin, it Saseho.—Four Russian, one 
English, one American, and one Japanese 
men-of-war were in Nagasaki harbour on 
the 244th inst.—The Independent giv 
the figures of the recent consus of the 
thirteen provinces of Corea, including 
Seoul, but it says that it is reasonable to 
Deliove that the figures only give one-third 
of the actual population. ‘The grand total 
is 5,198,248, of whom 2,869,767 are males 
and 2,328,481 females.—The Russians have 
applied for a coaling station on Deer Island, 
in the harbour of Fusan.—The Prime 
Minister’s resignation has been accepted, 
and the Foreign Minister, Cho Pyeng-sik, 
has been appointed acting Premier.—An 
Edict orders the Board of Ceremonies to 
select an adopted son for the former Min- 
istor Min Yong-ik, who is stated to be on 
his way to Europe as Corean Envoy.—It is 
claimed that there are about 25,000 native 
Roman Catholic Christians in Core: 
crew of the steamer Tancred, wrecked on 
the Loochoo islands, was expected at Kobe 
by the Owari Maru. 

‘Tho following telegrams are from the 
Kobe Ohronicle :— 

‘Tokio 17th December. 

A general meeting of the Finance Re- 
form League was held this afternoon. In 
aapeech to the members General Viscount 
"Pani pointed out that the taxes were in- 
ed by 25 million yen in the ninth 
session of the Diet, and yet the Govern- 
ment contemplated to me’ a further 
increase of taxation during the coming 
session. mnt Cabinet 
pledged itself during of the Diet 
to re-adjust the finances, now they proposed 
an increase of taxation. The Cabinet could 
not be trusted, and this had led to the 
formation of the League. Mr. Shimada 
Saburo dwelt upon the excessive expansion 
of the armaments and the necessity of re- 

form and re-adjustment in domestic adminis- 
tration. General Viscownt Soga remarked 
on the excess of armament expansion and 
condemned the incompleten: of the 
scheme. Mr. Taguchi, the editor of the 
Tokio Economist, referred to the present 
‘economical troubles and vigorously criticis- 
ed the maladministration of the Govern- 
ment in general. 

















































































19th December. 
‘The Bank of Japan bas consented to 
jlace three million yen in the hands of the 
ecie Bank for the purpose of’ making 
ivances to the cotton-spinning companies 
to ship to China the yarn now glutting the 
market in Osaka. 


[| The Bank of Japan is considering a pro- 

posal to increase its note issue to forty 
million yen, as permitted by ite ch 
upon the observance of certain condition 
20th December. 
__ Ataspecial Cabinet Council held to-day 
it was definitely decided to dissolve the 
Diet, if it showed an antagonistic attitu 
before tho end of the yesr. 


Seoul, 20th December. 

The Tonghaks have risen in the vicinity 
of Mokpo, and the Lig ey gunboat Chokai 
hss proceeded from Fusan to protect the 
Topanese at the newly-opened port. 

Tokio, 22nd December. 

Marquis Ito is said to have been ap- 
proached by the Premier with a view to his 
Jplning the Blinistry, but at present the 

farquis shows no inolination to emerge 
from his retirement. 

In the Diet the day was azain occupied 
by formal business. The Emperor has 
announced his intention of visiting th 
Diet on the 24th inst. to perform the 
opening ceremony. 

; it is sated that on the Diet being form- 
ally opened, Baron Nishi, the Foreign 
Minister, will address tho House of 
Representatives on the difficulties of 
diplomatic intercourse and appeal to the 
patriotism of members. to support the 

jovernmont. 

beady ayes Press says that the German 
steamers Swwstow, Quarta, and Loyal have 
boon chartered by the German authorities 
for one year to convey coal and-stores to 
Kisochou Bay. 


Ar Nagasaki on the 26th inst. “were the 
U.S. flagship Olympia, the Russian flag- 
ship Pamiat. Azova (Admiral Dabosshofi, 
Commander-in-Chief in the Pacific), and 
the Rurik, Kreisser, and Coréetz. Part of 

ian flest left on the 14th inst. for 
viz., the Admiral Nachimoff (flag- 
ship of Admiral Riounoff), Admiral Korni- 
toff and Otvazny ; the Dimitri Donskot and 
Sivoutch following on the 19th for the sane 
destination. The portion of the Russi 
fleet at present in Nagasaki will most 
probably winter there. 


‘Tae Kobe Herald says that the Shinto 
and Buddhist priests in Mikawa province 
have held meetings to consider the forth- 
comitig opening of the country to foroignors, 
aud havo come to the following con: 
clusions :-— 

(1.) To cultivate feelings of abhorrenco 
of foreigners and to refuso on principle to 
sell to or buy of them anything whatever. 

(2.) To refuse absolutely to rent either 
houses or Jand to foreigners. 

(G.) Torefrain entirely from using foreign 
terms in speaking and writing. 

(4.) To positively decline to listen to 
Christianity. 


‘Tar Kobe Herald says :—At Kannoura, 
Aki County, Tosa, a tiger was recently 
found swimming toward the shore. After 
much difficulty the fishormen captured 
her, but they were at a loss to under- 
stand how she could hare got there. 
Shortly afterwards, 6 corpses were washed 
ashore. Upon investigation being made, 
it was discovered that a junk carrying the 
tiger and fourteen showmen bad been ship- 
wrecked on their way from Aki to Toku- 
shima. 


Tue Kobe Chronicle has the following 
notes on the crisis in China in its issue of 
the 20th :— 

‘Very important and disquieting news 
is pablished by the Japanese papere this 
morning. There appears to be no doubt 
that Russis has made or is just about to 
make her long-expected coup in regard to 
Port Arthur. As far as can be gathered 






































from the information at present to hand, 
nine Russian war vessels left Nagasaki last 
week, all for an “unknown destinatio 








So important did the Governor of Nagasaki 
consider this, that he wired the news 


specially to the Government. 


On Saturday information reached Tokio 
from Peking that a number of Russian <> 
men-of-war had suddenly arrived off Port 
‘Arthur, and tliat speculation was rife aa 
to their object. Another telegram stated 
that it was reported Russia had seized 
Port Arthur for a naval base. About the 
same time what is described as ‘‘most 
serious news” reached the Government 
from “a representative abroad,” and a 
Cabinet Council was hurriedly called at 
ch Baron Nishi attended despite his 
The question discussed is said to 
jore important nature than 
any that has arisen siuce the question of 
the rétrocession of Liaotu ‘esterday 
the activity in Government circles con- 
tinued, and the various Ministers called on 
the Premier individually, and remained in 
sons conference with him for several 
jours. 


Field Marshal Mzrquis Yamagata, In- 
spector of War, was to have come to Kioto 
to spend the New Year holidays, but 
owing to the disquieting news which has 
reached Japan, it is now stated that he 
will remain in Tokio to watch the progress 
of events. 


In its issue of the 23rd it says :— 


‘The most reriarkable news published by 
the Japanese papers this morning is the 
almost incredible statement that the French 
Government has officially communicated to 
the Japan Government its desire to “ bor- 
row” (kari ireru) the Pescadores with the. 
object of forming an anchorage thero for 
the French squadron. ‘The Ghut-o Shimbun 
is the journal responsible for tho publica 
tion of this rumour, for we suppose it can 
haedly be regarded as anything els, though 
it is somewhat remarkable that it was 
Chu-o Shimbun which first stated that news 
had reached the Government which rai 

question more important than any ra 
since the retrocession of Liaotung. Be- 
fore the rumour can be credited, however, 
wo must believe that Japan is'to be pro- 
yoked by the Triple Alliance to a conflict 
in which Great Britain might be forced to 
take (part, and this appears altogother 
against the policy of the ‘Three Powers. 


Sarcon was en féte from the Sth to the 
12th of December, the occasion being the 
visit of the- Emperor of Annam and the 
King of Cambodis, The Courrier de 
Saigon gives a long account of the festivi- 
ties, which were on s very large scale. 
The distinguished visitors were received 
with the greatest enthuriasm wherever they 
went, the crowds in . + streets being at 
all times very large mdeed.. The, gun- 
boat Lutin was placed at the disposal of 
the King of Cambodia and from a descrip- 
tion given of the interior of the boat the 
arrangements were evidently of a most 
luxurious description. Magnificent’ orna- 
ments adorned the saloon, while the smok- 
ing room, which was converted into 
dressing room for the occasion, was trans- 
formed into a st ly handsome apart- 
ment. The toilet set was of massive gold, 
the combs and brushes were of gold and 
set with emeralds, diamonds, and rubies of 
the choicest workmanship. Even His 
Majesty's walking sticks were adorned with 
precious stones, while in various parts of 
the room wero rare pieces of gold and 
silver, his jewellery particularly being very 
extensive and costly.—Hongkong Daily 
Press. 


Tae Times of Ceylon of the 9th instant 
says:—H.M.S. Powerful, which had been 
‘expected here for some time past, arrived 
at 2 p.m. today, and moored near the 
entrance to the harbour. Tlie Powerful 
is a magnificent vessel and the largest 
warship that has ever entered the harbour, 
Her arrival preceded that of the first 
German warship to touch at Colombo in 
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,eonnection with the strengthening of that 
power's forces in the Far East—consequent 
on. the seizure of Kiaochou—by an hour 
only; and the Kaiserin Augusta, on enter- 
ing the harbour, exchanged salutes with 
the battery, and.subsequently several in- 
terhational visits were paid. 


. 4 CONTEMPORARY says that an extraor- 
inary caso of alleged suicide is reported 
from Singapore. A private of the Rifle 
Brigade was found dead at the bottom of 
the swimming bath at ‘Tanglin Barracks. 
On being brought to, the surface it was 
found that he had tied @ string round each 
wrist aud then passed the interveniny slack 
round his neck so that exch hand was 
up close to the opposite shoulder. The 
oor fellow had been suffering from fever, 
Bat would not yo to hospital. He bad 
only another month to put in before his 
time expired. 


‘Tux following letter bas rexched us fron 
Vienna, and we commend it to our phi- 
Intelic readers -— 

“Honoured Redaction ! 

“The idea expressed in the following 
Yines may meet lively interest in your 
reading-citcles. We therefore take’ the 
liberty to beg you for kind acceptation of 
this note in your valued writing for which 
we thank you in alvance, 

«For the preparing-Committee : 

“International Association of the Views- 
postal-cards-collectors.” j 

“ According to the foundation of such a 
one, a preparing committee came together 
and offers opportunity for exchange to the 
members by sending lists of members from 
all parts of the world, The committee 
intends to extend this sport all over by 
publishing compartment-papers, arrange- 
ments of price-concurrences for views- 
postal-cerds artistically made, congresses 
and exhibitions. - The first. exhibition will 
take place 1898 in Vienna on account of 
the Emperor's Jubilee. 

“Th all. the big places of the wor'd con- 
sulates will be opened which will remain 
in constant contact with the centrale. 

“Gentlemen and Indies who wish to 
enter the Association are begged to send 
their addresses on “V stal-cards” 
to the oflice of the Association. Vienna, 
L: Maria-Theresienstrasse No, 10. 

“Correspondences will be conducted in 
French, English and German, 

“The yearly contribution including the 
sending of the compartment-paper will be 
settled by the modest sum of $1.” 


‘Tue following extract from the English. 
‘man’s special correspondence shows one of 
the great dificulties with whieh Sir William 
Lockhart's expedition has to deal 


In this warfare it is the wounded who 
are the cause of disaster. A wounded man 
at once means six men ont of the fighting 
Jine, four to carry the casualty and one to 
carry the rifles of the carrying party. Five 
casualties at once reduce a company to so 
smalla number that they hecome insufficient 
to keep the enemy's fire down and then 

~ follows one of these deplorable incidents of 
which our frontier Sighting is so prolific. 
The: losses’ which the Northamptons in- 
curred were solely due to their wounded, 
snd a wounded man at once becomes a 
and ¢ mark for the enemy’s marksmen. If, 
as would have been the case in a European 


























war, the Northamptons could have left- 


their wounded with the knowledge that 
nothing worse would have happened to 
them than their becoming prisoners of war, 
their losses would not have exceeded a 
dozen, and the deplorable incident of the 
prey annihilated in the nullah would never 
ve occurred.’ It was solicitude for their 
wounded which cost tis party their lives, 
and’ the incidents of devotion on:the part 
‘of the Northamptons,-officers:and men, are 
~ too" numerous to giva in-detail, but on one 
occasion three out of the four men who 
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went out to bring in a wounded comrade 
were sot as they were on the” point.-of 
succeeding. 


‘Tax question of the relative cost of new 
ships built in France and those of -British 
build Ins had some interesting and 
trustworthy light thrown upon ic recently 
by letters which have appeared in s French 

nal from, amongst others, Messrs 
wrdes and Sons, the extensive shipowners 
of Bordeaux and Paris, well-known by and 
up till within recent years very good 
patrons of clyde. builders. Commenting 
on the decline of shipbuilding in France, a 
writer in a recent issue of the Economiste 
Frangais gave as a reason that French 
builders would not undertake to produce 
a ship in less than two and a-half years, or 
for anything less than’ practically double 
what a similar vessel would-cost in Britain. 
The article, and especially this part of it, 
provoked a reply from. M. de Cabiol, 
director of the Chantiers de la Loire Com: 
pany at St. Nazaire, in which he sought to 
refute the statement, and declared that his 
Company had just undertaken to build two 
cargo vessels and deliver them, one in 
fourteen and the other in sixteen months, 
at prices not exceeding 20 per cent more 
than English prices. His Company was 
not refusing orders, but, on the contrary, 
was inviting them, as its yard was not 
sufficiently employed. The wi 
that if more ships were not built in France 
the fault did not lie with ths builders. 





























| black men. 


"This has elicited a rejoinder, not from the 
first. writer, but from Messrs. Bordes and 
Sons, who declare thav duriug the last 
four years they have had built in France 
eleven steel vessels measuring 33,000 
tons, five of which vessels were built. by 
the Chantiers dela Loire Company. ‘The 
rice that had been asked by British buil- 
Rete for ench of these vessels was 630,000l., 
whereas the lowest they could get them built, 
for in France was 850,000F., a difference of 
35 per cent. In 1896 Messts. Bordes offer- 
ed the Chantiers de la Loire Company an 
order for tiro additional ships, but, instead 
of 850,000f., the price demanded ‘per ship 
was 1,150,000 francs, or 82 per cent. 
above ‘the British price. Under these 
circumstances, of course, Messrs. Bordes 
were compelled to abandon the ides of 
building the ships in France, and to pur- 
chase them in England. ‘The shipowners 
of France, Messrs. Bordes say, are ready 
to admit that the bounties allowed enable 
them to pay 20 per cont more for ships 
built in France than for those constructed 
abroad, and if they could obtain all the 
vossols’ required at these rates, they would 
certainly not think of joining the agitation 
for a re-establishment of the half-navigation 
bounty on foreign-built ships. From the 
experience of Messrs. Bordes with the St. 
Nazaire Company, in seeing its price for a 
given size and class of ship jump from 35 
to 82 per cent more than the British price, 
it would seem as if French builders, having 
no fear of foreign rivalry under such se- 
cure and happy conditions as the bounty 
system confers, make their charges ac- 
cordingly.—Engineer. 
Ax Irresponsible Contrifiator” sends 
the following ‘Mems. about Singapore, 
specially written for the. use of Globe- 
trotters” to the Singapore Free Press :—- 


‘The climste. of “Singapore is. bad for 
<Mems.’ Ladies can never find-anything 
todo. (What? .Nover ) 

The Common Law of Change does not 
apply to the climate of Singapore which is 

uitably hot. uity steps in and over- 
fales te CommonLaw. 

Singapore is the most important place in 
the world. If you don’t believe it, ask the 
Chamber of Commerez, or the ‘Tanjong 
Pagar Directors. 

Singapore is inhabited by white men and 

‘There are many, too, who are 
both—especially black. 
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»Morality_in Singapore: isa great virtue, 
when itisfound. (But if you start looking 
for-it;you oftes find the other thing.) 

Singapore is ‘go¥érned by a Governor. 
He is autocratic.*. He i& iominally assisted. 
in hisgovernment by ‘Oiigials and,‘ Un-_. 
officials.’ ‘The latter: talk a great deal but 
are only ornamental, the former don’t talk 
and are also only ornamental. (Myes ! 
perhaps.) 

Cricket, Golf, Football and other forms 
of sport are very popular in Singapore. 
They serve two uses ; they are incitements 
to exercise and to thirst.- (For the latter 
a little incitement often goes a very long 
way.) 

Stengahs (i.e. 4 W.. and S.) ara very 
plentiful in Singapore, especially after five 
p.m. (Students of the Mulay language begin 
by acquiring this word. It is the hardest 
worked word in the dictionaty.) 

Chinamen form the principal Import into 
Singapore. A few figure among the De- 
ports. (Toa few.) 

Singapore Society is exclusive. It ex- 
cludes poverty ; nothing else. : 

Credit is unlimited for residents 'in Singa- 
pore, until the crash comes ; then flight or 
starvation is imperative. 

There are two classes atnong European 
firms in Singapore ; Towkays and Juniors. 
The latter are hard worked for little pay, the 
former are well paid for little work. 

Gambling is, prohibited in Sitigapore, 
‘There are no bookmakers, only Totalisators 
and poker parties. Lotteries frequently 
take place in'tho Assize Courts, and in Se 
Andrew's Cathedral, with a honeymoon to 
follow. : 

Buffalo beef, dead-hen, and plantains aro 
the staple articles of diet in Singapore. A 
good dinner and a good cook isan unpur- 
chasable luxury. 

Natives in Singapore are litigiously spite- 
ful; they love bribery and perjury as they 
love their own souls. (The motives don’t 
matter if the fees are pxid.) 


The Almighty Dollar has long lost its 
omnipotence in Singapore, The. ‘ Dwind- 
ling Dollar’ has been of Inte years a more 
appropriate appellation. (But the ‘Swind- 
ling Dollar’ just about expresses our in- 
dignant contempt of that unfortunately 
still necessary coin.) 

Divorce is easy in Singapore for natives, 
but not for Europeans. This is a hardship 
which needs remedying. (But it is some- 
times just as convenient socially to keep uj 
the fiction of, matrimonial harmony, an 
often much less expensive.) 























Holloway’s Pills and Ointment.—The most 
effectual Cure for Gout and Rheumatism. — 
‘A frequent cause of these complaints is the 
inflammatory state of the blood, attended, 
with bad digestion, lassitude, and great debi- 
lity, showing the want of a proper-circutation 
of the Suid, and that impurity of the blood 
greatly aggravates these disorders. . -Hollo- 
way’s Pills ave of so purifying a nature that 
few doses taken in time are an effectual 
preventive against gout and rheumatism, but 
anyone that has an attack of either should 
use Holloway’s Ointment also; the powerful 
properties of which, combined with the effects 
of the Pills, ensure a certain cure. The 
Ointment should be thoroughly rubbed into 
the parts affected at least twice a day, after 
they have been sufficiently. fomented with 
warm.water ta-open the pores to: facilitate 
the introduction of the: Ointment to the 
lands, a 
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YHE SITUATION. 
28th Dee. 

‘ae secret of the destination of the 
British fleet has been well kept. As 
soon as she had received the mail 
brought _up by the Zaos on Sunday, 
H.MS. Pheeniz left to joiu the Admiral, 
who will soon have a very powerful 
squadron under his command, : The 
air for the last two days has heen full 
of rumours, but we believe it will be 
found that the fleet has not gone to 
Chemulpo, and that no attempt has 
been yet made to forcibly reinstate Mr. 
MeLeavy Brown in the position from 
which he has been displaced by. Mr. 
Alexeieff. In fact, the situation is a 
very difficult one to unravel. It is diff- 
cult to discover whether China has ac- 
quiesced in the occupation of Kiaochou 
Bay by Germany, while we are asked 
to believe that she has willingly 
acquiesced in the occupation of Port 
Arthur by Russia. On the one hand 
we are told that the seizure of Kiaochon 
by Germany is a disagreeable surprise to 
Russia, while Reuter tells us that the 
German Emperor has just been careful 
to declare that’ he and “the Czar are 
working together, As Eugland is cer- 
tainly anxious to see the integrity of 
China preserved, the action of Germany 
might be thought to be disagreeable to 
her; and the letter which Prince 
Henry took to, the Queen at Osborue 
contains, we must Suppose, satisfactory’ 
rensons for the step Germany has 
taken ; avd then agai, we are told that 
England is glad to see Germany posted 
in tie. way of Russia's march south- 
+ ward, Meanwhile “the Power most 
aggrieved, uext to China whom every- 
body combines to treat as a negligeable 
quantity, is Japan, and she is naturally 
very much excited by what is taking 
place; she is, however, handicapped 
by being unprepared for action; with a 
financial deficit, and’ an unpopular 
Cabinet. There is obvious ‘sympathy 
at the moment between England and 
Japan, and it is not surprising to read. 
in this moring’s telegrams that a 
rapprochement between Great Britain 
and Japan is being discussed at. home ; 
the iavies of these two Powers are quite 

strong enough to sweep the Pacific. 
‘Yo return to the whereabouts of 
the British squadron. ‘Thé Japan 
. Mail points out’ that it seems to be 
“keeping in the-region south of © the 
Yangtze, and it would not be surprising 
to find that it was waiting near the 
Chusau islands ‘until the-large cruisers 
which ate hurrying from the south have 
joined it: ‘The Admiral may also be 
waiting to hear that the Japanese fleet, 
which was to assemble at the naval port 
of Saseho,, near Nagasaki, is ready for 
whatever action may be determined on. 
“As for the proceedings of Russin’and 
Germany,” the Japan Mail says, “ad- 
ditional grounds for the suspicion that 
_. they: are.acting in concert will naturally 
. be found in the latest news about Port 











{ 





Arthur. That the German Government 
established an understanding with St. 
Petersburg before the occupation of 
Kiaochou mist be taken for granted. 
Kiaochou had been lent to Russia tem- 
porarily as a winter station, and Ger- 
many would never have seized it 
without coming to some arrangement 
with its occupant. (The Jail seems 
to think that Russia was occupying it.) 
Port Arthur is, of cuurse, a far more 
desirable station, and Russia doubtless 
is not at all displeased to have found a 
good excuse for the change.” 

If Lord Salisbury has made up his 
mind that the fate of. Chins, or even 
of portions of China, is not to 
be decided without our having some- 
thing to say about it, h residents 
in’ the Far, East will hold up” their 
heads ‘again ; for' we have'been inclined 
to fesir that wa were allowing our rivals 
to go ahead too fast, aud were delaying 
our intervention too long. If Eugland 
and Japan unite on a policy and in 
the determination to enforce that policy, 
they can’ make’ their determination 
respected, whatever. opposition from 
European Powers it may encounter out 
here. We ‘have been’ told that. the 
United States seeno reasou for inter- 
ference ; but we cannot doubt-that they 
world give their moral support at least 
to the policy that tends to the pre- 
servation of the integrity of China. 
Wither the sick man’s sickness has 
not gone so far that dissolution cannot 
now be staved off, is doubtful. 
























DECIMUS, M. 
0th Dec. 
As his name implies, Decimus, M.C., 
is the tenth Municipal “Counsellor. 
That he has never existed hitherto is 
no proof that he ever may 
is possible. ‘that the “germ of h 
istence will date from this very morning. 
At any rate we shall treat him and speak 
of him’as a living entity, a man of like 
passions with ourselves whose envirou- 
ment alone is responsible for his diffe- 
rentiation, Born in Shanghai of European 
parents “ on both sides,” Decitaus’ talks 
so little of bis n: ality that while 
many people think hit Euglish, others 
believe him to be American or Dane. 
He doubtless would come under some 
Consul’s jurisdiction or other, but which | 
is a secret between him and the Consul 
so far as, most of the géueral ‘public 
is concerned. In fact ‘Decimus is 
such an’ ont-and-ont Shanghai Cos- 
mopolite that nobody ever takes the 
trouble to enquire into the details of 
his nationality” While he’ drinks the 
Queen’s health and adds “God bless’ 
her,” he never misses a celebration of 
the Glorious Fourth, nor the chance 
of shouting “Vive a République!” His 
German leanings may be measured by 
his “deep, deep draught of the good 
Rhine’ wine,” and the uumbers hailing 
from the Vaterland who greet him as a 
right good fellow. Amongst his con- 
atituents—the unrépresented ratepayers 
—it is easy to see that Decimus is very 


















popular. They feel that he has entirely 
thrown in his lot with the Far East, 
and that the old word “home,” or 
rather its old meaning, has in his mind 
receded so far into the misty distance 
that the new home in the fore-ground 
is beginning to claim all his attention, 
and to be the centre of: all his 
iopes. | As it is ‘the centre of theirs 
also, they feel well satisfied that 
Decimus should be their member in 
posse if not in esse. ‘Nobody will 
ever accuse him of being the mera 
uomines of a large firin of property 
owners ; neither will he claim to be the 
representative of the United or any 
other States. But he will be “the 
people's member,” a well-born, well- 
bred, well-educated gentleman, welcome 
in all classes of society, ready and will- 
ing to spend and be spent for the public 
good. In threading his way throngh the 
maze of municipal matters it’ is not 
unlikely that Dacimus may tread upon 
somo highly tender and well-nurtured 
corns, aud that bitter words and 
blasphemy iay be the result. . He 
tay be scouted as impracticable, rash, 
quixotic, destructive, factious, or a 
hundred other depreciatory adjectives 
by people who differ from him, But 
that will not deter him from pursuing 
the even tenqur of his way. 

One of the first tasks he will set 
himself to will be the compilation of, a 
Municipal History. ‘I'hink of the value 
of such a record ‘not merely to the 
Council but to the whole, community. 
For it’is the torch of history which 
ilumines the path of the future. 
Arranged as Decimus would arrange it, 
this maguum opus could not ‘fail to be 
of almost infinite benefit. “Outlining as 
it would tle history’ of Shanghai before 
the foreign era, it would begin to go 
into detail somewhere. about the year 
1840, and from ‘thence downwards no 
event of public importance, tio per- 
sonality connected” with public ‘life, 
but would find suitable ‘space and 
comment in’ the new work. Did a 
iiew’ Taotai’ make a fresh attempt 
upon our liberties, reference to 
Decimus, Vol, II, under its appropriate 
caption, could find a tabulated list of all 
similar attempts, the men who made 
them, how they were met, and how far 





"Western will held its own agaist 


Chinese astuteness. Should a-brand 
new Council seek to reorganiso” ‘the 
Police Force, there again would be the 
dismal record in black and white to 
prove that exotic plants do not with 
the facility that importers might wish 
take root in native soil, and tliat piles 
of money wiay be spent upon them only 
to be wasted in a return to the status 
quo ante. Indeed Decimus could pro- 
bably show that the whole Police ques- 
tion might. for the past twenty years 
be summed tip in. three R’s-—Re-orga- 
nisation, Re-muneration, and Re-pro- 
bation—repeated ad nauseam. “This 
of itself would’ probably be sufficient ‘to 

ake the most reforming. of Councils 

before good money, and plenty 
of it, went after bad. 
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Similarly in hundreds of minor in- 
stances the Municipal History would 
be “a storehouse of useful and entér- 
taining knowledge.” We should for 
example know from it the right of the 
Race Club to the race-course, the his- 
tory of the Recreation Fund, and the 
true ownership of the Bowling Alley. 
But Decimus, M.C., would not merely 
have his historical uses. He would be 
egially valuable ns a contemporary. 

is intimate knowledge of the sur- 
roundiogs in which be had grown up, 
his unwearied patience and tact, his 
unrivalled command of precedents aud 
avalogies would make him the trusted 
adviser of his colleagues and add to 
his opinion that weight which souud 
judgment and sure knowledge alone 
deserve, Had he been upon the Coun- 
cil during the past year or two we 
may safely say that the wheelbarrow 
fasco, the Superintendent muddle, 
avd the Istest difficulty of all would 
never have been heard of. ‘I'he nearest 
approach to Decimus, M.C., which we 
have had so far was the late Secretary, 
but then he was a paid servant with no 
voice but that which had an advisory 
tone in it, Decimus would bave seen 
to our finances before ever they had 
reached the point where loans are 
necessary to pay iuterest ou debt. 
Possibly when some of the palaces were 
built for the police he might have in- 
sisted that one or two of the stories, 
and a good deal of the ornamentation 
might have been sacrificed to more 
useful purposes, Ever on the look-out 
for chances to benefit resident people 
rather than absentee landlords, our 
Tenth Counsellor would note the need 
of graded schools, of public swimming 
baths, libraries, and roads. He would 
oppose tooth and nail the establish- 
meut of monopolies; he would 
turn his attention to the congested 
condition of our ronds, and fully satis- 
fied of the impossibility of their ever 
Leing sufficiently widened at reasonable 
expense, he would try what could be 
done iu the way of overhead railways 
and universal trams. Prodigality and 
parsimony would be equally distasteful 
to him. While he would discourage 
waste, he would never “ spoil the ship 
for a coat of paint.” What is worth 
doing at all is worth doing well, would 
be.one of his mottoes, as in fact it has 
usually been of the *Sottlements gen- 
erally. Possibly by judicious arrange- 
mout he might without betraying the 
secrets of the Council Charaber supply 
“copy” enough to satisfy the most 
exacting of papers. 

Space forbids that we should, in 
addition to the immediate benefits to 
be derived from the extra member, 
point out his value for the future. 
‘This would probably be found to be 
of so high a nature that Decimus would 
in time become one of the nine on 
some sort of permanent footing. Whe- 
ther the once proposed paid Chairman- 
ship would be the right thing to offer 
bim or whether the Nine should attach 
him to themselves in some other way 





matters little. The fact remains that, 
for the good of the Settlements, Decimus 
is a necessity. In these days of 
rush and worry, of keen competition, 
and continuous labour, desirable meu 
who can devote sufficient time to mun- 
icipal airs so as really to master 
thew are becoming harder and ‘harder 
to find. ‘The best of them are lost to 
us just as they Lecome of most uso, 
Under the present system it must ever 
be a9, and so far az we can see our one 
escape from the resulting evil will be 
the appointment of Decimus, M.C. 





SUGGESTED REFORMS FOR 
CHINA. 

Sot Dec. 
In the July number of the Imperial 
and Asiatic Quarterly Review there 
appeared an article by Mr. Taw Sein-ko, 
M.R.AS., with the xbove title, and the 
article is continued in the October 
number. Mr, Taw begins his continua- 
tion by saying that “ it ident that, 
under the political circumstances pre- 
vailing, at present, in Europe, where 
Russia has displaced Germany in the 
réle of Deus ex machind, the project of 
partitioning China may well be relegated 
to the dim future. ‘I'he fate of Poland 
has also been hanging, like the sword 
of Damocles, over ‘I'urkey and Persia, 
and the inclusion of Chiva withiv the 
doomed circle forms a triad of three 
Asiatic States, which are believed to be 
in a condition of decrepitude, and whose 
decay and final disintegration cannot be 
stayed by human power. As regards 
China, since ber recent humiliation by 
Japan, the tone of the foreign Press, 
both in China and elsewhere, has been 
considerably tinged with pessimism.” 
Mr. T'aw thinks that this pessimism is 
unwarranted, for he holds that the 
spirit of reform has really been awaken- 
ed in China. He quotes the introdne- 
tion of German officers to drill the 
Chinese troops at Woosung, and the 
intention to employ British officers to 
organise the new navy. He says that 
the simplification aud codification of 
the laws has been undertaken. He has 
high hopes of the benefits that will 
accrue from the establishment of Mr. 
Gilbert Reid’s International Institute 
at Peking. He dwells on the strides 
that are being made in the constraction 
and extension of railways and tele- 
graphs, and -expresses his admiration 
for H-E. Chang Chih-tung’s well-meant 
but blundering attempts to adopt 
‘Western inventions at Hankow. He 
notes that the Belgians are beginning 
to build the railway from Hankow to 
Peking, and adds that “these good 
signs and healthy symptoms are not un- 
accompanied by prospects of a commer- 
cial or industrial nature. The West 
River has been opened to navigation 
by foreign vessels, and the Shimono- 
seki ‘Treaty has given a marvellous 
stimulus to the erection of mills at 
Shanghai, which bids fair to rival Japan, 
Bombay, and Lancashire in the manu- 

facture of textile fabrics.” = 




















ey 

“Tt seoms clear then,” says Mr. Taw, 
with au optimist which we canuot but 
admire though we cannot agree with 
it, “thatthe regeneration of China will 
soow be an accomplished fact, and this 
belief is strengthened by the active 
assistance rendered hy Russia, and by 
the goodwill and sympathy of the 
other Power We wish we could 
believe that 1 the other Great 
Powers were actuated hy this unselfish 
desire to see China regenerated. Mr, 
‘Taw mentions what are the char- 
acteristics of each of the Great Powers, 
and says that what is best in ench of 
them wight be ut 1 in moniding 
the future of China and in bringing her 
into line with Western conntries, A 
counsel of perfection, indeed. But he 
explains that the Chinese will not sub- 
mit ‘themselves t» be controlled by 
Civil, Judicial, Military, Naval, Public 
Works, and Agricultural Departments 
mauned by foreiguers on the model 
of the Imperial Muritime Customs, 
because this would be equivalent to 
foreign occupation, ‘That is to say, 
China is anxious to reform, but will 
not adopt the ouly satisfactory means 
rds that end. But, he tells us: 
ere is one Department of tho 
State, viz, the Iuperinl ‘Trensury, 
where foreign advice and assistance 
would be welcomed and appreciated.” 
If this statemeut is well-founded, and 
China is really prepared to put her 
finance the hands of a commission 
of foreigners, everything else is easy. 
But we do not believe for a moment 
that the vast army of officials ull over 
the Empire who have bought their 
places under the old system, and look 
to the maintenance of the old system 
to recoup themselves for their ‘outlay, 
would allow the Emperor or whoever 
really governs China to inaugurate such a 
drastic reform even if he or they realised 
the necessity for it, Until this reform 
is inaugurated, all the other signs of 
progress are only palliatives that“ will 
but skin and film the ulcer o'er.” ‘the 
rotteuness aud. corruption of the body 
politic of China have got to be cut out 























with a kuife wielded. by a hand that, 


means to cut to the bottom and remove 
every atom of diseased flesh, and this 
is an operation to which we are unable 
to believe that any high official in 
Peking or the provinces can be per- 
suaded to consent. ‘I'hey will rather 
see Manchuria taken by one Power, 
Shantung by another, Yunnan by an- 
other, and so ou. -Blind leaders of the 
blind, they do uot want to see’’the 
right way, however ‘persistently it is 
pointed out to them, 

“As far as England is concerned,” 
says Mr. Taw, “it is time that she 
took prompt aud definite action. Of all 
the European Powers, she. has’ the 
largest stake in the Far Enst, and she 
is, like Russia, an Asiatic rather than a 
European Power. - It is becoming tu: be 





recognised that China is the real pivot- . 


al point of the world. He who com- 
mauds her resources aud her teeming 
millions must have a preponderating 
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influence in the counsels of the world. 
She is’ of much greater importance 
than India, when viewed either asa 
field of commerce, as an ally, or as 
a land possessing boundless agricul- 
tural and mineral wealth, There is no 
gainsaying that she deserves more at- 
tention than South Africa even with all 
her glamour of gold and diamonds. 
which canuot be inexhaustible. Indeed 
the dusky sons of Africa would require 
to be edneated for: centuries before they 
could appreciate material comforts and 
become consumers of the produce of 
British workmen; whereas China is a 
ready-made market with splendid 
possibilities." As we have said be- 
fore, the valley of the Yangtze alone 
is worth to us more than the whole of 
Africa, and it is pitiable to see 
our Government wasting its resources 
and its energies in West Africa and 
North-west India, while such a field is 
waiting for development here. Our 
trade will progress here with leaps and 
bounds with the improvement of com- 
munications ; for it is not the likin, 
troublesome as that is, that limits our 
trade, but the want of convenient means 
of communication, ‘I'he extension of 
roads and railways and the improve- 
ment of waterways will increase our 
trade tenfold and even more. 

“China,” continues Mr. ‘aw, “is 
vow in a transition state of her develop- 
ment, avd what is wanted is some 
high-minded, capable, and vigorous 
statesman with a large grasp of affairs 
aud knowledge of Western history, 
laws, aud institutions. ‘'I'heir efforts 
should be supplemented by those of a 
tactful, far-seeing, and sympathising 
Foreigu Minister, like Sir Harry Parkes, 
who left the impress of his genius upon 
the institutes of Japan.” Where ara 
such statesmen to be found in China ? 
‘The younger literati—we do not mean 
the English-speaking Chinese who have 
been educated in Europe and the States, 
but the young educated Chinese—are 
everywhere eager for reform, but they 
have. no leader, and do not know 
how to combine or where to begin, and 
the officials will give them no assistance. 

« What China now wants is time to allow 
those men to organise themselves, to 
find leaders, and evolve a programme, 
It means a revolution; but is to be 
feared that it is now too late for China 
to reform herself from inside, and before 
the revolution that might save China’s 
integrity can take place, she will find 
herself cut up into pieces under several 
foreign flags, Her best’ hope is that 
the best and largest piece of her, the 
valley of the Yangtze, will be taken by 
England, and the English rulers will 
know how to make use of these younger 
men, who are auxious to see a new order 
of things prevail. ‘The last paragraph 
of Mr. Taw's paper is worth reproduction, 
and we have no doubt that the advice 
which it conveys will be taken to heart 
by the future rulers of China ; we ma: 
be pretty certain that it will be followed 
wherever the English flag floats over 
China in the future :— 











“Tn conclusion, a note of warning 
may be sounded lest the novelty of new 
measures should blind Chinese states- 
men and their foreign advisers to the 
excellence of some of the indigenous in- 
stitutions. It shonld be recognised that 
every new form of Government to be 
practicable, satisfactory, and permanent, 
must be a development from that which 
precedes it, and must absorb whatever 
is lasting and wholesome in the consti- 
tution of its predecessor ; and further, 
that, for the attainment of this end, it is 
desirable to retain those features which 
have stood the test of time, and harmo- 
nise with the genius and traditions of 
the race.” 








Beview. 
THE FRENCH MAIL PAPERS. 


(For THE WEEK ENDING THE 19TH OF Nov.) 











Loxp Satissury, in defending the Concert 
of Europe against the charge that its action 
was disastrously slow, said that it was pro- 
porly to be compared to a steamer-roller, 
which would, of course, be beaten if it 
attempted to race with the poorest hansom 
cab. Now, as the Times says, ‘the steam- 
roller has puffed and groaned and revolved 
ity Ay-whel with » provoking simulation 
of progress, but it not moved.” In 
fact, it has broken down again. The Times 
of the 20th ult. says :— 

‘Tho most determined optimist must confess 
to a feeling of discouragement, if not of dis- 
may, on learning that the Concert of Europe 
has once more broken down over the pre- 
liminaries of Cretan autonomy. Three weeks 
ago it seemed aa if the Powers had actuall 
agreed upon Colonel Schaeffor as a candidate 
for the post of Governor-General. It was 
known, of course, that the Saltan would 
object, 38 ho objects to everything, but it was 
also known that he would have to give way 
it'the Powers were unanimous. For a time 
it that they were unanimous in re- 

jing Colonel Schaeffer as a man in 
every way suitablo for tho work of pacifying 
Grete wader European authority. No objec: 
tion was raised in any quarter, while from 
most came more oF less distinct expressions 
of positive approval and satisfaction. It is 
true that his candidature never took official 
form. No Power appeared desirous of 
actually proposing the candidate upon whom 
all were ostensibly agreed. But this amiable 
reluctance o take the ive has been 
so characteristic of the action of all the 
Powers in the Cretan business that no great 
importance was attached to a delay which, 
after all, could not be regarded as abnormal, 
Events havo unbappily proved that this ex- 
treme caution was in this case fully just 
ified... . 

‘This breakdown will, as a matter of course, 
be represented as victory for the Sultan, 
and will make him all the more difficult to 
deal with in other matters. It will go far 
to neutralise the good effects of the fosson 
read to the Turks at Mersing. Tho Saltan 
was strongly 0 to Colonel Schaeffer, 
pertly, no doubt, because he seemed likely 
to sscseed, and partly because ho incurred 
the hatred of the Turks in Egyyt,.by conduct 
which ought to recommend him to the Powers. 
The success, for so it will be regarded, 
of ‘Turkish ‘opposition to this candidate 
will stiffen opposition to the next. It may be 
that the Powers do not collectively pay much 
heed to the Sultan's objections, but it seems 
that there is always some Power willing to 
make capital out of humoaring the Salta at 
the expense of the common policy of Europe. 
‘This oort of petty intrigue ia oa all fonre 
with the paltry jealousy which has agai 
brought Cretan’ aatonomy tos. standstill by 
rejecting a very passable candidate without 
producing another to take his place. 

‘We have not heard that the opinion of 

















the quéstion of the German occupation of 
Kiaochou, though, no doubt, Lord Salis- 
bury’s sppesls to the diferent. Fore 
Offices of Burope and America were made 
with the view of getting some. concerted 
action taken. The Berlin: co lent 
of the Times wrote on this subject on the 
ath uit: 
‘Tho intelligence that the German cruiser 
division in East Asia has received orders to 
proceed to the coast of Shantung, in which 
Province German missionaries wore recent] 
murdered by the natives, and to deman 
immediate satafaction, continues to cal forth 
o 





comments and suggestions in the o 
the Colonial. party. ‘The Berliner 
Nachrichten nds that the great Bay of Kiao- 
chou, on the south of the Shantung Promon- 
tory, ‘would afford an excellent point @'appui 
for the German fleet in East Asian waters, 
and has, in fac, long beon rogarded by Car: 
man commercial circles in China as a worthy 
object of German ambition,” Tho journal 
just quoted asserts that as English interestalio 
farther south and Russian further north, the 
German occupation of the Bay need not affect 
them, Besides, after all, Germany did not 
join France and Russia in eettling the differ- 
ences between China and Japan in order to 
strengthen French or Russian interests, but 
rather to promote her own. “These can only 
be secured by the occupation of a harbour 
suitable for the German mercantile marine 
and tho navy in East Asis.” Further delay 
will only serve to diminish German prestige 
in China, And if other Powers should object, 
it is the daty of Germany toremember that she 
hs too long paid consideration to the claims 
of others and that it is high time for others 
to ise her legitimate aspirations. 

‘The Post, which states that Kinochou is the 
immediate ‘objective of the German cruiser 
flotilla, is not informed as to whother it is the 
intention of Gormany to take posscasion of 
the bay, but has no doubt that in view of the 
rocont insult to the German flagand to German 
officers at Wuchangfu, the Government “will 
press its claims against China in an emphatic 
manner and will also demand guarantees 
against a repetition of the outrages.” 


On the 16th ult. the Times treated the 
news editorially in a somewhat tentative 
manner, as the following extract shows 

By the steps it has taken to obtain redress _ 
for the recent murder of two German mission. 
aries the German Government has shown a 
just appreciation of the Chinese character. 
Hnstesd of wasting time in making remon- 
strances at Peking, which would assuredly 
have been met as usual by tho innumerable 
dilatory devices of Chinese diplomacy, the 
Gormazs havelanded a foree in Risochos Bay, 
in order to bring to bear the only kind of ia: 
fluence that Chinamenseem sbloto understand. 
‘That bay is said to be the nearest place to 
the scene of the murders. Whether that be 
the caso or not, it is a very convenient and ad. 
vantageous place for the German flest, and 
will no doubt servo as well as any other for 
the purposes in view. Kinochou Bay, which 
is situated some distance to the south of the 
Shantang peninsula, iso largo shect of wator 
completely landlocked and entered by a 
comparatively narrow channel. Itmay, there- 
fore, be readily imagined that it would form 
an admirable naval base for any Power 
maintaining  fleot in Chineso waters. ‘The 
German Press, aware of its merits from thia 
point of view, is already revelling in the 
‘thought of a permanent ocoupation. In this 
respect it probably outrans the ideas and 
intentions of the German Government, It is 
‘one thing to occupy a Chinese harbour in 
order to obtain redress for palpable 
but quite another thing to contemplate roten- 
tion of the placo in perpetuity. Other nations 
might find thomselves compelled to transfor 
their sympathies from Germany to China-were 
occupation to continuo after the actual dispute 
hhas been settled. .Russia in particular might 
‘be tempted to regard such occupation as an 
unfriendly act, since she is known to have 
recognised the strategica! advantages of Kis 
chou long before the German missionaries 
ame to violent end. Tt is probably 
coincidence - that. these unofficial promy 
to seizure of the harbour appear im 
after the interference of Russia with the ap. 

lication of fands which it was hoped that 

ekey would spend in German dockyards. 























the Concert af Enrope has been taken on! In any caso it is not: at present necessary to 
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asiume that’ the"action”‘of thé German Go- 
vornment is prompted by any motive but the 
desire to exact: reparation for the ‘murder of 
German sabjects. 

‘Ou the 16th ult: the Berlin correspondent 
of the Times sent home some more extracts 
from’ German journals-advocating: the re- 
tention of Kisochou Bay ss a~permanent 
naval station,'and: on the'17th'he wrote :— 

‘Arguments continue’ to be marshalled in 
favour of @ permanent occupation of Kiaochou 
by Germany. “The Kreus Zeitung has no 
manner of doubt” that ‘satisfaction for the 
outrages ‘on German. subjects must be found 
in‘ the seizure’ of ‘some point on ‘tho’ coast 
“which will serve as a permanent harbour of 
refuge and a coaling station. This is an ex- 
cellent ‘opportunity to do what ought to have 
been done long ago.” The National Zeitung 
accuses’ The ‘Tines of inciting Russia against 
the plans of the German "Government and ‘of 
hinting that ‘England, in’ the event of their 
realisation, would transfer her sympathies to 
China, But the National Liberal organ 
consoles itself with’ the reflection that Ger- 
many, would neverin any case be able to 
cane on Enghih sympathies a East Asis 

In. some quarters the statement published 
by, the Oologpe Gasate ont Berlin authority 
that a Ianditty had-been already effected by 
the German fleet is treated as open to doubt, 
‘The Imperial Gazette did not pablish the 
felegram which:'yent back the intelligence 
from Cologne. It is furthermore pointed ont 
that the Government of China has not,’ so far 
as can "be: ascertained,” refused’’to.give the 
satisfaction demanded ; nor is ‘the place of 
landing sufficiently ‘near'the scene of the 
outrages to’ enable’ the German’ forces’ to 
exercise an effectivo’ protection over the 
missions. On the whole the probabilities are 
in favour of ,the accuracy. of the 
Gazelte’s information. Should the intelligence 
prove to. be .premature: it’ would have to be 
regarded ‘as an. eminently” official ballon 
d'exsai. 

‘The. Chinese - version, as communicated 
by the Tsuagli Yainén in an official dispatch 
to the Chinese Legation'at Washington, was 
as follows :— 

When it was learnt that the bandits in the 
ict of Kuyeh hed killed-two German 
missionaries the Governor. of Shantung was 
ordered to instruct the high officials of the 
province immediately to arrest’ and punish 
the offenders, | On the 15th fast, the Gover. 
nor y, tole that four arrests 
had been made” ‘This was communicated to 
the German Minister, but the German war: 
ships had on the 14th Janded troops and 

iven the garrison 48 hours in which to retire. 
ho Miniter did not give the Teungli Yamen 
any notice of this step. Tho news of the 
landing of the Germans arrived at Peking on 
‘the 15th inst. and caused the greatest’ sur- 

rise. The Chinese Government thereupon, 
in view of the friendly relations existing with 




















the German Government, ordered. the Gov- |. 





ernor strictly to control the garrison and to 
withdraw the. troops, enjoining them not to 
move without instructions. 

When Lord) Wolseley. succeeded the 
Duke of Cambridge as Commander-in- 
Chief of: the British army, it’ was hoped 
that some effective reforms in the adminis- 
tration of our second line of defence would 
be carried out; but it appears that the 
War Office is absolutely incorrigible, and 
Lord’ Wolseley is no better than’a bruised 
reed. In a leading article in its issue of 
the 11th. ult. the Times criticises Lord 
Wolseley's. suggestions for improving the 
army, and says :— 

If this is the best the War Office can say 
by woy:of proving that’ there. is nothing to 
be: done but ‘provide: it: with: more: money 
‘avd allow. it to blunder along: upon: lines 
which fail in practice, and might be 
to fail by any one: who considers the actual 
conditions: of recruiting. and recruite in this 
country, then it-ooly proves that the matter 
must be taken out of its hands. This, in- 
deed, is the only way. to a solution. ‘The 
country is perfectly prepared to spend more 
money, and in some directions; as for ex- 
ample, the artillery, more spending seems 
urgent. But we also’ want the economy:that 
comes of a comprehensive. and ‘well-thought- 
out plan, The questions: are for: states. 











‘men ‘accustomed to deal with great pro- 
blems. It is for the Prime - Minister, 
aided by’ Mr. Balfour, as leader of the Honse 
of Commons, by the Duke of ‘Devonshire, as 
chairman of the Committee of National De- 
fence, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and by Lord Lansdowne, to make a fresh 
study of the question how the service of the 
Queen is to be made a career capable of com- 
peting with the other carcers open to young 
men. The War Office will never solve the 
problem. But that it is insoluble by states- 
men approsching it in theirjown way and 
with open minds we do not believe for a 
moment. The War Office has lost the con- 
fidence of the country ; the condition of the 
Army is deplorable ; its cost is enormous ; the 
question is in no senso a party one ; and it is 
to the men intrusted with supreme power 
that the nation rightly looks for its solution. 

Students of modern history were a little 
surprised at reading Lord Salisbury’s re- 
cent statement that all our concessions to 
France in Siam were arranged by Mr. 
Gladstone, and that the-Conserrative Gov- 
ernment only carried out ongagements 
entered into by their predecessors. ‘The 
Overland: Mait seems to be a little sceptical 
on this head, and says :— 

We are inclined to think that Lord Salis- 
bury is justified in throwing’ upon the Glad- 
stone Government the ‘responsibility for the 
abandonment, of Madagascar’ to:the Freach, 
bat until Lord.Rosebery has had an opport- 
unity of criticising it, tho Premier’s review 
in his speech at tho’ Albert Hall of the his: 
tory ofthe negotiations between the British 
and French.Governments in relation to Siam 
can only excite our astonishment. We have 
learned from Lord Rosebery’s own lips that 
at some period during his negotiations with 
Paris we were within twenty-four hours of a 
wat with France. What was it about? If 
Lord Salisbury can show that the final settle- 
‘ment with: France in regard to Siam was a 
logical outcome from the. previous. declara- 
tions or engagements of his: predecessor at 
the Foreign Office,, there is of course 
nothing more to be said, beyond the. com- 
monplace remark. that oar ign Affairs 
appear to have been badly handled by both 
parties inthe State. But if Lord Salisbury’s 
account: of -this transaction is historically ac- 
curate; if. all’ to which the. Conservative 
Foreign Minister subsequently gave hisassent 
wore “ddne. under Afr. Gladstone ;” if there 
were, a5 ho states, and he does so with a full 
sense of responsibility, only ‘one matter left 
behind when I’ succeeded: to office,” namel 
with regard to a “territory far in the hills, 
small in extent, almost. entirely destitute of 
Population and 20 unhealthy that during six 
months of the year the inhabitants themselves 
could not venture to make out its limits” 
we can only say that it shows a wonderful 
and suicidal indifference te public opinion 
that, this defence has not long ere this been 
disclosed. 

Ara, wo to understand from Lord Salisbury 














thatthe rous fiction of the Frencl 
right to Luang Phrabang, that. the admission 
of Freach claims to all the territories on the 


Jeft bank of the Mekong, that their demand 
for a. twenty-five kilometre zone of joint 
jurisdiction on the right bank, and the ex- 
tension of their sphere of; influence to the 
orders of the Menam Valley, involving the 
abandonment: of Chantaboon, had been 60 
effectively to by Lord Rosebery before 
he handed over the seals, that there wae 
nothing left to the Conservative Foreign 
Minister but to assent to these arrangements? 
We are bound to believe it if Lord. Salisbury 
says so, but we cannot help wondering why 
this explanation has been. so.Jong delayed ; 
for the Siam settlement created great popular 
discontent, and in the interest of the Con- 
servative Party, it would have been well to 
remove it long ago. 


‘The Money Market note in the Economist 
of the 13¢h ult. is as follows -— 

Apart from a temporary: hardening of loan 
rates, due to the Stack Exchange settlements, 
nochange has taken place during tho past 
week in the concition of the. money market. 
The Bank deserves credit for the way in 
which it has worked in order.to gain control 
over outside rates, With gold in strong 
demand for the Continent, and’ with. the 
possibility of'withdrawals being made for the 
United States and India, it is-so much’ Better 





ly | to find a reflective Bi 





from every point of view that action, should 
be taken in advance to guard against possible 
contingencies, than that the market should 
be allowed to lapse into a state of undue ease, 
at the risk of having to be eubjected toa 
sharp rise in rates later on. And while to 
usiness community a 3 por cent rate is 
no hardship, to bankers the present state of 
things is satisfactory enough, since with out- 
side rates so closo up to that of the Bank, 
they are working with an ample margin of 
profit.. But though the action of'the Bank is 
to be commended, it remains to. bo sven 
whether in the absence of gold withdrawals it 
twill be possible to keep the market for any 
length of time braced up as it now is. 


The first leading article in the Economist 
deals with Lord Salisbury's Guildhall 
speech, which is characterised as. witty, 
well-reasoned, and possessing a certain 
serious importance, but yet disappointing. 
It was the speech of a tired man, and 
omitted all reference to some subjects of 
pressing interest, such as the bye-elections, 
the proposed increase in the army, and the 
Indian Frontier war, “ which in its incon- 
clusiveness and the’ great. expenditure by 
which it is attended, is beginning to create 
some anxiety in the City.” The Economist 
approves of Lord Salisbury's declaration as 
to West Africa, though it believes that ho 
doesn’t care very much about it ; but it is 
not very enthusiastic on the subject of his 
praises of the Concert of Europe, “ which 
‘suguest that he has recently been reading 
Locksley Hall, and dreaming over ‘the 
Parliament of Man, the Federation of the * 
world.’” The idea that the Concert of 
Europe will prevent any more European 
wars seems rather visionary to the Econg- 
mist :— 


We fear that international jealousios are 80 
keen, that populations incroase so rapidly, 
and that territorial ambitions are 0 large, 
that this little planet will hardly furnish land 
guoxgh to go round among all its, claimants, 
In tropical lands, especially, the Dutch Boer’s 
idea of a modest farm, ‘ten miles each 
way, is the minimum with which immigrant 
planters are content, and at that rate the 
immigration even into Africa cennot be 
anything like endless, We fear there may 
be war after all, in spite of the Concert, 
and that some sections of mankind will have 
in the end to go without, Nevertheless, the 
dream is a consoling one, and it is pleasin 
Minister—an 

nobody doubts Lord Salisbury’s powers of 
reflection—who can think of a plan so vast, 
and isnot content inerely to meet the difficulty 
of the hour with an instrument forged for a 
momentary end. ‘he world at large, we fear, 
will not think so kindly of trade as a final 
object of desire.as Lord Solisbury says he 
does, but it will, we fancy, give him new 
cfedit for wishing well. to’ mankind, and, 
perhaps, cease for five minutes at least to 
suspect 'him of perpetually plotting the im- 

werishment of all Europo for the benefit of 
is countrymen alone, will be some- 
thing gained, even if the more reasonable 
temper should only last. while tho echoes of 
the cheers with which tho peroration was 
received in the Guildhall go rumbling round 
the world. 
































le on “ The Austrian Point of 
Danger,’ is shown that the Emperor- 
King must make his people realise how 
vital to the Austrian Empire is the political 
union of German and Magyar as against . 
the overwhelming tide of Slavism. ‘The 
real Austrian problem is, and: must always 
be, because it is a problem bequeathed by 
the historical forces-of centuries of Europ 
ean life, to control by superior intelligence 
the more natural evolution of contending 
races, and dialects, and’ interests. That 
is the essential problem before the Emperor 
today.” Among the other articles is a 
trenchant one on ‘The British Motor 
Syndicate,” and a very interesting one on 
“The Direction of our Foreign Trade.” 
We note in the Berlin correspondence of 
the Economist that, “the Minister of Com- 
merce having asked the Chambers of Com- 
merce as to their opinion eoncerning an 
extension of the steamer lines to East Asia, 
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most Chambers have. replied that the in- 
“terests of trade made auch an extension 
most desirable.” 

The Notes in the Saturday Review this. 
week are specially. interesting ; we must 
find room for two of them 


It is, just as well thats little light should 
be thrown on. the disastrous influence of the 
Shipping, Ring upon British. trade. Sir 
‘Thomas Sutherland and Sir Donald Currie are 
no doubt ardent paper patriots, but that does 
not prevent them from: doing their best to 
ruin English trade by favouring our foreign 
rivals in the matter of freights, ‘The P. and 
0: Company is subsidised ‘by the British 
Government at the rate of £1,0000day. In 
return it has handed over the British trede 
in steel and iron for India to Belgium and 
Germany. ‘The mode of proceeding was to 
sharge 15s. 9d. a.ton on iron from-London to 
India and 10s. «ton from Amsterdam. Now 
tho rates have, heen equalisd, but the mis- 
chief has been done. jan and German 
manufacturers have obtained a footing 
India which thoy had long striven to obt 
and from which it will be impossible to di 
lodge them. ‘To Java and other Eastern 

rts the preferential rates in favour of our 
foreign competitors still exist. Sir Thomas 
Sutherland is the chairman of the P. and 0, 
Company. He is also the Liberal-Unionist 
M.P, for Greenock. Sir Donald Currie’s 
Ceati tne of steamships plays the me game 
with the. freights to South Africa, and Sic 
Donald, Currie is the Liberal-Unionist mem- 
ber for West Perthshire, In the future we 
shall now exactly how much the professions 
of patriotism of these two honourable knights 
are worth. 


















Lord Salisbury does not often display such | f™ 


ineptitude or indeed such ignorance of the 
real conditions of any question as he did in 
his speech to the Consorvative delegates on 
Tuesday night, though his excursions, into 
rochial_politics have nover been qnite 
apy. It is certain that the principal 
juestion which will excite public interest 
luring the next Session of Parliament is to bo 
that of Army Reform, and the Prime Minister 
might usefully baye given some hints as to 
the policy of the Government on the subject 
Instead, he made a violent attack on the 
London’ County Council, apparently in com- 
ete ignorance of the fact that the demand 
Fer soparate municipalities for London as 6 
substitute, for the County Council, has, dis- 
appeared. ‘The Moderates on the London 
wunty Council clearly realise now, whatever 
may havo been tho ease two years ago, that 
there must be a central authority for London, 
whatever is done to enhance the di 
powers of the local authorities. 
right and proper that, instead of a host of 
little Vestries, thero should be a number of 
separate municipalities in London, each with 
its own Mayor and his own Council, but the 
number of-powors possssed by the County 
ly 


















Council which could be usofully transferred 
to the authorities is very small, and on the 
other. hand there are a few. functions of the 
‘Vestries which could be much more efficiently 
undortaken by the central authority. 


In two other Notes the Saturday shows 
that it appreciates the importance of 
Russia's movements in the Far East. It 
notes tho reinforcements that are coming 
out from Odessa, and Russia’s great 
strength on land and her comparative 
weakness at sea. The Editor of the Satur- 
day prints another conversation between 
himself and the late Sir Hercules Robinson, 
which tends to show that Sir Graham Bower 
purposely delayed thedispatch of the famous 
telegrams intended to stop the Jameson 
Rail The writing in the Seturday.is 
always spirited, sh names as Max Beer- 
polm, *D. S. M.,” “J. F. R.,” and “G, 
B. S.” being guarantees against dullness, 

‘The Spectator, which writes with know- 
ledge, has a very good note on the Indian 
Frontier Expedition :-— 

<We have complete confidence in Sir 
Lockhart, but: the conditions for+h 
cruel. If he does, nothing the campaign does 
not advance ; if he moves forward it must be 
in small brigades, because of transport, food, 
and, the endless ‘water trouble. ‘The enemy 
melis away into the hills, and, then when, the 
brigade retires, advances by tinknown paths 














“to within fifty yards” to pour in a fire from 


rifles.which are ag good. as. our own, for the 
sigiplo reason .that- they. were-for.the most 
part stolen from our own arsenals. The 
‘clansmen are individually as brave a3 our own 
people ; they have learned to shoot straight, 
and they have an inexplicable. facility in 
scting in the dark, whichy on the other hand, 
bewilders. and daunts our own best trained | 
men. The losses are incessant, and as yet 
there is no.clear prospect of their cessation. 
Groups of the clansmer, probably. boycotted 
fr some offence against clan rules, k 

coming in,” but the war continues, and wi 
continue until our terms are known. It isa 
dreary business, let Lord George Hamilton 
say what he likes, and, for ourselves, we see 
no reason for claiming territory we do not 
want, or insisting ona disarmament which we 
cannot carry out. We might as well insist 
that all tigers in the jungle shall have their 
claws cut as token: of their submission to 
the elephants. 


‘And there is another worth quoting on 
the new Eldorado within the Arctic 
Circle :-— 

‘The question whether the Yukon region is 
fall of gold, or has been selected by acute 

stors as the scene of an enormous fraud 
—for that is the real dispute—seems to be 
tting cleared up. The district is exceed- 
ingly rich, though it isso distant and so arctic 
that the cost of working it will be excepti 
ally great. The Ottawa correspondent of the 
‘Times, for example, reports the opinion of 
Mr. Ogilvie, a Canadian geologist, who has 
worked there for years, and is said te be the 
best living wuthority.” He declares that the 
region west and east of the collection of huts 
‘caves known as Dawson City stretches 
five hundred: miles by one hundred over 
all which gold is found in the creeks, 
usually twenty-five feet below the sur- 
face. ‘The miners have to make holes by 
burning the frozen ground, but they thea 
come on rich paying streaks of frozen gravel 
about 3 ft. thick. “On Bonanza Creek one 
hondred claims will yield from £50,000 to 
£100,000 each. At Eldorado there are thirts 
claims which will yield £200,000 cach, an 
the two creeka are expected to yield before 
they are exhausted £14,000,000 sterling. 
Even richer spots will, it is said, though not 
by Mr. Ogilvie, be, discovered; but, on the 
other hand, fuel is cruelly dear, the roughest 
food is scarce in Dawson City, and it will bo 
twelve months before a reasonably. safe route 
can be cut and protected. Till then the work 
isonly for those who are fit for.an Arctic 
expedition without furs. Note as a curious 
fact that the engineers think that the best 
means of getting food to Dawson is to drive 
sheep there, because the sheep carry them- 
selves and their great-coats. 

‘The Spectator too, makes Lord Salisbury 
and his Guildhall speech the subject of its 
first leader. It confesses that Lord Salis- 
bury is a supremely able man, and in 
many respects a supremely able Foreign 
Minister; but he is wanting in firm- 
ness and iatence and is apt to 
treat questions even of great moment 
with a certain levity. Then the Spec- 
tator shows what an overrated instru- 
ment the steam roller which Lord Salis- 
bury so commended is. “It either. stands 
absolutely still or, moves in, the direction 
and at the pace prescribed by the German 
Government.” In an article headed ‘‘Lord 
Lansdowne on the Frontier War,” the 

















Spectator shows what a useless and exas- |; 


erating war we are waging against tho 
Fiibesmen. “If we lost it we should be 
half ruined, and if we win it, if, that is, 
thirty or forty clans and half clans ‘come 
in’ and perjure themselves freely.as to 
their realiness to be disarmed, wo sball 
have gained nothing ; not a square mile of, 
profitable land, not a recruit, not a position 
from which we could more advant 
resist foes coming from the North.” 

‘There is a capital small:type article on 
“Dialect Poetry,” dealing with the late 
Mr. Brown, and Mr. Spec gives a delight- 
fal quotation from his Betsy Lee : 





tageously |. 





“Now the beauty of the thing when childher, 


plays is - 
‘The terrible wonderful length the days is, 
Up you jumps, snd out in the san, 


‘And you fancy the day will never be done: 
‘And you're chasin the bumbees hummin so 





cross 
In hot sweet air among the, zorse] 
Or quuirris olor belle or okie ne aoe? 
Or peltin the ducks with their yalla legs, 
Or. a. climbin, and: nearly breakin “your 
Or a shovtin for divilment after the gulls, 
Or. thinkin of nothin,, but:down-at.the 


1 out.for the-happy you fecl inside. 


ide, 





‘That's the way with the. 

‘And the years do come an 

‘And when you look back it's 
- Happy, and over and short enoug! 


ids; you know, 











Autports, 





CHINANFU.. 
(PROM, OUR, OWN. CORRESPONDENT.) 
eon 
OUR: NEW GOVERKOR 
arrived on Sunday the 28th ult. and, took 
es 





over the seals of office yesterday, the 30th, 
the ‘old Governor, Li ‘Ping-héng, ‘leavin; 
‘almost immediately. We hope’ for 
‘things from the new incumbent in the way 
of en ent of Western learning, etc., 
but-only the fature can reveal 
WHAT IS.IN STORE FOR SHANTUNG 

under the new administration. -With its 
natural resources. in the way of coal, iron 
gold, silver, and other minerals, Shantang 
would seem quite as well worth developing 28 
almost any other province in China, yet we 
henr and seo. nothing of proepectors-in ihe 
province nor do we hear the remotest rumours 
of future railroads. We hava, only.. one 
crumb of comfort to.feed our hopes upon 
and that is the assurance that in the near 
future an office of the Imperial post will be 
opened in Chinanfu, which we hope may 
expedite our mail service, 

THE MURDER OF THE GERMAN PRIESTS, 

It is reported from Ohiningchou that 
several of the robbers who were concerned 
in: the murder of the two German priests 
near that place ety last month hve been 
arrested, and the utmost: effort’ is’ bein 
made to:apprehend all: who were eogaged 
in-the affiir. 


‘THE OFFICIAL OF. THE COUNTY, 
where. the murders occurred, Mr, Hau, is 
friendly to. forvigners ‘and fond’ of 
i iving in Chinanfa 
some. years ago he bought two sewir 
machines of one of the missionaries here and 
since taking office where-he is now located 
has been investing in American bicycles. He 
isa very. pleasant fiendly official, who n0 
doubt will do his best, to manage this: most 
deplorable affair in « vigorous manner, Tt 
is said he is much alarmed for fear he may 
Jose hiis place in consequence of the murder 











of the priests, but no, oficial to 
fave devised plan by which these Yebber 
raids in that region can be prevented. 


1st December. 








“The Health and Vigour of aa individual 
depend upon the quantity and quality. of ‘the 
‘blood. ° ‘When the tissues have been'at work, 
there are thrown into the blood waste pro- 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated. but 
{trough any-canse), detained in the, blood 
they influence natrition. and: fanction and 
finally produce organic disease." —The Huma- 
itarian. In cases of Scrofala, Scurvy, Eczema, 
"Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples 
‘and Sores of all kinds, the effects of: Clarke's 
Blood Mixtureare marvellous. Thousands of 
‘wonderful cares. have been effected by. it. 
Clarke's Blood Mixtareis sold everywhere, at 
2s. $d. pet bottle. Beware of worthless imita- 
tions and substitutes, wT 
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CHINEIANG. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT) 


‘THE BUSINESS PROSPERITY 
of this port seems to be on the increase, is 
She iady fede from “what he oes, he 
umber of new houses built or of old ones 
Febuilt, tho great demand for houses and 
the very high rents that are paid all seem 
to indicate prosperity. Just row steamers 
are being loaded ‘with peanuts, enormous 
piles are’ ying still, uoshipped and 
Ere coming ‘in. Crowds of wretched 
Shantung coolies eke out their poor 
existence by carrying peanut and rica 
But ia spite of come earning a few cath, 
the number of extremely poor seems to be 
fom the constant increase, supplied chiefly 
from the two great sourees, an tnepeskably 
bad government and the’ ever-increasing 
opiumemoking habit. For a reason not 
made known to us, 

OUR AMERICAN FLAG 

seems to have come to grief. For many 
Ser oul the tare sia fas kept lone aed 
tolitary in the sunshine, Whether the wind 
has turned thestarsfand stripes into stars and 
sir and Unele Sam ‘has not sant out any 
dollars to buy © new one, or whether the 
Americans a lly of we mislemesnour 
and no longer deservo to be honoured with 
afiag, or whether the Great Republic haa 
declared war with the Dragon “Throne— 
‘whatever mey be the explanation, the fact 


remsins, 
‘HYMEN, 

Our young people—and middleaged—are 
stil marrying and getiog marred (ough 
sometimes “on the sly”), showing that they 
are determined to ‘make the best of the 
present life. The last member of our com- 
munity who has thus entangled himself is 
Mr. Jas. Gibson, married to Miss Lydia 
Martin of the China Inland Mission. 

PAGODA-REPAIBING. 

‘The work of repairing the pagoda on 
Golden Island has been again resumed. Tt 
waa begun a number of months ago, but an 
‘accident which rosulted in the death of one 
or two workmen was the occasion for the 
suspension of the enterprise until quite 
recently. The city is extending in the 
direction of Golden Island. A new foreign 
establishment in that seetion is just about 
completed, ‘This foreign (Gerinan) firm 
desis in duck eggs and mauipulates them 
in a (to the Chinese) mysterious way to 
be usedin the home land. When tie firm 

business here it was amusing to 
hear the natives give an account of the 
‘occult art, not knowing and greatly fearing 
what might come next. 
‘THE YANGTSZE 
is very low here and reveals a large muddy 
fist on the Chinkiang side, An enterpris: 
ing Iand-grabber might avail himselt of the 
resent low water and recover a considers- 
le amount of new territory for building 
sites, 
2ist December. 


‘TSAI TAOTAL. 
Four years ago Tsai Taotai of Shanghai 
ras the Acting Taotai at Chinkiang’ for 
six months; during that time he contributed 
very generously in money to the various 
charitable institutions of this city, both 
foreign and Chinese. It is said that he 
was the most popular Taotai Chinkiang 
ever had, and when he left the whole 
population of the city and the fore 
community turned out to ses him off The 
pocple wanted him to be tho Chinkiang 
tai this time, but the Emperor has chosen 
him to assume the seals of the Shanghai 
Taoteiship, where he can have a greater 
aphore to distinguish himself and » larger 
ield for feng ic work. Although 
placed in Shanghai Mr. Tsai has not for- 
gotten his former port. About a month 
ago he sent two hundred nicely wadde 
germents to one of his friends i 





















asking that these clothes be distributed to 
the poor of Chinkiang. , The whole number 
hhas been given out. Those who came in 
for a jacket or a pair of trousers will be 
sure to have warmer feelings, during these 
cold winter days, for this kind-hearted 


icial. 
‘27th December. 





CHUNGKING. 


(nou ovz ows connesroxDENt.) 





4 MISSIONARY DISTURBANCE. 
Along story could be told of the anti- 
foreign disposition of the natives of 
Kiangpeh. It is well-known that they had 
and still have a most inveterate dislike to 
Roman Catholicism, and it is ssid that, 
for many years, no Roman Catholic convert 
ermitted to live among them. 

and, for that matter, comedies 
have occurred in connection ’ with the 
stcuggle to establish Christianity in heathen 
Kiangpeh. I am sorry to have to tell 
that the »pirit of opposition has not yet 
died down. It hus ouce more broken out, 
e in connection with a Pro- 
briefy telling 
remind your 
city 
n 















geographical pemphl 


—a comparatively 
mail city situated o: nk of the 


‘he same bank of the 











gtze as its much more important 
neighbour Chungking. It is sej 
from the latter by the ‘ Small Riv 





Kialisng, which, by the way, is not so small 
as its name might lead people to suppose, 
since with its tributaries it drains the whole 
vorthern district «f the province, and is a 
highway for nearly all the trade and com- 





merce of those parts, It is historically 
true that Kiaugpeh has long been inimical 
to foreigners, Harmless visiturs have fee- 





quently been stoned while passing through 
its streets. During the four or 
five years, certain Methodist Episcopal 

ionaries have’ been trying to do x 
quiet work among the people, although 
no house or shop Has been rented by 
them. Tt goes without saying that their 
only object in visiting the place was 
to benefit the people. How much the 
Kisngpeh peopie need professional 
(and it so happens that the missionaries 











who have for the mast part heen engaged 
in this Kiangpeh work have been medicil 
mei 


the writer can testify from personal 
to the place. In hie opinion 
iangpeh might not unfairly ba described 
asa city abounding in riugworm and itch ! 
No more ghastly sights, due to the ravag 
of neglected skin disease, has he seen xn; 
whore than in this very city of Kiangpeh. 
Only last Tue-dey, De. F. 2M. Woolney 
crossed the river to carry out his usual 
Deneficent programme, taking with him a 
trained native assistent and a coolie. 
Nothing of moment seems to have occurred 
until the neighbourhood of the yamén was 
reached when the paper which thedoctor was 
quietly reading was rud 
his hands by some individual uoknown. 
Naturally the doctor attempted to recover 
his property, but as he did so, yet another 
magazine was viclently removed from his 
pocket. This little incident was the com- 
mencement of a disturbance which, how- 
ever, was not sufficiently threatening at 
the time t» cause the doctor to alter his 
determination to go on with his work. 
Of course. the crowd was uprosrious and 
insulting, and it seemed to be largely mado 
up of the military stadent class. Brickbats 
were numerous, but heppily, at this 
stage, took little effect. On reaching his 
customary stand in a temple, Dr. Woolsey 
commenced his work in spite of the hostile 
attitude of th> crowd, and actually did 
hold his groand for ‘about two hours. 
Meanwhile his assistant had appealed for 


























d | aid from the yamén officials in the neigh- 


bourhood, but 





NO AID WAS RENDERED. 

The doctor's retirement was the signal 
for another and much more serious attack. 
‘Then in the neighbourhood of the yamén 
brickbats and stones became very plentiful, 
while the crowd, which numbered by this 
time not less then 300, hooted and yelled 
like so many demons. "Unfortunately, De 
Woolsey did not escape uninjured. Several 
stones struck’him more or less severely 
about the body, snd one found its way 
to his face which retains to this hour an 
ugly scar as evidence of the reslity of the 
row. All through the disturbance thor 
was no attempt made by auy one to protect 
the stranger, and it is worth noting that 
the worst part of the affair happened just 
hen the foreigner was in close proximity to 
the yamén, After ranning the gauntlet for 
sometime, Dr, Woolsey succeeded in reach- 
ing once on the ferry-boat 
he was comparatively safe. The attack 
may or may not have been premeditated, 
but it romains true that it was a cowardly 
assault upon a a harmless and defenceless 
man. There is some consolation in the 
fact that Consul Smithers has now the 
in hand, and that he will not rest sati 
until the right thing has been done in 
regard to it. Dr. Woolsey is to be con- 
gratulated that nothing worse befel him 
than a more or less severe cut on the face, 













dJand, of course, the nervous shock of the 


moment. It is sincerely hoped that one 
result of the outrage will be the acquire. 
ment by the Methodist Episcopal Mission of 








ted | Chungking of asuitable placefor carrying on 





regular aud permanent missionary work in 
Kiangpeh. Angthing short of this would 
be an unsatisfactory end to the incident, 

A SCHOOL FOR FOREIONERS, 

As was intimated in iny Inst letter a 
tinct and very practical step has been 
taken in connection with the propos 
school for missionaries’ children which is 
being floated by the members of the 
local’ F.F.M.A. Prospectuses have now 
been issued, and a definite date, the Ist 
of March, 1898, has been fixed for the 
opening of the school. ‘This school 
ovght to’have a very successful future, 
It comes to meet @ long-folt want in'the 
whole district, and Szechuan missionaries 
ought to be, and doubtless are, grateful 
to those who have, in spite of very real dif- 
brought it into existencc. The 
iat is most comfortably arranged 

ealthily and picturesquely situat- 
d with plenty of space for play-ground on 
the adjacont hills to the south. Its excol- 
lent sanitary conditions have been certified 
to by the three local -physicians who live 
among.us, For the rest, with so experienced 
a lady xs Mrs, Davidson at its head, the 
Institution onght to command very general 
confidence and support. It only remains 
to add that the fees per term, while only 
tentative, s0 far, appear to be reasonable 
and the advant«ges numerous... May every 
success attend this new and important 
undertaking in West China. 

POLITICAL AFPATRS, 

The rumour of » German ‘incident’ 
on the coast has given rise to a considerable 
amount of talk on the streets and in the 
local tea-shops. At first the feeling 
appeared to be one of alarm lest China was 
in for another war: subsequently some. 
thing like xstonishment was expressed 
that the Middle Kingdom should patiently 
submit to have another slice of her very 
own territory taken from her without 
protest; and the: third phase of public 
sentiment would seem to be one of atoical 
indifference in regard to the whole tran- 
saction, for the matter is not now referred 
to by those with whom your correspond- 
ent has any dealings. After all, what do 
these people know of Germany? And if 
trouble did occur, would it not be a mere 
matter of di-pute between the mandarins 
of the two countries? Most certainly the 
bulk of the people in this neighbourhood 
would view'an outbreak of disturbanca in 
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this light, although the fact of an inter- 
national squabble might very likely revive 
the old spirit.of dislike for foreigners and 
everything foreign. 

ADVANCING. 

Our weather is of the dullest with .not 
‘a glint of sunshine'to cheer us as we grope 
our way through the gloomy streets of 
Chungking. Still, matters might have 
been worse, We might have had a famine. 
Rice is faitly cheap, and work is on the 
whole plentiful—cheerful facts which will 
help us to enjoy our Christmas dinners 
and our Christmas services when the time 
comes. ‘Chen last of all, though by no 
means least, of the advatages in which we 
ate revelling just now, interest centres 
round the person of a Shanghai tailor who 
has come to stay with us for a time, 
Whatever people say to the contrary 
Chungking must be advancing ! A resident 
foreign tailor in Chungking! Who dare 
have thought of it, sey, even five years ago? 
Most distinctly Chungking is gettting on. 

LATER NEWS OF THE RIOT. 

Since completing the above, news has 
reached me have been 
arrested in connection with the attack made 
upon Dr, Woolsey at Kisngpeh, and that 
the magistrate has sentenced each of th 
to receive 600 strokes with the bambo», 
and to be im 
common gavl, ‘This is al! very well pro- 
vided there has been no hwkery-pokery 
over the men, But this is just what one 
fears in connection with all important judi- 
cial sentences in China, aud hence a doubt 
that, in this cave, punishment may possibly 
have been awarded to quite the wrong par- 
ties. The crowd which assaulte? Dr. Wool- 
sey was largely composed of military stud- 
ents, The writer has not heard that the men 
wh» were bambooed yesterday belonged to 
that well-known rowdy class. In any case, 
whether the right men have been punished 
or vot, it would appear t» be distinctly 
incumbent upon those who are navigating 
the case through the yamén to see that a 
different and moro worthy settlement of 
ths affair be arrived at. A recognised 
homo or house for the missional the 
plico where the attack was made would be 
the hest outcome of the occurrence, and 
we hope this will be secured. 

14th December 


























FORMOSA. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


‘THE GERMAN CONSUL. 
Dr. C. Merz, the very efficient and - 
lar Consul for Germany, departed frome For- 
mosa on the 20th for Amoy where he will 
serve as the future guardian of German 
interests. While we must congratulate the 
Doctor upon having secured a more pleasant 
ost more agreeable and homelike for his 
ily, yet we regret that our little settle- 
ment at ‘Twatutia should lose the fel 
hospitality so freely extended by the Doctor, 
Mrs, Merz, and her sister Miss Firus. 
Bachelor parties will now perforce re- 
lace the pleasant evenings at the 
rman Consulate. Dr. Miiller is in ch 
of tho Consulate pending the arrival of Ms. 
Beinadorf, former Acting Consul at Amory, 
who it is reported will have charge of the 
Formosan Consulate for the present. It is 
chaps not generally known that the 
jest building in the island is the German 
Consulate at Twatutia. It is on the bank of | 
the Tamsui river conveniently located and 
a great ornament to the city. The English 
Consulate is established down the river at 
Hobé although a Consular office has been 
opened at Twatutia. It is reported that the 
English Consul desires to establish the Con- 
sulate here and is looking ‘for suitable 
quarters. The Spanish and French Consuls 
would also establish themselves nent- 
ly-here if suitable quarters could.be obtain- 
ed, but regardless of the construction of 





many new buildings there is still a great 
demand for houses which can be rarely 
satisfied and only then at an excessively 
high rental. 

A CONTRADICTION. 

The report published in some Shanghai 
paper from an Amoy mndent regard- 
ing the great preparations the Japanese aro 
making to defend the island (presumably 

inst the French) and the large numbers 
Of transports carrying troops to ‘Formosa is 
8 pure canard. ‘Thero are no preparations 
out of the ordinary in progress and no 
transports are arriving with troops—it might 
be well for the internal peace of the island 
if there were. The report regarding the 
French and Formosa pear to 
have disturbed the Japanese in the least. 
Should the French ever come to Formosa 
ie will be necessary thet they come beter 

2 


muipped than the last French expeditic 
nee — 
UNREST. 
The country is very much disturbed, 


reports of attacks by armed bands of robbers 
coming in nearly every day. ‘Travel in the 
interior is unsafe at present. Not much 
improvement can be expected until after 
China New Year. 


‘Twatutia, 23rd December. 





ICHANG. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





THE FALLING WATER. 

‘Things have been moving very quietly in 
our port for quite a long time, every one 
enjoying the fine spell we have had of sunny 
dry weather. If Oclober was wet and dis- 
agreeable, everything since then has been 

that could be desired, and it does not 
seem even yet as if a break were near, 
‘The water is falling more slowly than last 
year, there being just now some feet more 
than at the same date in 1896. We are 
yet without our beach accordingly, and it is 
B trifle higher that the busy street which 
springs up in winter and disappears in 
early sumnier is being built. Down the 
river, however, the shallows have all appear- 
edand the steamers are finding if increas- 
ingly difficult to navigate. On the last 
down trip, for instance, we hear that the 
‘Shasi was aground for three days. The 
steamers are back to their old ways sgain, 
and our dreams of a service ant 
fixed days have been doomed to dis- 
appointment. Of late some have been goin; 
and coming quickly to put in the appoint 
number of runs for the year, others dawdling, 
their work being practically done. 

‘VISITORS. 

One item must recur as per usual, and 
the fact be noted that passing guests 
this season seem about as numerous as in 
former years. We have had no ‘Com- 
missions” this time, like the Lyons 
and Blackburn ones. But missionary guests 
have come and gone, some proceeding 
downwards, for furlough, etc., others going 
up to resume work in the West, or to 
begin it, being “new bands” One of 
the most recent parties was rather un- 
fortunate, a lady worker, going up to the 
C. M.S. in Szechuan, under escort of friends 
of another mission, was taken seriously ill. 
For some days we were rather anxious 
about her, bat happily she is now almost 
well again. Her party, however, had to pro- 
ceed, 80 that she and a companion will need 
to stay here till some other escort turns 
up. Of “lay” visitors Ido not need to 
mak. You have long ere this had the 
pleasure in Shanghai of welcoming the most 
notable of them, the round-the-world 


cyclist a3 well as Mr. A. J. Little 
fom Chungking. 


CONSULAR MOVEMENTS. 

‘Weare at present under the Consular 
care of Mr. Clennell,—more than ‘a mere 
visitor, less than  resident,—who has come 


‘ap from Shasi, while his chief, Mr, Holland, 
is taking a short holiday. But the Consul 
himeelf will be back in time for Christmas, 
itis 

MACHINERY PASSING UP. 

It is not often one notes what goes up oF 
down in the way of Tut @ couple of 
weeks ago a big bit of freight which is 
worth mentioning went up. ‘This was the 
rachinery for the mint which is to be 
esiablished at Chéngtu, to coin dollars, ete., 
for Szechuan. Some of the pieces ’ were 
very heavy and unwieldly, and It was a 
business getting them first on tothe lighters 
and then on to the junk that was to take 
them up. One hopes they got safely to 
their destination. 

‘SHASI. 


ndent spent a few hours at 
‘Shasi last week and found the little foreign 
community there well and hearty. It has 
notproved.a very healthy location, 3s most of 
those who had not fever, are reported to have 
had rheumatism from the damp atmosphere 
prevailing when the marshy places about 
were drying. There are some signs of pro- 
ga this port, The Swedish Mission 
is almost out of the workmen’s hands 
and is already occupied by one of the 
families who will work there. A splendid 
house is being built for the Commissioner, 
righton the Bund, and is almost ready for the 
roof. It is very conspicuous and is a constant 
source of interest to the native mind. Hardly 
less so, is the hulk which the China 
Merchants’ Co. have now moored off their 
office and godown. The natives seem never 
to weary of admiring its size and of morvel- 
ling at ‘the huge links ofits chain. This 
will be an immense convenience for the 
trafic, especially io summer. ‘To make a 
ship's. side in midstream in a seven or 
eight knots current, and get one’s self and 
baggage transferred froma sampan to the 
steamers, was a trial to the strongest 
nerves, and a constant source of risk 
and danger. It is to be hoped the other 
companies will follow suit and do 
away with this exciting business. ‘Trade 
is still very poor here, but is slowly growing 
as the advantage of speedy and safe trans~ 
port bysteamer gets known. That an im- 
mense trade is done at Shasi is evident 
from the busy streets and fi after di of 
‘ive shipping along the front and on the 
inner river. But the steamers have anil 
to touch this yet. In fact it wi 
need to be more vigorously pushed than the 
agents seem to be pushing it, before the 
rt can be considered a success. But it is 
yund to come. 


18th December. 


Your 

















SOOCHOW. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
—— 
CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES. 

On Christmas Eve there was a lively 
entertainment at the home of Dr. Dubose. 
Nearly all the missionaries in the city were 
present. The beauty aud the chivalry of 
the foreign concession were gathered there. 
‘And there was beauty from Shanghai and 
chivalry from Changeu and Kiangyin in 
attendance. Sonzs and music on strin 
and wind instruments added to the enjoy- 
ment of the guests. After refreshments had 
been served there were more songs and 
music. Altogether it was a delightful enter- 
tainment, leaving in the minds of 80 or 49 
ests grateful memories of the kindness of 
‘Nellie Dubose and her parents whose 
invitations had brought this goodly com- 
pany together. 

On Christmas day the little folks gathered 
around « Christmas tree blazing with candles 
and gleaming with fruit which consisted of 
presents for the children. Near the tree 
Was a large stocking, hanging from the 
ceiling, a heavily weighted with 


resents that it required three men to hold 









FESwhile its contents were taken out and 
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distributed, to happy boys and girls, whose 
hands and pockets were fille fo overiowiig 
with Christntés gifts. ‘The ° parents’ anc 
friends’ of the little “cries shared in their 
joy, and Dr. and Mrs. Park, at whose 
hiss the’ tree “mid “the ‘stocking were 
found; were made to feel. the happiness” of 


making others happy. 
Kt tke hoo! were Mi Anderson has 
several tons'of young men studying English, 
Ahn students dremel the Spel with ingt 
and. e% and) mt cing a 
bright and attractive ecene. On: Christinas 
morning’ the room was packed full. Appro- 
priate’ songs were sung and addresses made 
in commemoration of the coming into the 
world of the Saviour of men. 
POVERTY, EXACTION, MURDER. 
In sharp contrast with the scenes just 
discribed, a sad event has occurred’ in 
connection with the ‘attempts made -by 
land-owners to ‘force the ‘peasants to pay 
rent-rice, Many men are’ to be seen. wear- 
ing the wooden collar ‘now-a-days, and the 
ice is refusal to:pay the annual rental 
de to Inad-owiers. ‘The taxes dué to the 
vernment, mn. yy ten 
a cent, are coming in slowly but steadily. 
Miny Taadcowners employ rough fellows 
who pretend to be policemen:and go'with 
their employers to help thém brow-beat ‘the 
peasants and frighten them into payment of 
Tent-rice, ‘In a village’ north of Soochow a 
few days ago, during ‘an altercation caused 
by’ a persistent re! to pay rent, a peasant 
woman, ‘who was loud and abusive, was 
struck in the face by a man who ‘pretended 
to be a policeman. She fell under the blow 
and died in a few moments, . Bystanders 
carried her home, but her neighbours prompt- 
ly took her back to the spot where she died 
and laid: her there. The case is still sub. 
juice. 
Some years’ ago in a town north-west of 
Soochow circumstances: similar to these 
occurred. The ‘magistrate and his ‘secre- 
taries had'been paid, to be blind, and when 
the masgistrate ‘held ‘the usual inquest over 
the corpse of ‘the peasant, who in that in- 
stance Was! ‘an’ opium-smoker, he saw no 
signs of violence, ‘and desided that the 
accused 'Iand-owner, a very rich man, 
Was ‘not even: guilty ‘ of manslaughter, 
But the its considered ‘him’ “of 
murder. They mobbed the magistrate, pelted 
his chair'with mud, and rising en maxee they 
wont to'the rich ‘man’s house and razed it to 
the ground, 
28th December. 











TEHNGANFU—HUPEH. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
qeacteialorraa 


THE RECENT ‘RIOTS, 

Ammediately after the conclusion of the 
trial of the ex-Military B.A., a consultation 
was held by Ses the Chief Censors 
who had been called out by him, and the 
Consul’s representative as to the damages 
be atvaided. These being settled, the mis- 
sionaries started to revisit and work amon; 
the churches which had been scattered, 
‘The Christians and enguirers of all sortshave 
suffered much, and it is apparent that the 
damages. awarded do not nearly cover their 
lostes.: If the stolen p1 much of which 
‘has been traced; be returned their lot will be 
easier than’ it is‘now.' Although the Cen- 
sors were d to see that property 
traced should be returned, little is being 
done by them, except as prewuze is brought 
to bear upon’ them by the missionary. 
Order hes restored, and many of the 
seventeen men, whose names have 
published on the proclamations, are wonder- 
ing what their ‘punishment will be. The 
@x-B.A. has béen sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment. He is not the only one 
who deserves that punishment, The state- 


ments made 
to be reskie? “ener & chapel 
Wealeyan Mim.-.i had been destroyed 











ing the trouble. A few glass tiles were 
removed from the’ roof-of a village chapel ; 
no‘other injury has been done:to any of 
Our chapels ‘and in the tircuit. 2.That 
the Roman Catholics were the cause directly 
or indirectly of these troubles. This is en- 
tirely a mistake. 

OFFICIAL ‘CHANGES, NEW /SUB-PREFECT. 

While the je was proceeding the newly’ 
‘appointed sub-prefect passed making 
tbbtuun alo Let the sano de} to aks 
over his seals ‘of office. It is his first appoint- 
meat, He has'a large'sphere to govern and 
some hard cases to try. His’ instructions 
from’ the Viceroy were clear, ‘and we wait 
to see: how he will deal with the assailants 
of the late sub-prefect, the ‘murderers of the 


- | Saichou runners, arid the condemned perse- 


cators, ‘The arrival’ of the previous prefect, 
the transfer of official seals by the reéent 
acting one, and his departure to Wuching 
flowed within three days after'the ex 
lotion of the riot trial. The present prefect 
as to thauk officials,. censors, and riches 
for his return to this prefecture, It is to be 
hoped that the son who. caused his father’s 
temporary retirement from office, will. be 
careful to give him no further : trouble. 
‘The recently, promoted colonel left the day 
before his euscesor came, While making 
a final inspection ofeverythin; fore leavin; 
he hind occasion’ to astead a ladder; the 
ladder gave way, and he fell some distance, 
dislocating. his thigh, ‘The usual charms 
were used by the quacks ‘and the Taoists 
without any effect. “After this a native limb- 
setter was called in, the following day the 
Colonel was carried in a chair to his boat. 
His friends said he was better. The new 
colonel arrived ‘the day following. He is 
bere pro tem. 
SCHOOL OF WESTERN LANGUAGES, 

This institution is of the’ past. The 
students were dissatisfied with the progres 
they made. Some of them withdrew 
their agreement and this made a finaxicial 
difficulty. ‘The few remaining students 
would not pay the salary’ originally agreed 
upon. For a time a lesser was 
accepted; “but the professor lias since -re~ 
signed and left the city for Hankow. 

HIGHWAY ROBBERY. 

~ A’ painful. case’ of robbery occurred afew 
& out of the city. An old man from 
Hoiaokanhsien had been to Siho, a large 
town 90 % from here, to visit ‘his son. 
He was returning Jaden with a very 
small parcel. - This’ some evilly disposed 
person imagined, must be silver, “While 
the man was crossing an unfrequented 
road across a long stretch of sand he was 
set upon with a chopper, rendered senseless, 
and his packet of cakes, valued 80 cash, were 
made off with, He was found severely 
wounded, and carried into the district 
yamtn where he is slowly recovering. ‘The 
thief has been caught 

YINGTSENGHSIEN, 

The Belgian who has been inspecting the 

gypsum mints has, ‘we are’ told, token 





to! a residence inside “the city. If ‘rumour 
be true, the residence was easily: obtained : 


as the merchant has wisely sent a large pre- 
sentof silver tothe district magistrate. ‘The 
zeal with which many in this district seek 
to join the church is only equalled by: the 
manner in which these would-be Christians 
deceive a foreign visitor who passes through 
their city. A missionary passing from Teb- 
gana to Nganlufi Eindly undertook to con: 
duct the Sabbath services. Some~ people 
pressed him to visit dying man. The first 
man to meet our missionary friend was the 
supposed dying man,.who. came leisurely 
out smoking his pipe. ‘The presence of the 
foreigner would intimidate this dying man’s 
‘opponents. So his scheme succeeded 
SUICEOU. 

‘Threg arrests Have been made in connec- 
tion with the murder of four ‘Tanners and 
‘one soldier. These’ men ‘have: confessed to 
the crime, .and. have given the names’of 
their accomplices. 





coming south ‘with 7,000 taels for trading 
purposes. When on tho border of Suichou, 
a band of robbers'sbt figitely upon the mer- 
chants and barrow coolies-‘and soon made 
off with the whole of the spoil. News 
was soon conveyed to Tsaoyang, and mount- 
ed troopers were sent out to-scout the land, 
but up ‘to the time of writiig, nothing has 
been heard of either silver,’ or ‘thieves, 
Since this robbery,- military guards ‘are 
appointed to escort silver. This is the 
tind robbery of its kind recently made, 
WIFE BEATERS, 

‘Twice recently one has been reminded of 
the bratal wife assaults of the Black Country, 
‘A young man recently went home, care 
fally barred the street door, seized a chopper 
and set to beating his wifo. ‘Tho sound of 
the blows and the screams of the woman 
drew the attention of neighbours’ who 
through the crevices of the door, saw the 
brutal fellow beating the woman’s bound 
feet with the heavy “end ofthe axe. 
‘The assailant did not cease until the doors 
were burst open and he was seized. Later 
in the day the woman attempted: suicide. 
Yesterday a similar attack was made by 
another man on his wife. No arrests have 
been mado of the seventeen confederates of 
the ex-Military B.A, 

‘THE WEATHER 
has been dry and fine since Jast I wrote. 
‘To-day a’ strong south wind has begun to 
blow. It is indeed a cold day. 


12th December. 











NOTES FROM THE SOUTH. 
(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





THE PAST WEEK 
‘has been dull and gloomy, and from Monday 
to Thursday morning it was damp aud rainy, 
| and though colder and dryer since that dato 
it was dull and gloomy until this morning, 
when old Sol condescended to favour us wit 
his beams once more. Social gaieties are in 
full swing. 
AMUSEMENTS. 


Last night at the City Hall the Marine 
Engineers and Shipbuilders gave a high! 
successful ball, which was largely attended. 
I hear there is a ‘likelihood of a St 
| George's Ball this season, and it is proposed 
to give a farewell ‘ball''to'Governor Sir 
William: Robinson some ‘time ‘before ‘his 
departure, The Tarantulas will also give 
'two more dances, so there will be no lack 
of this form of amusement. 

“To-night, at the Theatro 
Merck, the“ eniinent: violincellist, ‘will give 
a concert, being assisted by a nutber of 
amateurs, and lovers of ‘instramental ‘missic 
will no doubt enjoy'a treat. On' Monday, at 
St. John’s, Cathedral, “Mr. A. G. Ward 
(organist) will give'an‘organ recital, assisted 
by amateur vocalists, and on Thursday, 'the 
‘23rd,'the West’ Yorkshire’ Band will’give a 
rere concert: a foe fraser Royal. 

nitdoor games flourish greatly." Golf, foot- 
ball, cricket, yachting; tennis; and croquet, 
all haye'their yotaries,and our only level 
road, to Shaukiwan,-is nightly frequented 
bya stream of cyclists,’ male ‘and female. 
On Saturday last, the Cricket match, Hong- 
Kong ‘Cricket Club v. Navy, resulted in a 
draw, but it-was greatly in favour ofthe 
sons of Neptune, who’ compiled a total of 
202 against the Club’s 154-with two'wickets 
to fall. To-day a match between the Cricket 
Club and the’‘Hongkong Colts ‘is: being 
played in‘charming weather. 

PRESENTATION OF JUBILEE MEDALS, 

On Saturday last an’ intetesting, (specially 
to those engaged in it). ceremony took place 


1, Professor 












in the drawing room of Government House. 
His Excellency the Governor presented gold 
and silver-medals-to. those who were mainly. 
instrumental, ' by. services rendered,:in..the 
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alabiati 
of: Her. Majesty’s Diamond ‘Jubilee. ~The 


gold medalsvwvere awarded to those specially | 


responsible :'for. the ‘arrangements of the 
show; tho ‘silver ones to’ the members .of 
the Jubilee Committeo aid the ‘editors of 
the local papers. Major-General: Black, as 
reptesenting the forces; and Mr. Chater, as 
Chairman of the Committee, returned thanks 
for the honour conferred‘on them and their 
colleagues, “and » both congratulated :the 
Governor on his association with a memor- 
able ‘event in the history of.the Colony. 
Sir William, in responding, said -his name 
would-be found on the medals. and they 
would indeed: form a connecting link be- 
tween him and the Colony, the Goverment 
of which he had administered for over six 
years.” The Jubilee medal -is about the 
size “of “a halferown, and bears the 





followin; 
HONGKONG. 
‘Str Winttam Rosivson,-6.catc., 
GOVERNOR, 


TO. COMMEMORATE SIXTY “YEARS OF 
‘HER MAJESTY’S REIGN 
1837-1897, 


‘THE GOVERNOR AND THE TUNGWA 
HOSPITAL, 

Of Tuesday, the 14th inst. the members 
of the new Committee ‘of the Tung’ Wa. 
Hospital attended at Government House, as 
customary after nomination, and were’ 
introduced to His Excellency ’Sir William 
Robinson, ‘The Governor expressed his 
satisficton at meeting the new Commitee 
and.went ‘on to tell tl of the interest he 
took ‘in the Hospital. He: hoped the new 
Committee would proceed with the work of 
reform undertaken by their predecessors at 
his suggestion. Considerable improvements 
had been effected in the Hospital, but there 
was room for further reforms. it was still 
without a steward and he hoped they 
would get-one as soon as-they could find’ 
a suitable person, ELE. .then proceeded 
to make various suggestions, such as 
the subititution. of wood for ‘brick floors 
on the ground floor, for the better heating 
of the ‘building :in ‘cold weather and-other 
matters, ‘These matters, he said, required 
early attention. They would: cost money, 
but: he was sure.the wealthy members of 
the community would subscribe freely for 
the purpose. He then ‘wished them good 
bye, and said;that when thousand of miles 
away he should not forget-the Colony. Mr. 
Cheong Wa-chun, in roply, said the com- 
mittee would do their best to carry out tho 
Governor's suggestions in a proper manner. 
‘They were very sorry Sir William was going 
to Teave the colony, for they had always 
found him: a kind Governor. “Wine .was 






thom produced and the Governor 
Suocess to the Tung Wa: Hospital and it 
sperity to the Chinese community, which 


toae!: was drunk with enthusiasm. 

"The Governor 'has always subjected this 
institution. to judicious criticism, greatly to 
its benefit. Some of his predecessors pamper- 
‘ed tho Committee and gave them a perfectly 
free hand, so thatthe ‘Hospital became a 
sort of Chinese head :centre, ‘from: which 
the Chinese community were governed~an 
imperiunt in imperio with a pernicious in- 
fluence on the Colony—which Sir! William 
Robinson has done ‘much to: knock on the 
head. Thanks to His Excellency, itis now, 
in some measure justifying its reason to’be. 
Tn former years it was of less than no value 
‘as a hospital ; its only real use being as a 
sort of poor-house, ‘whither Chinese in ex- 
tremia were Carried to die. 

THE HONGKONG BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
held their annual meeting yesterday at the 
City Hall, under. the presidency ‘of Mr. 
T. Jackson. The report presented showed 
that there: hed been forty applications for 
relief,.and of these thirty had received 
‘assistance. . Twelve persons had been helped 
to:proceed to:other: ports. to join, friends or 
try and obtain.employment, fifteen. were in 
receipt of temporary relief, and five children 





ig educated ‘and supported by the 

‘The report: and accounts -weré 

pased, and the retiring: members of the 
ittee were re-elected. 

FALL OF A BUILDING AND DEATH OF AN 
MATE. 

A house’ in Hollywood Road which wai 
unidergcing some repairs to the front wall 
suddenly collapsed on: the: morning of the 
L4th inst, ‘the froat falling in and partly 
burying two girls who werd’ on the first floor. 
‘They were promptly conveyed to Hospital, 
‘but one died of her injuries before arrival. 
Tho other, though dreadfully bruised, is 
Peete of the bald ‘escap. 

ta of the building managed to escape 
wae The house fuses tobe bulging 
gerously by some police sergensts .who 
Seg ogee gee 
happened, and they warmed the occupants 
of the shops beneath, otherwise there would 
have been further fatalities. 


THE PUNJOM MINING COMPANY. 

In connection with this-company, which 
‘is now in process of reconstruction for the 
second time, Thear that a change in manage 
ment is being-effected: - Mr. Blamey will 
retire, and Mr: Philips, the second in ‘com- 
mand, will assume 
Mines. .An economy will be effected 
ithis. change, and it is hoped that under the 
‘new management the work will progress far 
‘vourably. 

‘THE NEW REGDIEST. 

The chartered troopship Jel with, 
lithe King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment 
|on board, is expected to arrive hereon or. 
about the 25th inst. The new regiment 
‘will (as was the. case on.the last occasion of 
a change), go into Barracks on arrival, and’ 
lithe West Yorkshire Regiment will,have to 
camp ji tents at Kowloon. The. Jélunga 
‘will ‘leave again probably on New: Year's 
fret with the West Yorkshires on board, 
and will drop that regiment at Singapore, 
‘Tt has been arranged that the two regiments 
| (which, by the way represent the and 
! White Roses of York aad Lancaster) shall 
:eat their Christmas dinner together. 


A-CASE OF PLAGUE ON A MAIL STEAMER. 


‘The P.& O, steamer. Thames, which is 
bringing on the English mail of the 26th 
ult, arrived at Penang yesterday and 
landed a case of plague there. ‘The passen- 
gers were not allowed to land, now was any 
leargo. discharged. I. presume .the . case 
‘would be landed and sent to hospital, and 
the ship after fumigation proceed on her 
aed It soe do no good 15 Getain bee, 

ie tel (a special one to the Daily 
Press) did not state whether the sufferer was 
‘a passenger or member of the crew. 


NAVAL MOVEMENTS. , 


The: French flagship Bayard, and the 
cruiser Descartes after coaling, left. here on 
the 12th inst. for Tourané. The British 
cruiser Narcissus arrived here on the 13th 
inst. from Port Hamilton and went into 
dock at Kowloon the same evening. ‘The 
flagship Centurion and the cruiser Iphigenia, 
with Admiral Sir A. Baller on.board the 
former, left on the 16th inst. for the North. 
‘The’ Narcissus which’ came out of dock 
yesterday is now coaling to follow, and the 
torpedo’ boat catcher Hart is also under 
sealed orders to proceed North. The cruiser 
Edgar will, on arrival at Singapore, transfer 
her relief crews to the’ Grafton, which will 
bring them on Here and then proceed North, 
the Edgar to be detained at Singapore. 
‘The Powerful is also to receive instructions 
to push on in her outward voyage to China. 
Hongkong, 18th December- 


CHRISTMAS EVE, 
and.everyone seems to be either shoppin, 
or busy sending off cards or gifts. ee 
~. Daring: the. past. week .the great topic of 
conversation has been the political situation, 
and Reuters Telegrams ‘have been eagerly 
vweatched for. 








ily. The other occu- | tho 


at the  Jalis |, 


WHAT WE HOPE : 
is ‘that ‘Great “Britain will ‘not “get ‘Ieft 
‘There is only & moderate amount of con- 
fidence in Lord Salisbury, who it is ‘feared 
will not ask for all we ought to get. Chusan_ 
ought certainly to be demanded and the 
cession of the strip of territory at the back 
of Kowloon, necessary ‘to provide for ‘the 
safety of the Colony against attack, should 
be insisted upon. All we know at present 
for .certain..is that some sort ofa Naval 
‘Demonstration is to ‘be made, but if, no- 
thing is to follow we might-as well savo the 
coal, otherwise we shall be in'the position 
‘of the doughty monarch who marched ten 
yusand men up the hill, then marched 
them down again. “We:do not-want to fly 
at the throat of Russia because she. wishes 
to, secure an open port, uor are-we inclined 
to quarrel -with Germany. because, she- has 
acquired a coaling station. . We only wish 
to protect what we have already acquired— 
our trade with China, and. to preserve this 
important naval station from outside attack. 
‘This is reasonable, and it is not too;much 
toask. .No Minister need be too modest in 
these days of grab. 
‘THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


met on. the. 20th inst, but tho business 
ted .was not, particularly interesting. 





transact 
by | Tho principal matter.was a resolution mov. 


by the Harbour, Master in connection with 
the, Light Dues,.which he moved should, 
from the-ist of January next, be lovied at 
the rate of one cent per ton, and that all 
steamers plying between Hongkong and 
Canton or Macao or the West River which 
enter the waters of the Colony by ge 
shall pay one-third of a cent per ton. ‘This , 
was seconded by the Colonial Secretary, 
and after Mr. Whitehead had expressed his 
satisfaction at the reduction of the .tax, and 
uttered -the opinion. that it.would.pay to 
offer shipping a premium to enter the port, at 
which Cept. Rumsey covertly scoffed, the 
resolution was carried unanimously. . In re- 
jly.to a question from Mr. Whitehead, the 
Galo ial Secretary -said the question of the 
erection of the new Public Offices had been 
referréd to the Public Works Committes 
‘and it was not proposed to publish any 
‘more papers on the subject until. the report 
of the Committee had been received. After 
some Bilis had been read a first time, His 
Excellency. adjourned the Council sine die, 
at the same timo wishing the members a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, 


LECTURE BY THE GOVERNOR. 
On Wednesday afternoon, the 22nd inst,, 
HE. Sir William Robinson delivered a 
lecture to the Odd Volumes Society at 
Government House. The: lecture which 
was entitled “Two Small Sketches of Two 
Great Men” proved very interesting, and 
istened to with great. attention by a 
considerable gathering of members. and 
their friends. ‘The great men dealt with 
by the Governor were Milton and Handel, 
and he -drew an instructive parallel be- 
tween these two mighty geniuses, 


NEW MILITARY PRISON, 


Among other new buildings projected by 
the military authorities is a new military 
prison or lock-up. ‘The’ present ‘struc: 
ture stands at the south-west- corner of 
the block on which the Royal Artillery 
Barracks are built, and the whole ofthis 
block is to be handed over to the Naval 
Authorities for the extension of the Royal 
Naval. Dockyard. It is proposed. to erect 
the new prison on the site just above Murray 
Barracks and on the opposite side of the 
road to St, John’s Cathedral. The Naval 
‘Authorities so farhave not even shown signs 
of commencing the Dockyard. extension by 
beginning the reclamation on the sea front, 
though this is the time of the year to get on 
with that work. 











FIRE AT THE NAVAL YARD. 
.JAn. alarin of fire was raised at the Royal. 


Naval. yard about tiffin: time on the, 22nd 
inst. Shortly aftet 1 pan. a fire was discov- 
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juarters, 
y 


men promptly sstembled and ee 
three minutes copious streams of water were 
turned oa tothe ftmes which by vigorous 
exertions were soon brought under control, 
and the building thus saved from the des- 
truction that at firet seemed to menace it, 
‘Gommodore Holland was present and super 
intended the firemen in their efforts. ‘The 
city Fire Brigade on their arrival at the 
foene found the outbreak subdued, Very 
little damage was done except to the roof, 
but some stores were soaked with water. 
‘NAVAL MOVEMENTS. # 
Under this heading I will here onl 
chronicle just the arrivals and departures of 
the warehips. ‘The British cruiser Nereis 
left here on the 2st inst. for the North, 
‘The cruiser Kaiscrin Augusta arrived 
here early on the morning of the 22nd from 
Singapore, having taken jost smooth, to 
make the vo} m the Suez Canal. Ido 
not know when the Kaiterin Augusta will 
Jeare fx the North, ‘he Bath cuber 
r, having the torpedo destroyers Whiti 
and Fone in convoy, hos arrived in Singapore 
and Rear-Admiral Fitzgerald and his stat 
have taken up quarters on the 
flagship. The latter left Singapore on’ the 
2lst inst, for this port, and should arrive 
on Sunday. The cruiser Powerful also lett 
Colombo on the 2st inst., and is expected 
to arrive here about the 7th proximo. ‘The 
Edgar with her charges will come up as 
‘000 as practicable. 
THE ROYAL LANCASTER REGIMENT 
is now. hourly expected in tho chartered 
troopsbip Jelunga, which left Singapore on 
the 20th iastant. me 
PIRACY OF HONGKONG JUNKS IN THE 
CANTON RIVER. 

The local junks On Hop Shun and Yi 
Lnuen Hing, which were pirated on the 18th 
when being towed by the launch Ka Shun 
with valuable cargoes for Samchun, returned 
to Hongkong on Wednesday night, the 
2nd inst. They report that they Teft here 
on the evening of the 17th inst, and 
anchored off Chekwan near the Bogue Forts 
at midnight. They had picked up seven 
well: passengers at = ngage who 
wore distributed between the two junks. 
The anchors were raised at 4 am. on the 
18th, and the vessels proceeded up river, 
About 2 p.m., however, about twenty men, 
who had embarked as passengers at Hon; 
kong, suddenly brought out revolvers, wit 
which they discharged avolley tooverawe the 
crew, und the seven gentlemen who shipped 
at Capsuimoon slipped out of their long 
sill coats and assumed tho direction of 
agirs. ‘The bond fide passengers were 
searched and relieved of their valuables, 

all the money and valuables on board the 

junks were seized and removed on board 
the launch, in which the pirates steamed 
away after first securing the crew and 
cutting the tackle of the junks. The 
masters of the junks on getting afloat 
agtin, made for Samchun, end reported 

1¢ piracy 1e jinan Magistrate, 
‘The loot aoquired by the pirates is estimated 
at $10,000, and so far nothing has been 
heard of the miscreants. 

ROBBERY FROM A LADY MISSIONARY. 

Another piracy of a very daring desctip- 
tion is reported from Canton. On the 17th 
inst. a steam-launch towing s passenger 
oat in the Shuntch district on the Wang- 
Vin Greek: was stopped by a steamdmanch 

‘armed robbers. Th 


carrying a gang ese 
ruffians first looted the launch and 
then visited the p boat, in which 
among other passengers they found a Euro- 


pean misionary lady dressed in Chinese 
clothes, who endeavoured to retire into 
obscurity. She was, however, dragged out 
aad relieved of some $40, all the money she 
was carrying, and then beaten to induce 
here to pay more. A Chinese native preach- 
er, who was travslling with her, stood up 
for his charge valiantly, and received many 








of the blows aimed st her. ‘The pirates 
then attacked another boat, oa 
which resistance was offered and one man 
vwas killed before they surrendered. 

‘THE REBELLION I THE PHILIPPINES 
still goes on, and the insurgents seem 9s 
determined as ever to maintain the strugele. 
Information has reached the China fail to 
the effect that the Spanish Government 
have tried to buy over the leader of the 
movement, Emilio Aquinaldo, making him 
2 definite ofer of "$1,700,000 to. bring 
about a pacific settlement, but so far the 
rebel leader has declined to entertain the 
offer. Whether or not this report is correct, 
it is certain that, unless some agreement 
can be come to, the war may dragon in- 
definitely. ‘The’ rebels havo fll ion 
of vast tracts of country, and the Spaniards 
seem incapable of overranning the islands. 

Hongkong, 24th December. 








MANDALAY. 


(eRom OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
——— 
AN EXTRAORDINARY OUTBREAK. 
his | _ No doubt faint echoes will have reached 
you of the remarkable disturbance which 


occurred here on the 11th of October, and 
which seems to have clmost thrown us 
back into the state of insecurity which 
existed for two or three years after the an- 
nexation of Upper Burma at the end of 
1895. For more than a year rumours have 
been going about of an intended attack on 
the Civil Quarter or on Fort Dufferin, the 
military cantonment of Mandalay, by s 
Buddhist priest, or who was sai 
tobe mad, and to believe that he was the 
Setkyz Minths, a favourite Prince in Bur~ 
mesé history, who was drowned in the Irra~ 
waddy in a velvet sack by his uncle King 
‘Tharrawaddy after the deposition of Bodaw- 
aya, about the year 183: 

‘hrough the instrumentality of a woman, 
who was in the confidence of the Upoongyt 
and who was his consort-elect after he had 
carried out his plan and become King of 
Burma, the police were kept regularly in- 
formed of what he was doing. A little over 
a year ago he made active preparations for 
attacking the main Police Guard in Man- 
dalay, obtaining guns from there, and then 
proceeding to clearout the leading civilians, 
Aiter which t was presumably his intention 

lace, which 





to march to the is in the 
centre of the Fort, and capture it. Tho 
possession of the Palace being always con- 
sidered as symbolical of kingship, the 
Tpoongyi no” doubt. thought that, if he 
once got a footing in the Palace, ‘a large 
number of ignorant Burmans in the town 
of Mandalay would think that the time 
had come to drive out the English and 
would make diversions in his favour. He 
got together about 30 followers, whom ho 

to impress with stories of his 
supertatural powers, and ability to render 
them all invulnerable, but the matter fell 
through, owing, it is believed, to the night 
chosen turning out reiny, thus damping the 
ardour of his band. It is a pity the attack 
did not come off then, as the guard at No. 6 
had been doubled, and 10 military police 
men were in waiting with charges of buck- 
shot, and instructions not to fire till the 
invulnerable band had come up to within a 
few yards, They would therefore have had 
‘an exceptionally good opportunity of test- 


ing the efficacy of their leader's charms, | bo 


However, sfter absenting himself from 
Mandalay for several months the Upoonoyt 
returned about June or July, and appears to 

veagain started active preparations for get- 
ting together a band of followers. Hesenta 
trusted follower out to various villages, and 
managed to get promiges of help from sbout 
20 ignorant villager, most of them old men 
between 50 and 70. “About the 9th of Octo- 
ber he suddenly determined to carry his 
place into execution, and acted with a 
promptness and energy thst seems to have 
entirely misled the special Burman police- 








man; whose duty it was to report his actions. 
‘News was brought that the i was 
really about to do something, but the same 
news had been given every day for months 
and was not regarded as trustworthy. How- 
ever, several men had come in to Mandalay, 
and collected at the monastery where the 
i lived and discussed the details of 
their plot, It being the occasion of a 
annual festival, the end of the Buddhist 
Lent, when large numbers of people come 
in to Mandaiay and visit the pagodas and 
monasteries, this meeting could easily have 
taken place without altracting attention 
but it seems very probable that many peo- 
ple must faye Known what was going on 
mut either thought no one would bo so 
foolhardy as to go further than discuss the 
matter, or else chose to ignore what they 
saw. After the conspirators had consulted 
together, and the halfthearted ones had 
been weeded out, the Upoongyi was left 
with 17 men who were willing to follow him 
gn an enterprise which, for downright folly, 
it would be hard to match in history. 
matters relating to charms and magic the 
average Burman js as credulous as a child, 
and the Upoongyi had no difficulty in 
rsuading these grey-headed old men that 
was indeed the Setkya Mintha himself, 
having been rescued from drowning by & 
friendly “nat” or spirit, He performed 
rites which he declared made them all 
invisible, and explained that by merely 
waving his robe he could turn bullets into 
water. Also, if he wanted men, he could 
obtain them by scattering tamarind leaves. 
On the ‘ening of the 1108 of Ostaber 
about 7 o'clock, the Upoongyi suddenly 
decided to make’ start, and marched out 





id | of the monastery at the head of this remark- 


able band of 18 men, who, armed only with 
swords and spears, were about to attack a 
Fort containing over 3,000 well-armed 
soldiers, and a mountain battery. ‘The 
pole, marched either unobserved in the 
festival crowds, or unopposed at any rate, 
for about two miles through the ta, 
which were bright with illumi 
as well as with a most brilliant full moon, 
until they came to the South Gate of Fort 
Dufferin. Tho present Fort is merely what 
was in Burmese times the Royal City of 
Mandalay, that is, it comprises the 
mile or 80 which is enclosod in the walls of 
the Royal City. These walls are pierced on 
each side with massive brick gateways with 
huge wooden doors, but these cannot now 
bo shut, having partially sunk in the 
ground. Round the walls runs a broad 
moat which is crossed by a bridge at each 
gateway. “The Palace is in the centro of 
the Royal City. : 

On getting to the bridge which crosses 
the moat at the South Gate, the band 
stopped to get themselves ready, and were 
noticed by one or two Europeans who were 
driving home from the club in the Palace. 
Suddenly the band advanced across the bridge 
toget into the Fort, There is absolutely no 
dif culty in aocomplishing. thie feat, how- 
ever, as the military guards that used to be 
at the Gates since the annexation had been 
withdrawn a few months before, and a 
police guard substituted; but no one ever 
dreamt of such a thing as an attack on the 
Fort, and the guard was merely a nominal 
one of three men, of whom only one was 
on duty ata time. 

On going across the bridge, the rebels 
saw a European soldier with @ woman to 
to hom he was en; 2 Mo. ‘Wilson, 

longing to the Royal Scots Regi- 

ment, walking ahead of them into the Fort. 
The ’Upoongyi shouted: “There is an 
enemy, cut his head off!” and the band fell 
upon these tio defenceless people and 
slashed them with their swords. ae men- 
to escape, however, and run through 

ie gateway, the woman rushing into the 
lice-guard and the man to Major Dobbie’s 
ingelow which is the first house inside the 
wall. Having shouted out : “They are mur- 
dering ust the oldie rushed back, sil 
quite unarmé and save the woman, 
who bad been dragged out of the guard 
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{the polied having proniptly fled), and 
Was eeeamtng an the hoa 
Major D came out to see what it 
was, thinking it was a drunken brawl, and 
only just discovered the true state of aifairs 
in time to dash back to his house shouting 
for his revolver, closely pursued by the 
armed men, With a promptness that is 
beyond all praise. Mrs. Dobbie got and 
loaded her husband’s revolver and’ he was 
just able to get out with it as the men were 
climbing over his gate, which is a-very low 
Structure that an ordinarily active man could 
jump over. By firing two or three shots 
rapidly into the crowd at close quarters 
Major Dobbie checked their advance and 
they then tried the other gate, but the 
Major shot two or three there also from only 
a yard or two's' distance, aud kept them 
from entering, while his orderly and 
dhobie (washerman) bravely shut the gate, 
Being both wourded in doing so. Major 
Dobbie then managed to reload his revolver 
and was continuing to make good practice 
with it, as he isan expert shot, when the 
Burmans thought they had had about 
enough of it, and made off. All this had 
taken only 3 or 3 minutes, aud other officers 
began to arrive by this time; Lieutenants 
Simpson and Carleton of the 8rd Burma Re- 
giment and Capt. Carrick and Lieut. Har- 
Tington of the 4th of which Major Dobbie was 
then officiating as commanding officer. The 
Burmans having made of, the officers, with 
two or three orderlies, made a sally through 
the gateway, but on their getting through, 
the Burmans appeared at the inner end of 
the passage, being thus caught in a trap. 
However, with the Upoongyi at their head, 
they made an attack on the officers, and a 
sharp fight took place in the narrow brick 
passage of the gateway. Lieut, Harrington, 
who shot two men with right and left barrels, 
was wounded on the head with a sword, 
and received also two other slight injuries, 
and his orderly was also wounded. ‘The 
“poongyi was shot dead by Lieut. Simpson, 
with acharge of No. 8 shot, full in the chest 
at point-blank range, while Lieut. Carleton 
shot another man with his revolver. ‘This 
man dropped and was thought to be dead, 
but he subsequently made off, swam the 
moat and escaped. He was caught, however, 
some days after in his village. The rest of 
the gang bolted back through the gateway 
into the Fort, and dispersed. By this time 
the soldiers had turned out, and the civil 
authorities had come into the Fort to see 
what was the matter. Strong patrols were 
ordered to parade the streets, and no further 
disturbance took place. Early next morning 
‘the Fort was thoroughly searched, when four | 
dead bodies were found, and five Burmans | 
badly wounded were discovered secreted in 
various places. Within a week or so all the 
rest of the members of the gang were arrested 
in various villages, many of them suffering | 
from bullet or shot wounds, | 
‘They all confessed their complicity in the ! 
attack and are uow being tried by the Head | 
Quarters Magistrate in the preliminary 
enquiry before being committed to sessions, 
It is ‘understood that they now wish to 
retract their confessions. ‘The Europeu 
soldier, who went back unarmed to help | 
Mrs. Wilson, had his hand cut off, and 
was also very badly wounded on the 
neck and head. He died after four or | 
five days. Mrs. Wilson was also severely 
wounded, but one cut severed her hair | 
by which she was being held and° she | 
‘managed to rush off into’ bungalow and | 
thus escape with her life. She is now | 
rapidly recovering, but she had several | 
terrible gashes. ‘There seems little dowb: | 
that there was uniecesary: delay in in-} 
forming the District Superintendent of 
Police of the fact that the gang had actually 
started; aud, if they had first visited the 
Civil Quarter, many Europeans, both | 
‘and’ gentlemen, must have fallen victims. | 
It was thé height of folly to attack the 
‘Fort, but the wholé plot was £0. fool- 
hardy-a venture that this is a mere detail. 
No body of eighteen men, armed’ only | 
“with swords, could possibly have started 









































out on such a hopeless task, had they 
not fully believed in their invisibility 
and invulnerability; but, secure in these 
beliefs, even a smaller body might 
attempt such a thing. Both Major and 
‘Mrs. Dobbie deserve the greatest praise for 
grasping the situation without a moment's 
hesitation and acting so promptly. . But for 
this, not only would they have lost their 
‘own lives, but most probably many others 
would have been killed. Needless to say 
the military guards have been again placed 
at the gates and everything is quiet again. 


THE FRONTIER COMMISSION, 


In accordance with the terms of the latest 
convention with China, the frontier commis- 
sion will enter upon its labours as soon as 
arrangements have been made with Bri- 
gadier-General Liu, the Chinese commis- 
sioner, who is now at Momein, for a. meeting. 

‘This is a very welcome announcement 
as the delimitation of the Burmo-Chinese 
frontier has long been # matter of the first 
importance in this province, and the uncer- 
tain and unsettled condition of things which 
has had to be put up with hitherto has 
caused endless trouble and anxiety to those 
in charge of the administration of the 





country. According to the terms of the | # 


convention the commissioners had to meet 
within one year of the signing of the con- 
vention, that is before the 24th of February, 
1898, but as time went on without anything 
definite being heard of the matter it was 
feared that the Chinese authorities were 
not anxious to carry out the agreement, 
and the present news issomewhat of a relief, 
Mr. Thirkell White, C.LE., at present com- 
missioner of the Mandalay Division of 
Upper Burma, has been appointed to be the 
English commissioner and there can be no 
doubt that the selection is an excellent one. 

‘Mr. White isa man of great abilities. He 
was for some time in the Burma Secret- 
ariat, and has acquired a very wide ex- 
perience of the nature of the country 
over which the commission will travel 
during his tenure of the office which he 
at present holds. Personally, he is a most 
affable and courteous mso, and at the same 
time tenacious of his purpose, so that it 
may be safely predicted that British interests 
will not suffer at his hands. You will most 
probably know more about the Chinese 
commissioner than we do in Burma, but 
the appointment of General Liu is consider- 
ed as highly satisfactory by Mr. Warry, 
Adviser on Chinese Affairs to the Govern- 
ment of Burma, who is personally acquaint- 
ed with him, "He is said to be a man of 
about fifty, of large experience and lioeral 
views, so that there seems every probability 
of the Joint Commission working together 
harmoniously and accomplishing their task 
without misunderstanding. 

‘Mr. George, C.LE.. at present Deputy 
Commissioner of ina, will also be on 
the Commission. He has long been re- 
garded as one of the most promising 
men among the younger members of the 
Buna Commission. He was made a C. 
I.E. for his excellent administrative 
work in the Bhamo District where he 
kept order among the turbulent Kachens 
and frontier Chinese in a manner that 
could not have been excelled by men of 
twice his age and experience. He speaks 
‘achen fluently besides, of course, 
Longe, R.A., and Capt: 



























Burmese. 
Renny-Tai 
the Commission on survey duty, are well 
known in Burma, wherethey havedonemuch 
excellent survey work in little-known parts, 
Major Longe especially-being familiar with 
much of the country that will have to 
be traversed. Mr. Warts, the Chinese 
Adviser, will, ofcourse, accompany the party 
as Chiuese interpreter and_general advis 











jes | A letter has been addressed by the British 


Commissioner to General Lia asking him 
where and when he ‘proposes to. start 
operations, it being probable that this 
‘season the frontier nearest to Bhamo will 
be delimited. ‘There will be two parties, one 
under Mr, Thirkell. White ‘and the .other 


iy 
F, who are both to accompany | Ci 





under Mr. George, and they will work 
independently, each being accompanied 
by an escort of 100 Military Police with an 
Assistant Commandant in command. 

In a former letter, I remarked that the 

piece of country which is known as 
“THE TRIANGLE” 

appeared to be of supreme unimportance, 
but I must now modify that statement, as 
I find that it affords a much easier route 
than would otherwise have to be followed 
for bringing into Bhamo the grain of 
Namkham, which is situated in a prosperous 
valley where excellent cultivation is carried 
on. If the routes that cross the triangle 
could’not be utilised it would be necessary 
to go much further south over very difficult 
ground, and the cost of transport would 
thus be very materially enhanced. By the 
new, Convention, it will be remembered, 
China retains the shadow of its title to the 
“triangle” while the substance goes to Eng- 
land by a perpetnal lease, with a reut to be 
fixed hereafter. 

‘THE GREAT JADESTONE CASE. 

Final judgment in revision has been 
given by the High Court of Upper Burma. 
in the great jadestone cxse, the Judge con- 

irming the conviction, but remitting the 
fine of Rs. 500 imposed for breach of one of 
the forest rules. The accused therefore 
suffers 6 months’ rigorous imprisonrient 
and a fine of Rs. 500 on another count 
and has his jadestone confiscated. The 
judgment was a very long and ela- 
borate one, turning in a great mba- 
sure on the’ proper meaning of the word 
“forest” as used in the Forest Regulations 
of Upper Burma. ‘The judge holds that the 
whole of Upper Burma comes within the 
definition with the exception of certain 
places, such as town and village sites, 
religious land, and cultivated areas, which 
thus cease to be forest. The presence of 
trees is an accidental and not a necessary 
characteristic of forest, either in its 
popalar or technics! meaning. 

Another aud still more interesting jade 
smuggling case is coming to the front before 
Jong, in the defence of which witnesses will 
be ‘Crongit from China; but of that more 
anon. 

RAILWAY PROSPECTS, 

Mr. F. R. Bagley, the chief engineer of 
the Burma Railways Co,, whose opinion I 
quoted in a recent letter, has written am 
interesting pamphlet on the proposed ex- 
tension of Burma railways into China, and 
another on a proposed Burma-Siam railway. 
Mr. Bagley begias his first pamphlet with 
the remark: “A great deal has been written - 
on the prospects of opening up Western 
China to British trade from the side of 
Burma, and there is no subject on which 
more erroneous ideas prevail owing chiefly 
to the persistent repetition of the exagge- 
rated estimates framed by Mr. Holt-Hallett 
and his followers.” The writer then pro- 
ceeds to show that the trade of Szechuan 
must go down the Yangtzekiang to Shang- 
hai, and that of Kueichou and Kuangsi 
down the West River to Canton, leaving 
only the province of Yunnan as possible 
of exploitation from the Burma side. 
‘The western portion of Yunnan, which 
is the most easily accessible from 
Burma, is a thinly populated aud poor 
country hardly any richer than our_own 

is-Salween Shan States, To Exsteru Yun- 
nan “the simple and evident approach,” ‘as 
stated by Mr. Baber, is from the Galt of 
‘Tongking, as also. the southern portion 
round Szemao which is on the headwaters 
of the Black and Red rivers, and about half 
the distance from Hanoi that it is from 
Rangoon or Moulmein. 

‘The trade of Szemao also has been greatly 
exaggerated; “the latest information shows 
that the trade in Puerh tea (15,000 mule 
Toads) is smaller than the export of our 
pickled tea from Taungbaicg and that all 
the traffic of Szemao is probably little larger 
than what comes to Mandalay now trom 
‘Thitaw.” # 
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While it ible that ‘route may be 
found for a railway to Szemao, it would be 
through exceedingly difficult’ country i 
habited by hostile and head-hunting tribes 
and could not be even surveyed for several 
ents to come, before which time the open- 
ing up of far easier routes by the French 
would render our railway pertectly useless. 

As to the West and N.W. tracts of Yun- 
nap, at present the trade of Momein, 
which finds an easy and natural outlet 
down the Taiping to Bhamo, represents 
prseticlly all the trade between China and 

a. But Momein is itself cut off from 
Talifu and the towns to the east by high 
mountain ranges, and its trade can never go 
by ang other route. Probably a branch line 
from Katha in Burma, to Bhamo, and on to 
Momein would be worth making if the Chi- 
nese will make their portion of it, The only 
remaining portions of Yunnan to beconsider- 
ed are those near the towns of Yungchaug, 
Lungling, Shuuning, and Tali, and as to 
these, the latest explorations of the Intel- 
Higence Department show that they can be 
approached by a comparatively easy railway | 
route from the Kuulon Ferry, and that the | 
railway which is at present being construct- 
ed is being carried along the ouly practic- 
able railway route into China. 

From Kunlon to the Mekong saddle is | 
118 miles and to Yinchou 130, while from 
Yischou on to Tali will be about 150 more. 
‘The gorge of the Mekong (2,000 feet deep 
and 2 or 3 miles wide) is a formidable but 
by no means insuperable obstacle to cross, 
and it is the only one by this route. 

From Kunlon to Tali the line would cost 
about 300 lakhs and a branch to Shunning 
about 20 lakhs more. It seems very p' 
able that the line could be extended north. 
wards from ‘Talifu into. the og valley 
without very much difficulty, but such 
scheme is not likely to be seriously con- 
sidered for a long tine to come. 

‘As this letter his already run into an 
unusual length, Mr. Bagley’s views on a 

_Burma-Siam Bailway must be reserved for 
the present, 














LONDON. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
—+— 


CONSERVATIVES IN CONGRESS. 


It is not often that the great political 
caucuses choose London as their place of 
meeting ; but the National Union of Con- 
servative Associations have thought well 
to mark the yeur of the Royal Jubilee by 
making the metropolis the scene of an 
exceptionally brilliant congress. The de- 
legates have been here this week by the 
thousand. It took no fewer than seventeen 
public dinners to feast them all on the 
Spening day of the conference. They secured 
the Royal Albert Hall for the mass meeting 
at which Lord Salisbury delivered the first 
address to the Party which he has uttered 
this recess, ‘They had a goodly sprinkling 
of Cabinet Ministers at mere festive gather- 
ings, and the organisers of the conference 
have no reason to feel dissatisfied with the 
results. In some respects the time was 
not altogether very favourable for the 
congress. The miniature general election 
which has just come to an end has not 
beea very encouraging to the Ministerial- 
ists. It is true the Conservatives have 
succeeded in saving the last two seats— 
Deptford and Liverpool, but only by con- 
siderably reduced majorities : in the case 
of Deptford nearly » thousand less than 
they had at the General Election three 
years ago. 





PEACE PATCHED UP. 


‘The hermony of the meeting was slightly | has 


disturbed too by the disaffection which 
has been provoked in some quarters 
by the Compensstion to Workmen Bill 
‘of lest session. But the result did not 
turn out to be very serious, “We will 
forgive you for this time, but don't do 
it again,” was the verdict which Mr. 


i 
James Lowther passed upon the Govern 





‘ment, and most of the other maleon- 
tents were willing to join in this act of 
amnesty. And the members of the Govern- 
ment generally seemed willing to give a 
pledge that the mistake should not occur 
asain. ‘The country returned you,” Mr. 
Lowther argued in effect, “because it 
{ wanted a rest from disturbing legislations ; 
and then you yo and pass measures almost 
as destructive of individual interests as 
those of the Radicals. Do nothing, and 
we shall be perfectly satisfied.” Bat Mr. 
Lowther and his friends forzet that every 
Conservative voter makes one or two little 
exceptions to the policy of do nothing. 
Each has one or two pet measures which he 
would like t» see passed ; therefore Con- 
servative candidates at the last General 
Election had to make a good many promises 
in order to yet returned, and it is inevitable 
that the Government ‘should make some 
enemies in redeeming these promises. 
INACTION TMFOSSIELE. 

As a matter of fact the policy of “do 

nothing” has hecome an impossible policy. 















Workinen Bill was to a great extent » 
Radical measure, and there is every prospect 
that the Government will pass some more 
Radical measures yet before this Purl 
ment expires. The conference has itse 
demanded Army reform and Registration 
Law amendment. Still, on the whole the 
programme of the Conservative Caucus 
isn very moderate one. Its other principal 
items are: legislation against foreign 
bounties, which seems from past experience 
to bea perfectly hopeless thing to attempt, 
and the establishment of a Royal residence 
in Ireland which is in no sense a party 
question. 






LORD SALISBURY'S ATTACK ON LONDON. 
But Lord Salisbury, at the grest meeting 
in the Albert Hall, sprang a surprise on the 
party and on the country. He announced in 
effect that the Government were prepared 
to undertake the task of remodelling entire- 
ly the municipal government of London. 
He vigorously attacked:the London County 
Council, declared that it had grown too big 
for its boots, and propounded the theory 
that it was only by splitting London up 
into a number of small municipalities that 
we could escape the dangers into which 
Paris and New York had fallen: Paris the 
Communistic and New York the Corrupt. 
‘The speech has aroused a storm of indigna- 
tion fmong the “ Progressives,” and has 
not sltogether won favour with the “ Mo- 
derates.” It is only nine years since Mr. 
Ritchie, as a member of the last Tory 
Government, passed through Parliament 
the measure which created the London 
County Council, and it seems rather early 
in the day to destroy it, or even to take 
away the major part of its powers. Be- 
sides, the day of the Moderates on the 
County Council ap to be coming. 
For three years the Progressives have been 
in the majority, but at the last election 
the Moderates returned as many success- 
ful candidat~s as the Progressives, and it 
was only the Aldermen, who serve for a 
double term of six years, that gave the 
Progressives a working majority. The 
Conservative papers have been very quiet 
on the subject of Lord Salisbury's 
nouncement. It is quite true that the 
vestry system in London requires fur- 
ther amendment—tbat the government of 
London would be the better fora certain 
measure of decentralisation. But the Mo- 
derates themselves are not prepared for 
so reactionary a scheme as that which Lord 
Salisbury proposed. The County Council 
made some mistakes. The “Purity 
Party " have succeeded in making it some- 
what ridiculous at times, and the Works 
Department fell into some errors... But 
that the Council has done much admirable 
work, and that London is far better go- 
verned than it was under the old Metro- 
politan Bosrd of Works it is impossible to 
ieny. ‘The general opinion is that 





Ieis quite true that the Compensation to | 


LORD SALISBURY HAS MADE A MISTAKE 
in taking up this question. . It is true that 
Kensington and one or two other districts 
have clamoured for a mayor and corpora- 
tion of their own, but the question is not 
hy any means one on which Conservatives 
themselves are agreed. 

THE STAGE. 

Mr, Beerbohm ‘Tree took rather a bold 
step in giving an invitation performance at 
‘Her Majesty's Theatre to tho Conservative 
‘candidates. But a neat little speech which 
he delivered to his guests on the oc 
has gone far to remove any fear that politics 
are to be introduced into the auditorium 
of the theatre. At the same time he 
playfully suggested, indeed, that this 
would be a good thing. It would do 
away with all the difficulties of art eri- 
ticisin. The Conservative actor would 
be a good actor, and the Liberal a bad, ac- 
cording to the political view’, of the journal 
in which the criticism a seared. “Tt was 
a neat little speech, t”’ actors are often 
| good speakers. M~ .yndham acquitted 
himself capitally th. other day with an_ad- 
mirable blending of humour and fine feel- 
| ing, i muking a presentation on behalf of 
his profession to Sir Ponsonby Fane, who 
j has just celebrated his Golden Wedding. 
Sir Ponsonby Fane has, during the greater 
part of his married life, had to perform 
those duties of the Lord Chamberlain's 
Department which have to do withthelicens- 
ing of London theatres, and this has 
! brought him into close contact with mana- 
| gers and actors, to whose high appreciation 

of him Mr. ‘Wyndham gave eloquent 
utterance. 














! 
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POOR MR, SELLAR 
has had a nasty blow from the Corporation 
of the City of London. They have declined 
with thanks the lange collection of Old 
Masters which he offered them as the 
nucleus of a permanent collection of pic- 
tures m the City of London. Doubts 
having been cast on the value of the 
pictures, the President of the Royal 
Academy and the Director of the Guildhall 
‘Art Gallery were asked to report upon 
them, Their report was unfavourable as 
regards the bulk of the collection, and the 
gift is declined. Much sympathy is felt 
for Mr. Sellar, whose collection, it is 
understood, has cost him a considerable 
amount of money. It is a loss, too, for 
the City, but they have acted wisely in 
refusing ‘a collection which is not of the 
first quality. Respect for the memory of 
the donor always makes it very difficult to 
weed out rubbish from a collection when 
it has once been admitted. 


19th November. 
—-__ 
(FROM OUR LADY CORRESPONDENT.) 


‘THE LORD MAYOR'S SHOW. 


The bravest show looks funeresl in a 
London fog, but in spite of the rain which 
fell in the early morning and the general 
dampness and uncomfortableness of things, 
thousands of people turned.out and. stoo 
for hours in the dirty, muddy streets, in 
order to see the City’s yearly pageant. I 
hope they were not disappointed ; I. must 
confess I was. Itis many years since I 
summone! up sufficient enthusiasm to jour- 
‘ney into the City on the 9th of November, 
but this year hearing that the Show was to 
be exceptionally good, I decided to go, 
and if possible renew the days of my 
youth when I remember I thought the 
Lord Mayor’s coach a most wonderful 
yehicle, and so it truly is, but so wonder- 
ful and obsolete that I think it is about 
time that it was relegated to Madame 
Tussaud’s or some kindred institution. 
There were models of H.M.S. Britannia 
(now used as a training ship for naval 
cadets at Dartmouth) the type of a man-of- 
war of 60 years ago, and of the Minerva, 
one of the latest additions to Her Majesty's. 
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fleet. Then there were two huge cars, one 
representing sports and pastimes, the fore- 
most figure upon which was intended as 
a likeness of Prince Ranjitsinbji in cricket- 
ing flannels ; there were also emblems of 
hunting, golfing, eycling, shooting, fishing, 
-etc., but I.don'é know if those who 
represented the different sports were sup- 
posed to typify leading sportsmen, if so T 
failed to see tho likenesses. Another car 
represented the Builders of Greater Britain. 
‘On it were Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord Clive, 
Warren Hastings, Sir H. Phillips, and 
other figures emblematic of the eolonies, 
-ete., the most notable being a fairly good. 
representation of Mr. Cecil Rhodes as 
Africa—the model looked very proud of his 
post. ‘There was the old Rocket coach— 
typical of travelling 60 years ago—and a 
motor car of to-day. Next year perhaps 
the Lord Mayor will substitute a motor 
car for his present cumbrous vehicle. It 
sseemed to me to have very little to do with 
the City and surely now the 1837 element 
might be left out as we are all getting 
weary oft, Twas surprised at the rapidity 
with’ which the crowd dispersed as soon as 
the procession passed; the majority, I 
‘suppose, were from the printing-honses 
round ({ was at a window in a publishing 
‘office in Fleet Street), and had to rush back 
to work as soon as possible. To them itis a 
brief respite from their hard day's work 
and as such is hailed with joy; to me it 
seemed to savour moro of burlesque 
than anything else, and I should say the day 
“has neatly come when it will be numbered 
among the things of the past. Tam sure Her 
Majesty's Lifeguards will be glad when that 
ay arrives, a8 they looked most terribly 
ored. 

















LORD SALISBURY’S SPEECH 
‘at the banquet in the evening seems to 
have met with the approval of the world 
generally, Ashe hiavelf traly remarked be 
‘was speaking not only to his hearers but to 
‘@ vast audience all over the world, and that 
the comments upon hisutterances have been 
satisfactory is a matter for congratulation. 
His reference to the critical position of 
affairs in Africa (which he said was created 
to be the plague of the Foreign Office) was 
theessenceofdiscretion. Some of the papers 
characterise his remarks as pessimistic and 
others wish they had been more explicit on 
some points, In speaking of the Concert 
of the Powers he was distinctly humorous, 
a8 he compared it to a steam roller—with 
tremendous powers but no speed. ‘If 
you call upon a steam roller to run a race 
‘down Piccadilly, why the worst hansom cab 
would beat it hollow,” yet in spite of its 
sluggishness the Concert has succeeded in 
getting a substantial distance along the 
road to peace, It has localised a war which. 
without it might have develo; into a 
conflagration which could have set 
the ter part of Europe aflame. On 
this Lord Salisbury has every cause to con- 
gratulate himself, as had he not stood out 
until ‘his. terms were acceded to the future 
peace of Europe might have been far less 
assured than it now is. 
AT THE ALBERT HALL 

on Monday, {he Premier yilso made 2 

it spec! e occasion being @ mass 
Soetiog « of the National ‘Union™ of Con- 
servative and Constitutional Associations. 
“The great feature of the speech, or at any 
rate the portion of it which has caused the 
greatest surprise, was that part in which he 
alluded to the 

GOVERNMENT OF LONDON. 

For a long time we have known that 
the working of the London County Coun- 
cil has been anything but satisfactory. 
‘We have laughed-at its crusade against 
short-skirted dancers and ki 
matters, and groaned at its enormous ex- 
penditure the results of which are so in- 
Adequate. We knew that reform was 
inevitable but with the usual slowness of 
parliamentary reform we did not dare to 





kindred trivial | too 


hope for any change for some years at any 
Fate, bos frien Land Sallabery'a-epeest 
evident that he thinks differently and that 
next session will witness the introduction 
of a bill dealing with the subject—of its 
exact nature we have at present no indica- 
tion, but so much requires alteration that 
it will need to be fairly comprehensive to 
be of any material use. 
‘THE OMNIBUS. 

To s vast number of Londoners the 
omnibus is an esseutial factor of their daily 
life ; they do not expect it to be quick or 
comfortable or punctual, but it is cheap and 
convenient and has usually been considered 
safe, sothey useit. Butnow thesafety has 
been seriously called into question, as in 
the accident that occurred on Saturday 
evening, whilst the vehicle was turning a 
sharp corner and capsized, all the occupants 
both outside and inside were more or less 
injured, one man having his knee very bad- 
Iyhurt. It appears that being late at night 
and the roads fairly clear, the omnibus 
was going at a fair rate; as it neared 
Eastbourne Terrace it swerved to the 
wrong side of the road and in consequence 
of the strain the spokes splintered and the 
near hind wheel collapsed. As a conse- 
quence the vehicle overturned and the 
outside passengers were thrown violently 
‘on to the roadway. All the windows were 
broken and passengers who were not 
otherwise injured had their faces and 
hands badly cut. The whole affair has 
come quite as a shock to people generally. 

‘THE DUCHESS OF TECK’s JEWELS. 

Once again the possessions of the kindly 
Dushku ot Tok axe in be beotght by 
the hammer. Her Royal Highness died 
intestate and, unfortunately, in debt. Her 
effects therefore will necessarily have to 
be sold. The jewels and silver plate alone 
are said to be worth £50,000. ere is 
a superb diamond necklace presented to 
her on the occasion of her silver wedding by 
tho ladies of England, also strings of pearls 
and one or two beautiful coronets. It is 
believed that the Duchess of York will 
purchase these and it is hoped that the 
Queen will not let the plate go out of 
family. It is said that the Marquis of Salis 
bury has been approached on the sub- 
ject of continuing the allowance of £5,000 
a year, which was made to the Duchess 
by Parliament, to the Duke of Teck for his 
lifetime but that he has altogether declined 
toconsider the request. For the present the 
Duke has gone to stay with his Mecklen- 
burgh-Strelitz relatives and the Duchess of 
York remains at White Lodge to arrange her 
mother’s papers which are legion. After 
this is done the house will be dismantled. 
It is believe in the gift of the Queen and 
rumour says will be offered tothe Duke and 
Duchess of York as sn extraresidence but 
nothing is known at present. Every day one 
hears of some fresh act of kindness on the 

of the late Duchess, The Queen and 
ince of Wales are said to be speci: 
affected by her death and the Duke of 
Cambridge looks quite ten years older since 
it occurred : 

“THE LITTLE MINISTER.” 
‘Theatre-goi ale have most 3) 
watched fe ths advent of The Lit i 
Minister at the Haymarket Theatre nor. 
were they doomed to be disappointed. I 
was lucky enough to get in to the third 
performance, when the nervousness in- 
cidental to first nights had passed away 
and immensely I enjoyed the performance. 
‘The book has always been dear tc me and 
I went expecting to be disappointed, as 
generally I think plays on books are dis- 
appointing, but in this case I was wrong 
—the play is equally as charming as the 

yk. Mr. Barrie being a true artist has 
chosen the most telling scenes to illustrate 
his story,—with one ion. I was 
sorry not‘to see the gipsy’s tent and the 
‘second wedding over: the tongs,. but I 
suppose one can’t have everything. Bf 

















Miss | lands. 


Winifred Emery is charming as Babbie. I 
don’t think she could be better. Mr. 
Cyril Maude is good as Gavin but not 
quite as interesting as he might be. As 
Rob Dow Mr. Sydney Valentine was very 
good and the Thomas Whamond of Mr. 
Brandon Thomas was perfect. The first 
scene, Caddam Woods, is perfectly lovely— 
just like one of Turner's pictures ; the 
others represent Nanny’s cottage, the 
Manse garden, and the Hall of Rintoul 
Castle; all are perfect in their way but 
Caddam Woods is the best. Last night 
I went to see the American Biograph 
at the Palace. It is a vast improvement ow 
the Cinematographe, the plates used I 
believe being four times the size and 
the pictures being far more steady. The 
best was taken from the engine of an ex- 
in train in Pennsylvania and was won- 
lerfully clear. One got quite a good idea 
‘of the scenery, and the journey through 
the tunnel was quite realistic, especiall 
as one emerged from it again. Soon 
expect by a combination of the Phonograph 
and Biograph we shall be able to hear the 
best singers and see the best operas in the 
most remote parts of the earth without the 
least trouble. ‘This time next year perhaps 
you may see Mr. Cyril Maude and Miss 
Emery in The Little Minister in Shanghai 
whilst the originals are in London. 
“waMEer” AT THE LYCEUM. 

Last week I was at the 50th performance 
of Mr. Forbes Robertson's impersonation 
of this character and much I enjoyed it. 
‘To me he seems an almost perfect Hamlet. 
He certainly comes next to Edwin Booth, 
whoI think will always stand first in the 
part. Whereas Irving leaves it doubtful 





whether Hamlet is mad or merely feigning 
madness Forbes Robertson leaves no doubt 
in any one’s mind. From the first one sees 





that he is perfectly sane, and is onl 
acting a part for a purpose. Mrs. Patrick 
Campbell's Ophelia is a very poor perfor- 
mance, especially in her mad scene, which is 
ptiably weak, ‘The staging ismagnitcent, 

wut that goes without saying at the Lyceum. 
The Cat and the Cherub I went to see 
the day after I sent you my last letter. To 
call it Chinese is entirely a misnomer as 
the case of the First Born which after 
a week's trial packed up and returned to 
America. Both pieces are founded on the 
same plot and deal with Chinese life in 
China town, San Francisco. The Cat and- 
Cherub is certainly the better piece of the 
twoand the acting decidedly good, but it 
seems to nie while we have such pieces as 
Hamlet and The Little Minister, to say 
nothing of The Liars and The Tree of Know- 
ledge and half a dozen other first-class 
things, it isquite unnecessary for American. 
companies to trouble to come all across the 
Atlantic to show us what acting is, 

3 JE. 





19th November. 





Holloway's Pills and Ointment.—The moss 
effectual Cure for Gout and Rheumatism.— 
A frequent cause of these complaints is tho 
inflammatory state of the blood, attended, 
with bad digestion, lassitude, and great debi- 
lity, showing the want of a proper circulation 
of the fluid, and that impurity of the blood. 
greatly aggravates these disorders. Hollo- 
way’s Pills are of so purifying a nature that 
a few doses taken in time ore an effectual 
preventive against gout snd rheumatism, but 
anyone that has an attack of either should. 
use Holloway’s Ointment also, the powerful 
properties of which, combined with the effects 
of the Pills, ensure a certain cure, The 
Ointment should be thoroughly rubbed into 
the parte affected at least twice a day, after 
they have been sufficiently fomented with 
warm water to open the pores to facilitate 
the introduction of the Ointment to the 
Q 
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PARIS. 
(rnow oun ows connesrospest.) 
pcaled cea 
THE DREYFCS CASE. 


‘This remarkable affair has entered upon 
‘a new and startling phase. On Monday 
the Temps published letter from Dreyfus" 
shamplon, M. Bcbouret-Kesteor, Vice Pre: 
sident of the Senate, asserting that he had 
given the War Minister documentary evi- 
dence that the memorandum on which 
Dreyfus was convicted was not written by 
him but by another person. Who this 
person was M. Scheurer-Kestner did not 
reveal, but the blank was soon filed up 
by the convict’s brother, M. Mathieu 
Dreyfus, who wrote to the War Minister 
formally accusing Count Esterhazy, a major 
in the 74th infantry, of being the writer 
of the memorandum. This oificer indig- 
nantly denies the charge and threatens to 
have his accuser's blood. General de 
Pellieux has been appointed to make a 
preliminary enquiry and here the matter 
stands for the present. The case for 
‘Dreyfus rests largely on the assertion that 
‘Count Esterhazy's 
TASpWIUTING 18 EXACTLY LIKE 
that on the famous memorandum; but 
no expert opinions have been quoted 
in support of this theory. It is further 
aileged that he is a man of irregular 
habits, fond of gambling and specula- 
tion and constantly in want of money, 
and that he has more than once, to 
mect his losses, paid over large sums of 
money inconsistent with his resources. He 
had consequently a motive for procuring 
money, whereas Dreyfus had large private 
means and led a quiet life. This absence 
of motive, in fact, has always been one of 
the weak points in the case against Dreyfus. 
Further it is said, Count Esterhazy was a 
friend of Col. Schwartzkoppen, the German 
militury attaché, to. whom Dreyfus is sup- 
posed to have sold information. In reply 
these arguments, Count Exterhazy 
admits that some of the words in the 
memorandum are written exactly as he 
writes them, but he denies that the general 
character of the two hands is the same. 
He also admits having been in pecuniary 
difficulties, but allezes that this cireum- 
stance is one of the reasons why the 
“Dreyfus syndicate” pitched upon him as 
the seapegont. With regard to Col 
Schwartzkoppen, Count Esterhazy says 
his relations with the attaché were per- 
fectly open, the Colonel being a friend of 
the Count's family. So far, the accused 
officer's version is credible enough; but he 
has thought fit to put forward a 
MOST REMARKADLE stony 
Dy way of carrying the war into the enemy’s 
country. He alleges that, about three 
weeks ago, he received an anonymous 
letter warning him that a plot was being 
ganised against him. He afterwards re- 
ceived another letter asking him to meet the 
writer on the river bank near the Place de 
of the 28th of 
t turned out to be 
a lady of aristocratic exterior, who drove 
up to the rendezvous in a carriage and 
and handed him an envelope containing a 
phetograph of a document which, he 
proves the guilt of Dreyfus beyond 
a doubt. Phe lady, who was thickly 
veiled, gave no clue’ to her identity, but 
gueculy said she took an interest in the 
wicked plot. How the lady 

















































ccounted 
for her possession of the photograph, and 
what its purport might be, the Count does 


cout expl 
but, xs English judges are so fond of say 

ing, it is net evidence: The Count has 
_ ot ssrupled to accuse M. Scheurer-Kestner 
of receiving a heavy bribe from the Dreyfus 
family, and he brings a similar charze 
against a brother officer—Col. Picquart, 
who was employed at the War Office for 








All this is highly romantic, 





some years but is now serving in Tunis. 
When Col. Picquart in turn begins to re- 
taliate and denounce somebody the case 
will become really exciting. At present it 
is a hopeless imbroglio of charges and 
counter-charges, wild rumours and baseless 
inferences. 

THE REFORM OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 

‘The system of judicial torture, which 
has heen the disgrace of France for many 
years, has at last received its death-blow. 
Under the Napoleonic Code the juge d'in- 
struction has hitherto had full power to 
keep a prisoner in solitary confinement for 
any length of time, to deprive him of all 
communication with the outer world, and 
in fact do anything, short of inflicting abso- 
lute physical torture, to extract an’ ad- 
mission. The abuse of the arbitrary powers 
has been often exemplified and the only 
wonder is that they should have remained 
intact #0 long. The matter has been brought 
before Parliament several times during the 
last twenty years but the reform was 
not voted until last week. It dees 
not go by any means far enough, but 
still “it is something for every resident 
in France to be thankful for. It is 
now enacted that the accused arrested 
on a warrant shall be examined by the 
juge d'instruction within 24 hours of incar- 
ceration. The magistrate must inform the 
accused of the charges against him and 
take down his statements, after informing 
him that he is free not to make any. If 
the arrest is maintained, the prisoner shall 
be entitled to name his legal adviser and if 
he is without means an advocate shall be 
appointed to defend him, if he so desire. 
‘The prisoner is to be free to communicate 
with his counsel at any time after the pre- 
liminary examination, and, without his con- 
‘sent, he cannot be examined in his counsel’s 
absence. Counsel, however, cannot ad- 
dress the court or examine witnesses with- 
out the magistrate’s permission. It will be 
seen that the only additional guarantee 
supplied by the new law is the presence of 
the advocate to advise his client during the 
instruction. These proceedings are closed 
to the public, as before, and the period of 
detention is still left to the magistrate’s 
discretion. 

THE P. AND 0. SERVICE. 

Great, satisfaction is expressed here at 
the decision of the P. & O. Company to 
use Marseilles as the Continental port of 
call instead of Brindisi. ‘The satisfaction 
is increased by the reflection that France 
will gain at the expense of the Italians, 
whom the French do not love. Of course, 
the change is due solely to the short-sizhted 
poliey of the Italian government in 
failing to carry out the required harbour 
improvements at Brindisi. The mails will 
still take that route, and be carried in 
small fast steamers direct to Port Said. 
A limited number of passengers will also, I 
understand, be conveyed by these steamers 
at higher fares, but all the other overland 

ssengers will go rid Marseilles and Calais. 
From the point of view of the passenger 
returning home to England from China, 
the change will have the advantage of 
facilitating a visit to Paris, aud many people 
will no doubt avail themselves of the 
opportunity. It will he necessary for the 
P. & O. Co., to make arrangements for 
a special train to leave Marseilles soon 
after the arrival of the steamer, the 
ordinary express. service being poor and 





























often entailing a long wait at Marseilles, 
19th November. 








Fon tHe Buoop 1s tHe Livs."—Clarke’s 
World-famed Blood Mixture is warrantod to 
cleanse the blood from all impurities from 
whatever cause arising, For Scrofala, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, 
Pimples, and Sores of all. kinds, its effects are 
marvellous. ‘Thousands, of wonderful cures 
have been effected by it. Sold everywhere at 








2s. 9d. Beware of worthless imitations. 





Meeting. 





THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 








Ata meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangsy Rond, 
Shanghai, on Wednesday, the 22nd Decem-- 
ber, 1897, at 4 p.m. - 

Present :—Messrs. A. R. Burkill (Chair- 
man), F, Anderson, J. S. Fearon, E. a. 
Hewett, J. Prentice, M. Rohde, J. Welch,. 
H. P. Wilkinson, the Secretary, and the- 
‘Assistant Secretary. 

The Summonsealling the meeti 
an read. 

The Minutes of Inst meeting ace read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is: 
submitted, and cheques for sundry ac- 
counts are signed 

Return of Prisoners apprehended and 
police daily reports for the past week ate 
submitted. 

‘The following corres 
for publication :— 

Municipal Council 

Shanghai, 9th December, 1897. 

Sim,—I have the honour to inform you 

, on Thursday last, the 2nd instant, ‘the: 

Taotai passed along the Bund accompanied 

by about 150 armed native soldiers and that 

the Police had uo previous notice of his 
coming. 

‘As it is necessary for the preservation of 
oriler in the strects that the Police have due 
notice of the passage of all bodies of armed 
men through theSettl 











taken 








lence is ordered: 







































wud referring 
wedecessor to the 
jody under di 
Angust, 1894, wherein the writer promise 
that this precaution shall be taken. 
Tam, Sir, 
Your obediont servant, 

A. R, Burnin. 

Chairman. 





Seior H. de Untanre, 
Consul-General for Spain and 
Acting Senior Consul. 


Shanghai, 93rd December, 1897. 
+ $im,—E have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of your dispatch of 9th inst. referring 
to the passage ‘ armed native soldiers 
through ‘the Setucrrent. I now beg to 
forward herewith translation of the Taotai’s 
answer to my dispatch of 13th inst, 
have the hoaodr to be, 
ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. pe Untanre, 
Consul-General for Spain and 
‘Acting Senior Consul. 
To A. R. BuRKtt, Esq. . 
Chairman of the Municipal Conucit. 
(Translation.) 
‘Taotai to Seniér Consul. 
Shanghai, 20th December, 1897. 
Srm,—I hare the honour to acknowledge: 
receipt of your dispatch of the 13th inst., 
wherein you s¢ 
On the 10th inst. I received a dispatch of 
the Municipal Council informing me that, on 
the 2ud instant, you passed aloug the Bund 
accompanied by abont 150 armed uative 
soldiers and that the Police had no previous 
notice of your coming. . : 
‘As-i: is necessary for the preservation of 
order in the streets that the Police have due 
notice of the passage of all bodies of armed 
men through the Settlements, I now have the 
honour to refer you to the dispatch of your 
predecessor to the Dean of the Consular 
Body under date the 9th of August. 1894, 
wherein the writer promises that such’ pre- 
caution shall Ge taken, and request:you, om 
farther similar occasions to give previous. 
notice of four 'coming. 
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In reply I beg to state that I have 
Foquested all the commande: # of the military 
forces to act in conformity with your re- 
quest. 
Thave the honour, ete., 
Card of Taorar Tsar. 
‘To Sedor Unrante, 
Consul-General for Spain and 
‘Acting Senior Consul. 
‘The Meeting then adjourns. 


The following reports are submitted and 
ordered to be publishud with the foregoing 
minutes :-— , 
Police.—Return of apprehonsions, etc., 
made by the Municipal Police during the 
re: ending the 2h day of December, 























Offences. 

Assault and Robbery 1 
Breach of Municipal Regulation 8 
Burglary... 5 
Crarlty to Animals 1 
Cutting and Wounding . 1 
Fraud. 2 
Furious viding or driving . 5 
Gambling 1 
Tilegal arrest i 

reeny from persons : 1 
Larceny from dwellings, ete... 6 
M Manecous cases 432 
"Ricahn Licenses suspended. 523 





’Ricsha Licenses confiscated 
Wheelbarrow Licenses suspen 
Handeart 

Beggars, Hawk 


Total number of p 

the notice of Poi 
Chineso dead bodien fo 
Stray dogs captured 





Native Dairiss.—Weekly Report. 

During the past weok the native dairies 
have been visited and found to contain 559 
head of cattle. 

‘On the 24th instant, discase was found to 
have broken out at Ah Ling’s dairy, at the 
back of Shaw's farm. 2 cows and 2 buffaloes 
were sent to Pahsienjaoh, of which 2 have 
since died from rinderpest, pronounced 
Dr. Keylock. Precautions hi 
prevent the spread of the dis 
milk, With above exception tl 
all the other dairies appeared in » be: 
























condition. 
S. R. Gare 
Sor Inspector. 
Dr. Hespersox, 
Medical Officer of Health. 
Smusements. 





THE 
SHANGHAI PHILHARMONIC 
SOCIETY'S CONCERT. 
—— pe 





‘The twenty-eighth subscription concert 
of the Shang harmonic Society was 
extremely woll attended as the result 
proved it deserved to be. There were 
thirty-five musicians on the platform, under 
the indispensable and talented direction of 
Cominanier M. Vela, the orchestra com- 
prising seven first violins of whom five 
were ladies ; ten second violins of whom 
seven were ladies ; two violas, two cellos, 
‘one double bass, two flutes, two oboes, 
two clarinettes, to bassoons, two cornets, 
two horns, and the drums; all these in: 
truments being played by gentlemen. 
‘The following was the programme :— 


PART I. 


1.—Overture— 12 Barbiére de 
Seville Rossi 











3.—Song—“ We met too late”..Lovett King. 
Mr. HL Clapp. 








by | Th 








PART IL. 
5.—Suire—Airs de Ballet 
1 Interme=s0, 2 Valse 





ippacher. 
Polonaise. 





rte, 
6.—Song—The Promise of Life..Cowen. 
Mr. E. Nelson. 
7.—Violin Trio—Serenade Hu- 
moristique & CEspagnole.H. Léonard. 
Miss Jansen, Miss Edith Jansen, 
Miss Macleod. 





e eight numbers 
four were orchestral, and being well within 
the capabilities of the orchestra, they were 

rendered as to greatly delight the 
audience, and do fresh credit to the atten- 
tion and ability of the Conductor. There 
were two other instrumental numbers, a 








| piano solo by Miss Hardie, played with 
such good execution and so much taste | tell 


that the audience enthusiastically insisted 
onan encore ; and, what was the most brilli- 
ant episode of the evening, a violin trio by 
our three first Iady executants, beauti- 
fully played. Here also an encore was not 
to be denied, and the fair artistes repeated 
the last movement. There were only two 
vocal numbers after all, Mr. Clapp, whose 
voice seemed to bea little tired, giving » 
erg protiy ballad by Lovett King, and Bi. 
Neison, who was in excellent voice, charm: 
ing his audience by his rendering of Cow- 
en's “Promise of Life.” The whole house was 
so anxious to hear him again that he could 
not refuse, his selection being Lord Henry 
Somerset’s “Song of Life.” It was very 
well sung and was heartily applauded. 
The Society may well be congratulated on 
the general excellence and success of their 
twenty-eighth concert. 





SCENES, fe 
THE CHRISTMAS DAY PAPER 
HUNT. 


—+ 
‘The mect on Christmas Day, took place 
in perfect weather at the Grand Stand, as 
usual, at 3 p.m.,'and there was probably 
the largest number of starters on record. 
paper was laid by the Master, and Mr. 
Midwood was the Steward in charge of the 
Hunt. The actual start was near Mr. 


Road, and the scent lay vid the Island Lit 

Round to the Island Gallop, thence to th 
Cow Jumps, Mr. Malherbe being one of 
the best petformers over thom, then over 
the Island Wade, which was terribly 
wet, and acrosss to the Jessfield Road, 
over Dorin’s Finish, and by the Whited 
Sopulchro to the Race Club Bridge on the 
Sicawei Road. ‘The hunt then made as if 
for the Grave Yard country, and negotiated 
the Corner Jumps, after which it turned 
to the right towards the Sicawei Road, 




















before reaching which a novelty in the 
shape of a wattle fence with a ditch on the 
take-off side was given. ere WAS 


check on the Sicawei Road, and the paper 
was found ou the Fahwah Line 
from this point was a “buster, 
hunt_went over the Platform Jumps on to 
the Tunsin Lino ; over Tidal Creek Island 
and to Galloy’s Grave, after which the run 
home commenced and led over the fiat to 
the Jeasfield Line, the last jump of which 
was the finishing one. The field arrived 
in the following order 















Farbridge 
0. Middleton ....-.», Prince. 

‘From a spectacular point of view such a 
finish has not been seen for years; flly 
twenty ponies were close up, and the con- 








clusion of the race was most exciting. The 
Taotai of Shanghai was present, by the 
invitation of the Stewards of the Club, 
which has never happened before in the 
annals of paper-hunting, and he was a very 
interested spectator. The Hunt and their 
friends et hoc omne genus ponyman then 
went to Unkaza, the Taotai included, by 
the kind invitation of. Mr. and Mrs. Hogg, 
who were then addressed by the master of 
the Hunt, Mr. F. Ayscough, in the follow- 
ing terms 
“Mr, and Mrs. Hogg—I am much dis 
appointed that I'am not able to do asI 
expected. to-day, and on behalf of the 
S.P.H.C. pens you with the Cup that 
they. had the ploasure of subscribing for as 
a small wedding present, but unfortunately 
the Cup which should have arrived from 
Canton has not done so. I do not, how- 
ike to let the occasion pass without 
1g you that our intentions have been 
‘of the best and that we wish you to feel 
that the fact of the Cup not having arrived 
is no fault of ours. I can assure you that 
the unanimity with which a present to 
you was subscribed for showed, if proof 
was neoded, how our Club appreciates your 
past and present kinduess in opening the 
gates of Unkaza to us. Tho Paper Hunt 
Club, Drag Hunt, and the now no more 
Tendem Club have all been your guests 
over and over again and more than that 
have always been made to feel ‘at home” 
which is undoubtodly the true acme of 
hospitality, and as the Club's mouthpiece 
I wish to thank you very heartily for the 
kinkness you have shown us and to wish 
you and yours a very Merry Christmas and 
‘a happy and prosperous 1898. 
“Gentlemen, I will now ask you todo 
what I know you will do to the best of 
your power, and that is to give threo cheors 
Mr. and Mrs, Hogg, not omitting « 




















ie cheers and tiger were most heartily 
given, and Mr. Ayscough resumed— 

“Gentlomen, Mrs. Hogg has kindly 
undertaken to present the fortunate win- 
ners of to-day’s hunt with their cups, and 
with her permission I will now introduce 
them to her.” 

Mrs. Hogg then gracefully presented the 
Rez to Mr. Fearon, the light-weight, and 
Mfr. F. Dallas, the heavy-weight winner, 
and said how glad she was to do so, and 
how much she admired their prowess. 
Mr. Fearon duly thanked her and handed 
rt a handsome juet. Mr. Hogg th 
anked the hunt for their cordial recogni 
tion, and said that he was one of the 
original Stewards of the Club, that he took 
as great wn interest in the sport as ever, 
and how pleased he and his wife wore to 
welcome the Hunt at all times and whet 





















| provision of refreshments, 

gathering dispersed. : 
‘The Stewards of the Hunt wish to make 
ublic their obligation to Messrs. Barff, 
‘ckham, and and other helpers for theit 


assistance in keeping the course clear, 


MoNDAY’s HUNT. 

‘This hunt was laid by Messrs. H. Samp- 
son and F. Dallas, and owing to the intri- 
cacies of its plan and the consequent 
contusion of the riders, the Stewards have 
decided that it was ‘‘no hunt.” They hat 
decided that those riders and ponies who 

the flags may consider the hunt asa 
qualifying one. 

‘The start was close to the Bubbling 
Well Joss-house, over Morriss's Folly to 
the False Jessfield Line, then to the 
Honest Grips, and over the old Handicap. 
Bridge tothe Island Grips. Burkill's dry 





at. | cut jamps were then given, and the 
Lon e a0d 


lay by the Lone Tree to the Bee Line and 
then to the old Handicap Line ; over Vi 
cont Smith's Bri to Tunsin Wade ;: 
down the Tunsin Line by Galles’s Grave,. 
and to the finish. 
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‘The following were the first-eight past 
the flags, and it was a matter: of general 
regret that Bir. Coutts, who is a heavy 
weight, did not get the prizes for which be 
rode so well : 








SHANGHAI GOLF CLUB. 


—_+—_ 


FERRIER CHALLENGE CUP. 

‘The first: competition for this trophy was 
played off on Christmas Day, the weather 
throughout being all that could be desired. 
Although several first-class players—Capt. 
J. Dewar, Messrs. E. 0. Arbuthnot, L. 
F.. Bridges, J. C. Johnston, and A. Cairn- 
cross—were unavoidably absent, no less 
than twenty-one entrants teed off during 
the day, Mr, J, Findlay standing alone at 
soratch. 


By 5 o'clock the Clubroom presented 
quite ‘Christmas-comes-but-once-n-year” 
sort of scene and: on the box being opened 
it was found that some good scores had 
been returned in spite of the festiveness of 
the season. The cup was won by the promis- 
ing player Mr. J. Mann, with the net 





soore of 87. 

Gross Nett 
Player. Score. Allowance. Score. 

J. Mann 94 7 87 

» We 16 88 

3 89 

- 93 

3 93 

10 93 

16 5 

5 96 

9 96 

3 97 

10 97 

ty 9 

10 102 

10» 106 

|. Le 16 108 

H. E, Shadgett 9 109 





5 Scores unreturned. 


‘The 1897 portion of the Golf Club's 1897- 
8 Season closed on Boxing Day with a very 
successful Handicap Sweep. The benefit 
of three successive days’ play was shown in 
the general lowness of the scores, the 
veteran Ferrier breaking the record’ and 
winning the sweep with the romarkable 
scratch total of 79 made up as follows.— 
Ist round 4, 5, 4, 5, 4, 4, 5, 4, 5=40 Sud 
round 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 5, 4,5=39, Total 79. 

‘The Golf Club are to be congratulated in 
having brought off all their fixtures (9 in 
nuraber) up to the present without a hitch 
‘or a single postponement on account of 
weather. 





Nett 


Player. 
Jen, Ferier 











Gorrespondence. 


‘Miscellaneous. » 








THE RECEPTION OF THE 
CYCLISTS. 


To the Editor of the 
Nonra-Carsa Dany News. 

Sm,—In fairness to myself may I ask 
you to insert the following in the columns 
of your paper. 

Referring to your remarks in an article 
regarding the arrival of the Round-the- 
World Cyclists,—anent some too ‘enter- 
prising person” who endeavoured to upset 
the plans of the community, allow me to 
state the following facts. 

‘My firn- being in a business way in- 
terested in bicycles and cycling, I thought 
it would not be amiss that I should dis- 
patch some couriers across country, giving 
them orders to be the first to meet. the 
cyclists and escort them to a cemmitteo 
which I understood were awaiting their 
arrival, though I had no idea ab w 
place, ‘or at what hour, said committes 
would assemble. 

My men rode in the 24 hours 1013 miles, 
and retracing their way found the cyclists 
about 25 miles up the Soochow. Creek, in 
their houseboat moored to the bank. 

‘The cyclists apparently had received no 
positive information from Shanghai, and 
my men conducted them towards Jessfield. 

‘About 10 miles from Shanghai, I myself 
met the travellers and handed them a 
letter, which a countryman had given me, 
about 5 in the morning. After a short 
travel, we met two representatives (so I 
was informed later) of the Reception Com- 
mittee, on the other side of the Creek ; we 
amaited their crossing and one of the gentle- 
men handed Mr. Fraser a letter, and 
instructed us that a houseboat was at Jess- 
ficld. ‘The gentloman in question mounted 
his machine and the party proceeded to- 
wards Jessfield. On the way I invited 
the party to tifin at my house, and the 
invitation was politely declined. 

On reaching Jeséfield, we noticed a 
houseboat, but with nobody on board. 
Tho representative of the Committee who 
had joined us, was not to be found; I 
afterivards learned he came to grief over a 
country bridge, and was thus delayed. 
The party proceeded down the Jessfield 
Road and I myself suggested we should 
proceed to the Astor House, expecting wo 
should meet a number of bicyclists en route. 
One of my employees urged me not to do 
this, as we should upset the public arrange- 
ments already made, and informed me (I 
myself was perfectly ignorant of the nature 
of the arrangements made, as to time, ete., 
except some Municipal regulations regard- 
ing traffic I had casually noticed in the 
newspapers) that the cyclists were expected 
first at Mr. Hogg’s residence. To that 
entleman’s house we then led them, and 
fe. them enjoying their hostess's” hos- 








pitality. 
We then proceeded to the Settlement 
and informed the public that the cyclists 


were at Mr. Hoge’s residence. Now, Sir, 
apart from any characteristics of an Eng- 
lish gentleman, which judging. from the 
inflection of your paragraph you apparently 
think I do not possess, may I ask even as 
an advertising and notoriety-seeking shop- 
Keeper, would it hare been good policy 
for me to have endeavoured to upset 
arrangements made by the most re- 
presentative gentlemen of a community 
sshose support to earn my bread and butter 
Tam anxious of acquiring ? 

‘Trusting you will see fit to publish this 
communication and thanking you for your 
courtesy in so doing in advance, 


Tam, ete., 
Seymer Hayxrs. 





27th December. 








THE PRESENTATION OF AN 
ADDRESS TO HON. T. R. 
JERNIGAN BY THE AMER. 
ICAN MISSIONARIES. 





On Monday afternoon last at Union 
Church a large company of American mis- 
sionaries with their friends assembled at 
six o'clock to present an address to Mr. T. 
R. Jernigan who has recently retired from 
the position of United States Consul-Gene- 
ral at this port. The address was meant 
to evidence the friendly appreciation of the 
services both personal and official which 
Mr. Jernigan had rendered to them during 
his term of office. The Rev. A. P. Parker, 
D.D., President of the Anglo-Chinese 
College, was chosen to present the address 
and in doing so said :- 

It gives me very great pleasure, Mr. 
Jernigan, to say to you to-night that the 
American amissionaries of this Consular 
District have prepared an address to be 
Presented to you, expressing in some mea- 
sure the very high esteem -in which you 
are held by all of us. Your faithful and 
efficient discharge of official duties, prompt 
attention to calls for help, and effective 
measures taken to meet emergencies, show 
you to be a man of resource, and they 
‘Show further that you are in full sympathy 
with the great philanthropic movements 
that characterise this nineteenth century. 

The purity and integrity of your charac- 
ter, both in public and private life, make 
us proud to own you as an illustrious re- 
presentative of that flag under whose agis 
we, the aliens in a strange land, still enjoy 
the priceless boon of liberty, and are en- 
abled to pursue unmolested our God-ap- 
pointed work. 

Tam glad of this opportunity to assure 
you, Sir, how much we missionaries ap- 
preciate the fact which has stood out pro- 
minently in your official career in China, 
viz., that you do not regard your official 
luties as confined simply to those of your 
jonals who are engaged in trade, While 
it is a very important part of your work to 
look after the interests of American mer- 
chants in this country, your duty does not 
stop there. A large number of American 
citizens have felt impelled by the command 
of their risen Lord to come:to:these shores 
to proclaim to the people that Gospel which 
has saved our own land from the thralldom 
of bdegrading heathenism and‘ which we 
steadfastly believe is the only remedy for 
the terrible evils that now hold the people 
of this land in their grip of death. 

We believe, Sir, that in the early history 
of the Christian Church the great highways 
of ‘the Roman Empire ‘were: especially 
prepared by God: to-be the highways of the 

pel. And no less do we believe that 
now the highways of commerce are the 
highways of the Gospel of the Son of God. 
And we believe furthermore, that a very 
important duty is laid upon you and your 
fellow officials in aiding so far as 
in the prosecution of the great missionary 

ise of this century. In using your 
power and influence to protect the 
missionaries and ‘their converts you are 
having a large ‘share in britiging in the 
reign of righteousness and in securing the 
triumph of Christian civilisation over the 
forces of heathenism which every well- 
wisher of his race so greatly longs to see 
established throughout the whole world. 

You have shown most unmistakably that 
you fully appreciate this important. part of 
Your official duties and we most sincerely - 
thank you for it, 

Furthermore, I am glad to be able to 
assure you that you not only have the 
respect and esteent of. all.the American 
thissionaries in your -consular district but 
throughout all Chins, ‘and also of foreigners 
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of all nationalities who have come to know 


you. 

It is therefore with unfeigned regret that 
wo take leave of you at this time. In the 
exigencies of the quadrennial electic 

litical upheavals which’ charact: 
democratic: institutions of our native land 
ithas become necessary for you to give over 
your office to the charge of another, and 
while we are bound to give’ all due respect 
to your successor, we cannot refrain from 
giving expression to our sincere sorrow for 
the necessity that calls you away from us. 
‘We bid you God speed and sincerely hope 
that wherever your fot may be cast yon 
may find numerous friends’ as’ warm’and. 
appreciative as those you leave in this 

land. 

The address which was beautifully on- 
grossed and ‘bound’ in handsome leather 
covers was signed by missionaries from all 
parts of China and was as follows = 
‘To the Hon. T. R. Jernican. 

Dear -Sm,—The Missionaries of the 
United States Consular District of Shang- 
hai, who are also American citizens, hereby 
assure you of their. grateful appre-iation 
of the many’ valuable services which, as 
United States Consul-General in this ‘coun- 
try, you have so ably’fulfilled in their 
behalf. ‘The courtesy which has always 
characterised your bearing towards 'them, 
the promptitude, the zeal and wisdom with 
which you have treated the often difficult 
questions which have been referred to you, 
your manifest anxiety to be in every 
possible way helpful to your countrymen, 
together with the estimable qualities which 
distinguish -you as a man, have won for 
you a high place in their regard. They 
sincerely regret your departure from China, 
and earnestly and prayerfully desire for 
you every possible blessing in whatever 
position you may be called to occupy. 

Shanghai, China, November, 1897. 

After receiving the address Mr, Jernigan 
said in reply :— 

Gentlemen—I receive this address from 
you with a feeling’ of pleasure which I 
am unable to express in words. If 
during my term of office ‘any act of 
mine merits the approval of my country- 
men I’ am ‘the ‘more sensible that it 
should be attributed to the encourage- 
ment of their loyal support. The friendly. 
relations between us have not only been 
the source of encouragement and pleasure 
tome butiin the formation of an opinion 
as to your work have guided to more accu- 
rate conclusions. I shall ‘avail myself of 
this occasion to Say that no subject relating 
to the Christian churches in China has come 
under my consideration when it did not ap- 
pear that the representatives of those Chur- 
ches were actuated by the principles of 
justice and charity ; and it is your conserva- 
tism which has won: from the Emperor of 
China the edict granting you the privilege 
of building churches and teaching Christ- 
ianity anywhere within the borders of his 
Empire. But such is the Christian re- 
ligion—tcaching that justice is the essential 
of good guvernment, elevating all who'come 
within its influence and securing for woman 
her proper place in the household of the 
human family. There is not a missionary 
home ‘in China around which are not seen 
the evidences of good influences which yo 
out from it. Wherever a church or a 
school-house is found there wil 
found in that neighbourhood the living 
proof of a more intelligent conception 
of duty; and- such magazines as are 
edited by Dr. Allen and others. are 
doing more for the cause of progress 
in China than armies or diplomats. The 
sphere of the diplomat is necessarily 
circumscribed, but that of the editor is 
wider ; and the literature of the Mission 
Presses reaches all firesides and prepares the 
foundation for successful diplomacy. Were 
Lasked to name one agency more influen- 
tial-than ‘snother’in the permanent pre- 
psration of the changes in China for whi 





























we all hope, I would without hesitation 
narhe ‘the! agenéy: ofa isound ‘literature. 
The strokes of Paschal proved more 
potent than the decrees of . Kings; 
and when Europe was trembling before 
Napoleon, it was the remembrance of their 
Christian homes that made invincible the 
British ‘squares at Waterloo. ‘The victories 
that you are winning are the victories of 
peace. which elevate and blese mankind, 
more lasting than the ephemeral triumphs 
of whero of blood. Continue the auspicious 
work that engages you. The march of | 
events will'devolve upon you new duties 
and responsibilities but these you can inect 
and discharge if you will continue in con- 
servatism, respecting the opinions of others 
but having opinions of your own 
remember that your Government is 
and able to protect you in the enjoyment of 
your Treaty rights, a Government that beats 
the olive branch of ‘peace but capable of 
wielding the sword four-square to the world. 
I shall carry’ with me the most pleasi 
memories of your kindness and this mani 
festation of it excites my grateful appre- 
ciation, I leave with. you my best wishes 
and thank the ladies, without whose co- 
operation nothing great ‘and good can be 
accomplished, for their presence on this 
occasion.” . 

Complimentary speeches were made by 
the Rev. J. W. Farnham, D.D., of the 
Presbyterian Mission and by the Rev. 
Young J. Allen, D.D., of the Methodist 
Mission. In the course of his remazks Dr. 
Allen mentioned that he had been person- 
ally acquainted with all the Consuls who 
had held office in Shanghai and that not 
one had so fully exerted himself for the 
assertion and protection of the rights of 
missionaries, as well as of all other classes 
of ‘American citizens. After a short season 
of hearty handéshaking the exercises were 
closed. 
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be | the calibre of the artistes, but also upon 





COTTON MILL MEN IN CHINA. 


se 


‘The second annual dinner of the Europ- 
eans connected: with the cotton mills of 
China was held at the St. George's Hotel 
on Christmas Eve. As on the previous 
—- le party her} in the af ree 
and were photographed in group form 
Mr. Satow of Nanking Road, alter which 
an hour or two was passed in friendly 
games at skittles and shooting in the gallery. 
‘Thedinner, to which twenty-nine sat down, 
was a first-class one and reflected great 
credit on the genial host and hostess, Mr. 
and Mrs. F. G. Keeling. 

‘The following is a Ii 
Messrs. A. W. Danforth, 
9. Wood, J, 

ann, J. B. Simpson, 
Currie, H. Bassett, S. Va 
J. Kerfoot, W. Taylor, \ 
son, J. Partington, J. Holmes, W. F. 
Hunter, J. Gradwell, M. Mutter, A. Hol- 
royd, E. Rowbottom, A. R. Murphine, 
G. H. Worthington, J. R. Wain, J. Hor- 
rocks, T. Etchells, and A. Linton, pianist. 

Avery lengthy programme was then com- 
menced and on its completion another of 
an impromptn character was gone through. 
Te was conceded that the singing, reciting, 
and toasting were executed in high-class 
style and reflected great credit not only on 








the firms represented. ‘The Chair was 
oceupied by Mr. J. W. Thomas, and the 
vice-Chair by Mr. Wilson. The toast of 
the Queen and the Royal family coupled 
with tho President of the United States was 
given by the Chairman which commenced 
the programme. The Christinas: hymns, 
Okristians Awake! and While Shepherds 
Watched wero rendered by the company 
during the evening, and a gathering which 
for conviviality and fraternal feeling will 
long be remembered was brought reluc- 


Mr, Linton for the.very admirable way in 
which he aecOmpanied’ the’ different songs, 


ete. 
‘The following - programme was gone 


‘through :— 

Overture -A. Linton. 

Soug—H, Baseett—‘The Women of our Native 
nd. 

Song—A. \—The Monarch of the Wood. 





Toast—G. Pilkington—* The Cotton Trade of 
Chins.” Mr. Danforth supported “in 
an_ interesting speech relating to the 
difficulties encountered in pioneering 
the industry. 

Song—A. Holroyd—Football Match 
‘Saturday. 

Song—J. Kerfoot—O Promise me. 

Song—J. Horrocks—The girl I left behind me. 

Te Wilson—Absent Friends; supported 

Hunter. 

Murphine—My “Beautiful, my 


last 


by W. 

Song—d. ‘R. 
‘Bride. 

‘Daet—Holroy:tand Wilson—Larboard Watch. 


Song—Peter McCann. Last Election Day. 
Toast—J. Kerfoot—Cotton Trade of ‘Lan- 








cashire.. 
Song A R. Murphine—Let me like a Soldier 
fal 


‘Recitation--J. B. Simpson—A country gauby. 

Song W. Willey Ot Mr. Chovaliyy what 
have You done forme? 

Toast—J. Partington—Tho -machine-makers 
‘and engineers of home; supported by A. 
Wilson. 

Song—T. Etchells—In Friendships mime. 

Concertina Solo—E. Rowbottom—The Blue 
Bells of Scotland. 

Song—J. HolmesPat Murph. 

Recitation—A. R. Murphine—Dollars and 


Dimes. 
Song—P. McCann—McGillighan’s Pup. 
‘J. Horrocks—Dolly Plum, 

















SUICIDE OF A WELL-KNOWN 
RESIDEN'T. 


eaisieciradey 
Mr. 0. Kluth, secretary of the Club 
Concordin, committed suicide on Friday, 
Inst by chloroforming’ himself. He ha 
not been seen about the Club premises 
for some time during the forenoon, but 
absence excited no’ comment until tifiin 
time, when one of the members seeing that 
there were no menus on the tables, enquired 
‘of ore of the boys where the secretary was. 
‘The boy went up to Mr. Kluth’s room, but 
found the door locked on tho inside ahd 
on his giving information of this fact it was 
decided to break open the door. This was 
done, and the body of Mr. Kluth was 
found on the sofa, with a handkerchief 
saturated with chloroform covering the faco 
and a hood drawn over his head. ‘Two 
einpty bottles were found close by, which 
had both ‘contained chloroform. “A letter 
as found in which he requested that 
his body might not be taken to his private 
residence. He had also posted a letter 
to his wife in which he stated his intention 















-|to commit suicide. “The police wore at 


once called in and Dr. Macleod summoned, 
but on his arrival he certified life to bo 
extinct. ‘ 

Mr. Kluth had been secretary of the, 
Glub: Concordia for about five years, prior 
to which he was an inspector in the local 
police force, in which he served for somo * 
seventeen years. 

He leaves a widow and several children, 
the eldest of whom is about 17 years of 
age. 

‘The deceased was buried in the New 
Cemetery on Sunday afternoon. 








Beer Tea.—The enormous popularit 
the oldest established of the Beef ‘Tea 
preparations is strikingly. exemplified by 
the fact that the Liebig Company's sales 
of their J. v. Liebig Extract during October 
have beaten all records since the formation 
of the Company more than thirty years 
ago; and we understand that this is not 
due to any unusual: pushing in the way of 








tantly to a close with the customary toast, 
“Health to the Host, and Hostess,” and to 


trade bonuses, but simply in the ordinary 
course of business. 
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TRIAL TRIP. 


———_ 

‘The new mail tender Victoria rans most 
successful triel trip on Monday. A large 
number of ladies ani gentleman took 
advantage of the invitation extended by 
‘Messrs. Boyd and Co., and the weather 
being really ideal, a very picasant trip was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all on board. The 
Victoria started from the P. &O. jetty 
shortly after noon, and ran up as far as 
Sakong, some four miles this side of 
Minghong, which was reached at shout two 
o'clock, and then turning beck the 
P, & O. jetty was resched soon after four. 
After tiffin Mr. Paul King, in a neat little 
‘speech proposed the health of the new 
vessel, bas rage heartily drank by all 
present. The machinery worked with the 
utmost smoothness throughout the trip, not 
the slightest difficulty being experienced. 
With the engines working at 175 revolutions 
per minute s mean speed of about 113 knots, 
or half a knot above the contract speed, was 
attained. 


MESSRS. RAPHAEL TUCK 
AND SONS’ CHRISTMAS 
CARDS. 














———__. 
As surely as Christmas comes round, and 
it seems to come round now with surprising 
rapidity, so surely do we receive from 
Messrs. Raphael Tuck and Sons a box of 
the beautiful Christmas and New Year 
Cards whose manufacture has made their 
name a household word wherever on the 
globe the festive season is celebrated by 
English-speaking people. The first thought 
as one looks over the contents of the box 
they send—to adequately examine them 
would be a work of hours—is 
expanso that the simple words 
mas Card” cover, “the simple, unassum- 
ing, and withal world-conquering Christmas 
Card.” ‘The institution itself had its origin 
in tho reign of Queen Victoria, and the 
marvellous extension of the happy custom 
of sending them is, Messrs. Raphael Tuck 
& Sous teil us, to be largely ascribed to 
«Her Majesty's keen discernment of their 
fat-reaching influence for good, evidenced 
as this has been by her prompt recognition 
and gracious patronage,” and this has led 
Messrs. Tuck to christen this year’s issue 
“The Reign of Good-will.” Cards, calen- 
dars, booklets, juvenile gift books, toy- 
books, and texts aro all included ‘under 
the lieading of cards; and in the produc- 
tion of them all Messrs. Raphael Tuck & 
Sons exhibit a tastefulncss and a deter- 
mination to send out nothing that shall not 
be among the best of its kind that hare 
mado them deserve the renown that they 
have gained. There are none more delight- 
ful to the lover of art than the so-called 
“platino panels,” which are unsurpassable 
in design and in delicacy of execution, and 
of which i 
merit permanent preservation in a fra 
‘The catds themselves show an int 
variety, the floral ones being especially 
noticeable, while many will most admire 
tho antique ones. ‘There are simple cards 
and elaborate folding cards, embossed and 
perforated cards, with messages of greeting 
or with charming verses ; the calendars are 
8s varied and beautiful as ever, and the toy 
‘books are an unfailing delight'to children. 
In a word, it is impossible to do justice to 
them in so brief a notice ; but everybod: 
‘knows that if he buys one of Raphael Tucl 
& Sons’ cards, he is getting the best that 
British art eau produce. 
‘are warranted 


CLARKE'S B41 PILLS t2° vere. in 


either sex, all acquired or constitutional 
Diccharges from the Uriuary Organs, Gravel, 
and Pains in the back. Free from Mercury. 
Established upwards of 30 years. In boxes 
4s, Gd. cach, of all Chemists and Patent 
Medicine Vendors throughout the World- 
Proprietors, The Lincoln ond Midlend 

ties Drug Company, Lincoln, England. 


























there is not one that does not | C! 








GALLANT RESCUE AT SEA. 


‘Tae Prosper, Captain Thorstensen, from 
Karatsu, reports having experienced stron; 
N.W. winds, with hare squalls, all throu 


the passage,’ At 10am, on Friday she pas. | Ostasatscher 
‘0.3 “World-paper” to be able to wiro, its 


ed Amherst Rock, and shortly aiter 
lot cutter signalled her to stop and take on 
some shipwrecked people. The vessel 
was accordingly stopped and six men taken 
on |. These men were part of the crew 
of 22 of a junk bound from Newchwang 
to Shanghai, which was wrecked on the 
ae Rocks at 5.30 a.m. that day. 
When passing the Tungsha lightship the 
Prosper sighted the wreck floating bottom 
up about two miles N. of the light-vessel, 
with a number of men on the bottom and 
the sea washing over them. The ship 
immediately bore down to their assistance, 
and with considerable difficulty and some 
amount of danger, owing to the shoal water 
and heavy sea, got close to the wreck and 
Isunched one of the lifeboats, manned 
by the second officer, two engineers, 
and the boatswain, which succeeded in 
taking off nine of the men, who were 
all in an extremely exhausted state. 
‘Two men, who had gone mad with the 
privation and exposure, were left on the 
wreck, though every possible effort was 
made to save them. The survivors report- 
ed that seven men were washed off the 
junk’s bottom and drowned that morning, 
‘among whom were the master, mate, an 
native doctor who had taken passage in 
the junk. The men were sent to the junk’s 
agent on arriving at Shanghai. The wrec 
was drifting seaward, and is considered a 
danger to navigation. 

Captain Thorstensen and his officers 
deserve every commendation for the manner 
in which the rescue of these unfortunate 
men was carried out in the face of the 
difficulties and danger attendant, and it 
is a matter for sincere regret to ‘all these 








to be called to account for his telegraphic 
heartoutpourings. Tn any, cas his action 
led to a breach in telegraphic communica- 
tion which lasted over a week but}which, 
although it disturbed our official traffic, 
did little harm to us personally, as tho 

i Loyd is. hardly yet the 


correspondence to its subscribers, even had 
we the necessary permission to use the 
wire. Consequently we must beg our 
readers to have patience for a time which 
will happily not be long. We have to 
thank the Telegraph Administration for. 
sending a fresh clerk and so restoring com- 
municatior 
Otherwise peace and quiet reign absolute- 
ly. The detachment of 500 marines and 
sailors sent to Chimo has been withdrawn, 
now that all the Chinese troops have left 
the neighbourhood. “It was a bitter, cold 
day, the thermometer at 19 F., and a north- 
west gale blowing, as the men marched 
back in high spirits singing their soldier 
songs (the wind was at their backs) with 
a high colour from the wind and sun, And 
why should they not look healthy? Is it 
not the home climate, in which we are 
living? Rice and bananas grow here no 
more than they do at home; and our 
peasants would soon learn to accommodate 
themselves to the mosquitoes. and tho 
somewhat higher summer temperature. 
What a pity that this fine country is already 
fally occupied by the children of the 
yellow race and that they cannot be driven 
out or exterminated with the aid of powder 
and alchohol like the aborigines of Africa, 
‘Australis, and Polynesia. But of the 
Chinese, with life aud reproductive powers 
equal to our own and so few wants, no 
idea of displacement is entertainable. Un- 
der these circumstances, never will Chit 
offer a field for colonisation, to the surplus 
population of Europe. And yet here, too, 
we have what cannot withstand Western 
civilisation with its strange disintegrating 














gentlemen that they wero compelled to 
Jeave without saving the two men who had 
me mad, but as. the Prosper was in only 
four fathoms of water and the sea was 
running so high as to make the position 
a highly dangerous one to the ship and 
boat's crew, Captain Thorstensen very 
roperly, though reluctantly, recalled his 
and left the poor creatures to their 
fate. After the Prosper left the wreck 
a Ningpo junk was seen steering towards 
it, so that there is some hope that the men 
were eventually saved. 





NEWS FROM KIAOCHOU. 


ge, 
(Translated from Ver Ostasiatischer Loyd.) | 


Assign that, notwithstanding our military 
occupation of the bay of Kiaochou, the 
friendly relations between Germany. and 
China have not been broken off, is visible 
in the non-interruption of telegraphic com- 
munication between the new German 
stations of Kiaochou and Tsingtao and the 
outside world. It is evident that the 

nese government as well as our own, is 
earnestly striving for a peaceful solution of 
the present difficulty. In Tsingtao the 
little Chinese employee of the administra- 
tion retains his post, clad in his elegant 

tired gown ; but his pedanti reticent 

javiour compares very unfavourably with 
that of the sailors and non-commissioned 
officers—telegeaphie experts—who have 
been adjoined to him. Unfortunately, at 
the Kisochou station, the next on the line 
from this, a like arrangement of the 
telegraph-office was not practicable : there 
the “Chinese telegraph clerk concluded 
to do politics on his own account and 
abandoned his post in an access of Gor- 
manophobia, to which he gave expression 














in a telegram sent in English to ‘Tsingtao 
in language not fit to be repeated. Accord 
ing to another story, he took French leave 
upon the approach of the Germans, fearing 


influences ; its Christianity and love of 
one’s neighbour on the one hand ; on the 
other, the reckless selfishness and indivi- 
dualism of our European industrialism- 
‘both backed by modern war method: 
and this is the ancient empire of Chin 
It is a hopeless invalid, whose decease is 
only a question of time. By the help of that 
Western civilisation which has destroyed 
it must the Chineso empire bo again restor- 
ed. In this work of the coming century 
wo shall now take our part starting from 
Kiaochou. From this point of vantage we 
shall he in a position to support a modern 
Chinese government with word and deed, 
as well as to watch over the safety of our 
missionaries in the interior of China and 
to push the extension of our trade. 
The English cruiser Undaunted which 
wut in an appearance here on the 9th of 
jecember, left us again on the Lith. Bo- 
fore the small English man-of-war, the 
Algerine, our old friend from Shanghi 
had arrived and is still here. There ia 
rumour that English men-of-war are di 
playing great activity in the Gulf of Pechil 
‘ou will be better informed as to their 
movements in Shanghai than we here. Is 
it possible that, owing to ouc action here, 
England has been excited to a more 
active policy in China? Are complica-. 
tions between England and Russia 
threatening in regard to Corea? Such 
ate the indications in.the news brought 
by the German steamer Swatow  yes- 
terday. The arrival of a steamer is an 
event in this remmte, newspaper-void, Bay 
of Kiaoc So far only the German 


















shou. 
steamers chartered by the Admiral of the: 
squadron come to this port. English 
stesmers are said to have. refused to call 
in here because, according to treaty,.they 
render themselves liable to confiscation by 
calling at a non-open port. But the Ger- 
man steamers by no means limit. them- 
selves to the. conveyance of letters and 
dispatches. . The Loongmoon, which has 

je several voyages between this and 
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Shanghai, has brought—besides fresh and 
reserved provisions in large quant 
Bambers cf ponies, timber for, building, 
stoves, beds, and other furniture. The Loyal 
came in from Hongkong with coal recent- 
ly. ‘To-day I noticed on the landing jetty 
the cargo being landed from the steamer 
‘Stontow, doors and windows made in Shang- 
hai: chairs and tables: sentry boxes to 
protect our sentries from wind and wea- 
ther, and which will be shortly painted with 
the ‘German colours,—black, white, red: 
street-lanterns for our roads and barrack 
rds, huge kettles, great loads for tl 
Jopét, and numberless other things which 
point to the fact that we intend to install 
ourselves both in comfortable and military 
shape. And- wandering through: the old 
Chinese camps, in which our brave blue- 
jackets are now housed, one sees the men 
all. busily at work planking the floors 
and fitting doors and windows into 
their places. The yamén in Tsingtao—that 
magnificent range of buildings formerly 
occupied by the Chinese general in com 
mand—is now being fitted out for dwellings 
for our own Head Command and the higher 
officers. From the landing place to tho 
magazine go trains of coolies and small 
Chinese carts, drawn bya mule or pony, 
laden with stores for the different cam 
and returning empty. ‘he country people 
move about them pursuing their ordinary 
occupations. Now we come across one of 
our well-known Shanghai wheelborrows 
with the guest sitting on one side and her 
luggage on the other side of the wheel. 
Tt is a rather suspicious-looking small- 
footed beauty, decorated with white powder 
and deep rouge. What'ia she doing here? 
Has she come from the interior of the 
country to visit a relation or has sho be 
imported by some speculative Chinese 
order here, like Eve, to undermine the 
morals of our hardy warriora? Here 
decidedly more innocent picture, 
led by 8 countryman, out of 

































10 
astonished eyes upon the Red 
Bor OF course there is here no ques- 
tion of the abusive Isnguage so freely 
bestowed on the European in China—often 
with the accompaniment of stonos, filth, 
and clods of earth,—not even in the inter- 
jor of the occupied territory. You may 
wander alone or ride through the sur- 
rounding vill id you will be absolute- 
ly unmolested: indeed around Tsingta> 
you mostly got a friendly salute copied 
from our military sslute. May it ever bo 
thus 

‘When tho wind blows strong. from the 
North, a walk through the country or even 
stroll through the streets of our little town 
of Tsingtao, does not afford much enjoy- 
mont ; walking against it, the wind fairly 
takes away one’s breath and one does weil 
to cover up the ears. Then on the broad 
waters which look so pleasing from afar 
white combers rise up, unpleasant enough 
when one is close 2 them and which, 
though they leave our stately men-of-war 
undisturbed, play havoc with the small 
steam-launches and the drafts of men 
ing landed from them at the pile jetty. 
But, when the stiff breeze drops, and the 
sea ia once more like a mirror, and 
the sun warms up the landscape once 
more, then we gladly set out on 
walk’ over hill and-dale. The vario 
hill ranges lie right across our direction 
and close to us. Some dozen higher and 
lower peaks project from the range, some 
crowned’ by most. marvellously-shaped 
rocks. ‘The highest peak, as already 
‘atated, barely exceeds 160 metres. Paths 
Tead over the low passes uniting the vil- 
Jages which nestle in the valley bottoms. 
‘The hard, rocky, and frozen paths are bad 
for our-ponies, but at times we come upon 
the sandy beds of watercourses where we 
can gallop our animals. Most picturesque 
are tho ravines winding upwards between 
cocky walls as they are cut deep into the 






























earth the broken rock material lends it- 
self to most fantastic shapes. We have 
before us a model of the earth's evolution 
ander the action of wind and water. 

‘The sportsman, too, need not wander in 
vain over these fields and mountains. Our 
old German friend, the hare, is seen 
everywhere fleeing from the approaching 
stranger. The Chinese seem to have left 
him alone formerly, not caring much for 
game.” But now that buyers for the dainty 
Toast are steadily to be found in Tsingtao, 
the Chinese are pursuing it with great 
energy, driving them into nets, as, for- 
tunately, they do not possess fire-arms. 
‘This will soon make an end of the hares in 
this neighbourhood and when our German 
forester arrives on the spot, there will be 
little for him to do; for it will be long 
before it will be possible to put in force 
game laws against the Chinese. Pheasants 
are also said to exist but I have so far seen 
none. On the other hand, huge flocks of 
wild geese are to be seen a8 also the heron, 
a large handsome grey bird; one sees 
dozens of these beautiful animals in their 
long line of flight: it seems to take the 

jlace of the stork with us and, to judge 
by tho appearance of the Chinese houses, 
he here fulfils his delicate office far better 
than does his long-legged brother in the 
old home. 


‘Tsingtao, 13th December. 





ALARMING ATTACK ON 
HAIPHONG, 


ONE EOROPRAN KILLED AND MUTILATED. 

Information was received yesterday morn- 
ing by the steamer Mathilde of a most 
outrageous attack on Haiphong by between 
four and five hundred bandits. Only 
rather meagre details have as yet reached 
Hongkong, as the attack was not mad 
until the 15th inst., a few hours before 
Mathilde left the port. This 
rtain, thats number of resi 
fire to, and Mr. E. Gauthier, a book- 
keeper in the employ of Mesars. A. R. 
Marty, was killed in a most ruffianly man- 
ner and afterwards his body was terribly 
mutilated. ‘The gang landed in four separate 
parte of the town and at once proceeded 
to set fire to a large number of houses, 
which were completely destroyed. . 
Gauthier was killed by a Blow with « 
coupe-coupe, which is an Annamite sword, 
ard not content with merely taking away 
his life the murderous gang cut off his 
nose and left ear, hacked his arms and 
legs, and also struck his lifeless body with 
a pick-axe. The scene of this brutal 

















murder was, as may be imsgined, most } flagrat 


sickening. In various of the town 
there are ugly traces of ork of the 
incondiariata, the _ ng to the 
cometery simply a mass of burn 
ruins. ‘The funeral of Me. Gauthier was 
to have taken place on the 17th instant. 
Precise information as to the exact motives 
of the gang and of how the attack was 

juelled has not yet come to hand.—Hong- 

ig Daily Press, 21st December. 














“For tae Bioopis tar Lre."—If the | hy 


blood is Inden with impurities it spreads 
disease as it circulates through the organs of 
the human body—Lungs, Heart, Stomach, 
Kidneys, Bra Clarke's World-famed 
is warranted to cleanse 
blood from all impurities from whatever cause 
arising. For Scrofala, Scurvy, Eczema, Bad 
Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, and 
Sores of all kinds its effects are marvellous. 
Thousands of wonderful cures have been 
effected by it. Sold everywhere at 9s, 9d. 
Beware ‘of worthless imitations and sub- 
atitates. 2 - 








|THE NEW SIGNAL SERVICE. 


-—+—_ 

In view of tie new typhoon and storm 
warning service on the coast of China which 
will be inaugurated on the Ist of January, 
1898, the attention lipmasters is invited 
to the following point 

(1).—Sicawei Observatory has drawn up 
for this servicea new code of signals, copies 
of which have eg will oe ie 
toshipmasters. Flags for making signals 
will be used from the Taiecnstonal and 
Marryat Codes. 

(2).—The stations will use the new code 
immediately, which will take effect at 
Shanghai, Chefoo, and Foochow. 

The following particulars must be 
noted. The signals will be displayed at 
Shanghai as usual at the Semaphore 
Station, only the flags now in uso will be 
replaced by the new International and 
Marryat Codes. At Chefoo (1) the signals 
will be displayed at the Signal Station and 
toa large vessel which has to anchor 3 or 
4 miles off a black ball will be hoisted at 
masthead in addition to the letter 
G,” when a gale is expected at Chefoo, 
80 as to make the signal clear, so to 
speak. (2) The weather telegrams will be 

ited outside the Harbour Master's 
fice. (3) The signals will be displayed 
for 30 minutes and if first hoisted in the 
early morning may be repeated in the after- 
"ia Foochow it is proposed to fy f 
in Foochow it is pro, iy from 
Pagoda Anchorage Customs’ flagstaif each 
weather signal, as soon as received, for an 
indefinite time until vessels have thoroughly, 

t into the habit of looking out for the 
Kogsta, and afterwards the signals will be 
shown for half-an-hour only. If the tele- 

cams come after dark, the substance will 

¢ communicated by boat to the steamors 
leaving before the signals can be displayed 
on the following morning. 

General.—Typhoon and storm warnings ~ 
will soon be extended to the other Treaty 
ports on the Coast and due notice will bo 
issued to mariners as soon as particulars 
concerning the practice that will be followed 
at each station shall have been received. 

















GREAT FIRE IN LONDON. 
eo 

ENORMOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY. 

What is described as the biggest fire in 
London since that of 1668 broko out yea- 
terday afternoon in the heart of the City, 
and taxed the efforts of the Metropolitan 
Brigade to their utmost extent, every 
available engine and man being brought 
into requisition. The scene of the con- 
tion was 8 number of thoroughfares 
flanking Aldersgate-street to the north of 
the General Post Office, and it is belioved 
to “have originated in Messrs. Waller, 
Brown, and Co,'s premises, Hamsoll-street. 





An alarm was raised about 1 o'clock, and 
fan engine quickly arrived from Whitecross- 
street Station, which is close by ; but the 
fire spread ‘with remarkable rapidity, 
the building being enveloped in flames 
in a very short space of time, Mean- 
while assistance was summoned by 
telephone, and engines, manuals, and 
escapes ‘were despatched from the 

uarters in Southwark-bridge-road, 
Clerkenwell, Watling-street, Scotland-yard, 
Holborn, Whitechapel, Bishopsgate, Shore- 
ditch, Great Marlborough-street, and other 
more distant stations. Despite the great 
volume of water poured on the premises 
of Messrs, Wallor, Brown, and Co. the 
building was completely gutted, and the 
fire, extending on all sides and crossing 
the thoroughfare, caught other premises, 
Messrs. Waller, Brown & Co., who are 
mantle manufacturers, employ a number of 
young people, and when the fire—which is 
Jated to have been the result of gaa 
explosion—occurred, the girls, in a atate of 
great excitement, made their -way to the 
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roof, from which they crossed to an adjoin- 
ing, ‘building, .and thus escaped. It was 
not long. before- practically the whole of 
‘Hamsell-street was involved, and, notwith- 
standing the hard work of the firemen, the 
flames gradually erept along into Jewin 
Crescent, Jewin-street, Wells-street, and 


Redeross-street. 

By 2 o'clock the: conflagration had as- 
sumed vast dimensions, and owing to the 
narrowness of the thoroughfares and the 
height of ‘the warehouses, which for- the 
most part contained fancy goods, silks, 
stationery, and other light materials, the 
work of the firemen was rendered difficult 
anddangerous, In Jewin Crescent a num- 
ber of firemon worked almost up to their 
knees in water, sud were handicapped in 
their movements by large quantities of 
masonry which fell into the roadway from 
the rained premises. As the fire showed 
no signs of being subdued, more engines 
were telephoned for, and the brigade's vans. 
were- continually: employed in- bringing 
fuel ‘from various: stations for the steam 
engines’ which were playing on the 
flames. Thousands ‘of: persons assembled 
at various’ pointe to witness the pro- 
gress of the conflagration, but. order 
waa’ well maintained: by the City police. 
Traffic. through Aldersgate-street was 
suspended. Commander Wells, the chief 
of the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, super- 
intended the operations. As time went 
on, and there appeared to be no prospect: 
of the flames -being checked, still more, 
engines were called, and at 5'clock nearly. 
50 steamers were at work. At about this. 
hour the Redcross-street end of Jewin- 
street presented the appearance of a huge 
furnace, while of the lofty premises: which 
had already been. burned out nothing re- 
mained to fall. At this stage the labours: 
of the firomen became extremely hazardous, 
aud great caution had‘ to be exercised. 
Tons of water were being poured from the 
roofs of houses and from fire-escapes, while 
‘a number of men: were engaged in’ doing 
what they could to prevent'the flames from 
extending to other property. In these. 
efforts they were unsuccessful, building 
after building being involved, until Jewin- 
Crescent, Jewin-street, Wells-street, Red- 
crosa-street,, Hamsell-street, and Edmund- 
street had all contributed to the destruction. 

‘Owing to the miagnitude of the disaster, 
it is impossible at: present to give an exact: 
estimate of the number of buildings which 
were burned,, but it is believed that 
when the report. of . Commander: Wells. 
can be issued, it will be found that nearly,| 
a handrod warehouses have been more.or 
leas seriously damaged. During: the pro- 
[ona the fire the: ancient. church of St. 

iles,. Cripplegate, narrowly escaped: de- 
struction. ‘The edifice is situated, at: the 
rear. of the Faloon: Works, and: is only, 
separated from. that building by. a smali 
plot of ground.. While the fire: was-burn- 
ing at these Works. sparks fell. upon the 
roof of the church, and quickly,ignited the, 
ock rafters. As soon as this fresh outbreak 
, Was discovered, the Fire. Brigade made 
special efforts to save the church. Happily; 
they were successful, but not before alates 
portion of the roof had been demolished 
and a valuable stained glass. window in the 
west-end. of the, building damaged. The 
front and Milton's monument also suffered. 
‘he.majority of the buildings: which were 
barned contained, among other. articles, 
silks, millinery, ornaments, boots, dress- 
ing cases, bags, photographie apparatus, 
fancy stationery, ostrich. feathers, gloves, 
waterproofs, umbrellas, tobacco: ponches, 
neckties, and. woollen’. goods. Hundreds 
of young girls were employed in these 
different establishments, and they are 











now thrown out of employment. At 6| in 


o'clock, although the fire.was still raging 
there was eyery reason; to belieye that it 
had-besn: checked, bnt.even. at, that hour 
danger of; further, development .had, not 
passed,away,.and. the firemen. continued to 
work very hard in tho effort to save ad- 


joining property. It is impossible to state 
the amount of damage, but itis suggested | 
that it may reach £2,000,000. 


‘Some of the oldest experts in fire brigade |- 


work declare that they never saw such j 
an extraordinary fire. It appeared as if 
there were at least half a dozen separate 
outbreaks in. progress, and every one ab- 
normal in size. Jewin-Crescent was.a mass | 
of fire, and tons of brickwork and:masonry 
were falling every few minutes. In Wells- 
street, at 3 o'clock, a: huge: five-floor- 
ed warehouse, running along Wells-street 
in one direction and Jewin-street in another, 
was enveloped in flames from top to bottom, | 
and the fire was extending every moment | 
to the buildings on the other side of 
Wells-street. In Jewin-street:a startling 
incident occurred: in the course of the 
afternoon. Some. firemen were. pouring | 
water-on the fire raging in Bradford-avenue 
when there was a sudden and terrific burst 
of flames. It was seen in a moment by the 
thousands. of onlookers that the floors.un- | 
derneath the firemen. were burning, andj 
escape seemed well nigh impossible. A | 
scene of extraordinary excitement followed, | 
and amidst tumultuous cheering from the | 
crowd Engineer Riddle and: Fireman'| 
Westhrop, who had been burned and half- 
suffocated, managed to slide safely down, 
the escape which had. been pitched: for, 








them. 

‘The Fire Bridge officials were able lates 
last night, to circulate the following offical 
me “Stop for Wells-street, City. 
Te has been a, largo number of warehouses, 
of five and six floors, and the contents 
burnt out and partly fallen down, and) 
several other damages, covering an area, 
of about 200 by 160 yards, bounded: by, 
Nicholl-square, Bradford-avenue, Austra- 








lisn-avenue, Rederose-street, and Ball- 
alley. Four hydrants and 44 steamers at 
work.” 


Another account. states that a marked: 
feature of. the conflagration was the extra-, 
ordinary rapidity with which it extended 
from ope building to another, a firm hold: 
having been obtained by it even before the; 
firemen could get to work. Notwithstand.-. 
ing all their exertions a very extensive area, 
was. affected, the outbreak embracing, 
Edmund-place, Jewin-crescent; Australian- 
avenue, Paul's alley, Bradford-avenue, 
Red-cross-street, the ‘adjoining part of. 
Fore-street, Cripplegate-churchyard, Wood- 
street-square, Monkwell-street, Nicholl- 
square,.and Maidenhead-court. 

‘The premises extending from No. 19 and‘ 
No. 11, Hamsell-street, on the east and! 
west sides to Jewin-street, and on both 
sides of Wells-street, in a line with No. 11. 
Howsell-street, were burnt out, as, wera 
also the premises fromthe south-east end: 
to the north-west end of Jewin-Crescent. 
The. same. fate befell the buildings on the 
south side of Jewin-street, from Red-cross- 
street. to. Edmund-place, as well as.thosa 
in Kdmund-place abutting on to Hamsell- 
street, All, the other. premises within the 
extensive area. attacked were more.or less 
damaged: by fire and water. The building 
adjoining St, Giles’s-churchyard,, Cripple- 
gate, were destroyed, and the church was 
also damaged. 

‘Altogether over 100 warehouses wero; 
affected, the businesses carried on in them. 
including those of mantle manufacturers, 
shirt, collar, tie, and brace makers, and 
ostrich feather dealers. At one time fears. 
were entertained as to the safety of Bar- 
bers’-hall in Monkwell-street, and the cele-. 
brated Holbein picture was removed from 











the hall until the danger was past, when it | party 


was replaced. Between 3 and 4 o'clock the 
Fire Brigade authorities realised the futility, 
of further attempting to save those build: 
‘on which the fire hed obtained a firm 
hold, and efforts were thereafter directed 
to preventing the: further extension of the 
conflagration. There was an abundant sup; 
ply of water, and about 7 o'clock the efforts 





of the firemen, who worked amid much 
pevil, were rewanded, it being then felt that 


‘the outbreak was well under control, and, 
indeed, the risk of its extending to other 
buildings was at an-end. 
Soon after the fire began‘ a staff: of men 
arrived from the Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany’ district offices to render assistance 
ay cutting off the gas, but in this.aim they 
were.unsuccessful, not being able, in fact, 
to set to work effectually.in consequence,of 
ling débris, from which, it may be added, 
the. firemen and police and all whose duty 
itwas to be on the.scene. were constantly 
in imminent danger. When darkness set 
ina somewhat weird appearance was pre- 
sented by great volumes of flames rising 
from the earth in several places, and it was 
then felt that it was.not perhaps an. un- 
mixed evil that the gas had not been cut 
off, the operations of tho firemen being 
certainly facilitated by the light-which was 
thus obtained. 

During the afternoon and evening several 
inquiries were made on tho part of in- 
surance companies respecting the progress 
of the. fire, and some anxisty was ex- 
perienced by the telephone company,.who 

many of their. wires. destroyed. "Vast 
crowds—many. persons of both sexes arriy- 
ing on bicycles—visited the scene of the 
fire, and it required: all the efforts of the 
police to keep them from running into 
danger. The services of the, ambulance 
corps were fortunately not called into.much 
requisition, two firemen alone. being. re- 
ported up to alate hour as having sustained 
injuries in the course of their duties. 

e ey is variously, estimated 
at from £1,000,000 to £2,000,000, but all 
such calculations are ‘little better. than 
speculations. It is cortainly. accurate to 
say that the loss will be enormous. 

At an early hour this morning the 
fire was still burning.—The Times, 20th 
November. 








MR.SAVAGE LANDOR'S HARD- 
SHIPS IN TIB! 


ag 
Bombay, 23rd November, 

Bir. Savage Landor; hus arrived in Bom- 
bay.from Almora, where he has been rest- 
ing since his return from Tibet, and is now 
staying at the residence of Mr. J. N. Tata, 
He leaves, by. the.Peninswlar on Saturday 
for England: Considering the remarkable 
suffering through’ which he. passed, “Mr. 
Landor does not present very marked in 
dications of his terrible experiences at first 
sight. He finds some difficulty in walking, 
the bridge of his nosebears slight scars where 
the instruments used in the hot iron.torture 
left sharks, but-in reality the inhuman treat- 
ment he received at the hands of Tibetans 
produced, effects: which there is.only, too 
much reason; to fear may, prove. lasting. 
‘The sight of the left eye for the, present is 
most entirely. gone. The most serious 
injury is that sustained by the spine, which, 
so far, shows little sign of improvement, 
in spite of the long rest at Almora, Mr, 
Landor is still hopeful by aid of the medical 
skill which will be available when he reaches 
England that he may be restored to some 
degree of health, but can at best only look 
forward to regaining his former vigour in a 
partial measure, and.his present condition 

gives his friends no little anxiety. 
Considering the, duration and. intensity 
of his: suffering it is marvellous he should 
have recovered: as,much as he has, done 
already. A. photograph taken as soon, as 
he was rescued from the Tibetans by a 
sent to his aid by the Govern- 
ment of India tells more. clearly than any 
words can do the extent to which he 
was. tried. ‘The portrait looks like that 
of an old man of-sixty ; the face is haggard 
and drawn and, scored by deep lines and 
the marks of the burns can. be traced far 
more clearly than now. - His experience on 
the. stretching log, on which he. was.placed 
for twenty-four. hours without relief, alone 
would be’ sufficient to put an end to the 
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existence: of most’ men. . As it:was it has | - 


dangerously. injured his spine and left 
sears‘ on’ his hands’ and’ ankles which 
he will probably never lose. He as- 
cribes. his..survival of this. particular 
cruelty. to the ' exceptional suppleness 
of his frame which.enabled him to live 
through torture which generally proves 
fatal. But this was’ hardly the worst of 
his experiences, for. he was twice taken 
to, the. execution ground and. compelled 
to-endure the agony of momentarily 
expecting decapitation, Semi-starvation, 
too, formed a feature of his trials, for 
his captors only fed him once in three days, 
and-Uhroughout his journey. his.supply of 
Provisions was extremely scanty: Extremes 
of heat and cold tried him severely,,for the 
‘Tibetans léft him with nothirig to wear but 
a few mag ed ‘garments wholly: insufficient 
to shield him from - the- rigours. of: the 
climate. Mr. Landor, being-under a pledge 
to give the London Daily Mail the beneiit 
of the first detailed account of his adven- 
tures, is naturally unable to inake public 
at present the story of his journey. 

Enckily enough a series of unique photo- 
graphs .was saved, and, a number of maps 
fnd-redordé of surveys which when. pub- 
lished will add much to our knowledge of 
a portion of Southern Tibet which hither- 
to has been a terra incognita. 

‘With the exception: that. he failed to 
penetrate Lhassa, Mr. Landorhas practically 
‘accomplished all he set himself to do when 
he started on his perilous enterprise. He 
traversed’ region hitherto untrodden by 
white men. All previous explorers who 
entered ‘Tibet from India have- gone 
either by the way of Leh or Darjee- 
ling. Mr, Landor, in selecting the Almora 
route, chose to enter the country in an 
entirely new direction. Mr. Landor wishes 
the public to suspend indgment ‘upon his 
remarkable story until the whole of the 
facts are made kn He did not enter 
"Tibet. with any desire to seek notoriety, 
but wont purely in the interests of 
geographical research, and his capture and 
subsequent ill-treatment were simply sensa- 
tional incidents of his wanderings which 
could not well have been foreseen. The 
Government of India were acquainted-with 
is fore he started and. in- 
dependent: enquiries since. made by the 
Government officials on the borders of 
‘Tibet amply substantiate the truth of his 
story as to his ill-treatment. 

‘The Lioutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces has fully investigated 
‘matters and satisfied himself as to the abso- 
lute correctness of Mr. Landor’s statement, 
‘The Almora officials hurried across the pass 
to rescue him from the Tibetans who were 
escorting him from his place of- imprison- 
ment to tho frontier and who showed a 

eat disinclination to give him up at all. 
Foy brought him supplies of restoratives 
and warm clothing and arrived just when he 
‘was beginning to despair of pulling through. 
—Rangoon te. 























Holloway's Pills, Good: Digestion. —Hol- 
loway's Pills are universally acknowledged to 
be the safest, speediest, and best corrective 
for indigestion; loss of appetite, acidity, 
flatulency, and nausea are a few of the 
inconveniences which are remedied with ease 
by these purifying Pills. Taey strike at the 





‘root of all abdominal ailments, they ex: in 
the stomach a proper secretion of gastric juice 
and regalate the action of the liver, promot- 
ing in that organ a copious supply of pure, 
wholesome bile, so necessary for digestion. 
‘These Pills remove all distention and obstruc, 
tion, and from their harmless compo-ition are 
deculiarly well adapted for delicate persons 
and young children; whilst casting oat 
impurities these excellent Pills strengthen the 
system and give muscular tone. 52 








Saw Reports. 








ILB.M’s CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 
Shanghai, 29th December. 


Before Si.N. J. Hasves, 
Chief Justice. 
Gariarp Jeuse v. P, & 0. 8. N. Co. 





This was a claim for $17.50 for short 
and damaged cargo ex Manila. 

After hearing evidence for the plaintiff, 
His Lordship adjourned the hearing'for 
week, for the production of invoices. 





Yu Tar v. Benner. 


This was a claim against M. E. Bennett 
for $71.15, for clothing supplied during the 
current year. 

Defendant admitted owing $66.15 and 
plaintiff agreeing to accept that sum in 
settlement of the claim, His Lordship gave 
judgment for $66.15, and costs. 





H.B.M’s POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 29th December. 
Before H. E. Futroro, Esq., 
Police Magistrate. 


R. v. Games. 


Richard Gamble was charged with at- 
tempting to commit suicide by jumping off 
the Garden Bridge into the river on the 
16th inst, 

Prisoner said he remembered nothing 
about it. 

Police Constable Konsberg said he was 
on duty in Broadway on the 16th inst. and 
saw a number of people on the Garden 
Bridge, looking into the water. Witness 
ran on to the bridge and saw. the prisoner 
in the water. A. nutive boat was. coming 
up, and, witness hailed her. ‘The junk’s 
people got hold of: the. prisoner. as. he was 

jing. Witness went down. the Garden 
foreshore and hauled prisoner. ashore. 
Witness first took him to’ the station and 
then to the hospital. When witness.took 
him ashore he said several times; ‘* Let me 
stop here ; let me die.” Prisoner. did, not 
appear to be drunk. 

Inspector Bourke said ‘that. prisoner had 
been detained at the hospital until Monday, 
when it having come to his knowledge that 
he was to be charged, he made good his 
escape. He was arrested. on. Tuesday in 
Broadway, and was then under the influence 
of drink. 

His Worship remanded him in custody 
fora week, in order that ‘further enquiries 
might be made. 














U.S. CONSULAR COURT.. 


Shanghai, 4th December. 
Before Jon Goovxow, Esq., Consul- 
Generab and Messrs.’ C. 
A. W. Dasronti, Assessrs. 


Sueno Suro ». Woopwarp. 


This wasa claim by the Sheng Shing 
Hong against. A. Woodward, trading in 
Shanghai under the name of Woodward 
Bros. & Co., and representing A. ‘T. Wood- 
ward & Co., of Kobe, for Ts. 2,374.16, 
balance due.on a sale of cotton. Plaintiffs 
were represented by Mr. H: P. Wilkinson, 
defendant conducting his own case. 

‘The evidence showed that on the Ist of 
Tuly last they sold to defendants 1,000piculs 
of-cotton. They delivered half the quantity 














. Besyerr | 


i 


i 





and a cheque for Tis. 6,000 was received in 
‘payment. The balance; Ts. 2,374.18, was, 
however, still unpaid, and this was the 
amount for which plaintifis. were, sueing. 
‘Thecheque was dishonoured, and defendant 
gave another in its place, dated July 26th, 
plaintiffs guarantecing that if this cheque 
were paid, they would deliver the remain- 
ing 500 piculs of cotton. Defendant was 
under’ the impression that the delivery of 
the remaining 500 piculs was not dependent 
upon the payment of the cheque, and his 
intention was to hold the Tis,. 2,374.16 as » 
guarantee for the delivery. No further 
consigment of cotton was delivered, and on 
the 26th of July, npon presentation-of the 
cheque which defendants had tendered, 
payment was refused. ‘The first 500 piculs 
of cotton had in the meantime. gone on to 
Kobe, and the circumstances of the case 
being’ brought to the notice of Mr. Jernigan, 
he telegraphed the U.S. Vice-Consul at 
Kobe to seize the cotton, which was done. 


Defendant set up in defence that. the 
original contract specified a time within 
which the cotton was to be delivered. This 
condition had not been complied witb, and 
the cotton had not been delivered within 
the specified time. Defendant's firm in 
Kobe were fined 18,000 yen by the Japanese 
anthorities for failure to deliver the cotton 
to.other parties within the specified, time. 
The contract with the complainants had 
been made in Chinese and as translated to 
defendant by his compradore a. specitied 
time was mentioned. ‘The compradore may 
have misrepresented the contents of the 
agreement. 


Plaintiffs denied the existence of a speci- 
fied time in the agreement. ‘There was. no 
written agreement. 


His Honour reserved judgment. 


29th December. 
Upon the Court assembling 


His Honour, suggested that the defend- 
ant should pay to the plaintiff two-thirds of 
the amount claimed in settlement of the 
case, and that he should nd. that 
the money should be pai in’ thirty 
days. 

Defendant said he could not at once get 
guarantors. 

His Honour suggested that the parties 
should then retire in order that. they 
might come to some arrangement os to 
the nature of the bond. 

-Mr. Wilkinson and the defendant then 
left the Court. On returning the learned 
Counsel said he had suggested that the 
Court should agree to adjourn the hearing 
of the case until 2 p.m. that day, and that 
if defendant could prove such sureties as 
would be acceptable then. the proceedings 
should terminate on the conditions suggest- 
od by his Honour, if not the case should 
goon. On that basis, if the proper sure- 
ties were provided for the payment’ of 
two-thids-within a month, the plaintiffs 
would take that in satisfaction for their 
claims and as judgment. 

‘The court then adjourned. 








wi 








Upon resuming at two o'dlock, Mr. 
Wilkinson said he had had a consultation 
with the defendant, and was prepared to 
take the money that was in Court in 
immediate payment and a bond for the 
balance, two-thirds of the claim. If the 
balance’ were paid there would be- no 
farther proceedings, 7, 
Defendant expressed his approval of this 
proposal, and the Court adjourned till two 
o'clock ‘on the following day for the. 
production of the bond by defendant, 


30th December. 
this case, jadgment was given for the 
tiffs agent 3, ‘Woodward, doing 
ess as-A. Woodward, Bros: &'Co. 
in Shanghai, forthe wholé-amount of the 
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claim, Te, 9,374.16, with interest at the 
tate of 6 per cent. from 26th July, 1897, 
and oostr,, 


“Mackenzz & Co. v. Woopwarp. 


Claim, Tis. 344.66, for packing and 
shipping cotton, Defendant A. Wood- 
wand, confessed judgment for the amount. 


‘Yenc Da-cnenc v, Woopwanp. 
Claim, Tis. 5,765.56 for cotton pur- 


Defendant, A. Woodward, confessed 
judgement for the amount with legal in- 
terest from the 3rd of August, 1897, and 
sith costs, 


GOLD AND BLOOD, 


Many years agoT kiipedrtes hein expended 
v great part of & Inrge fortune in buying gold, 
Yweoin'and in bare, ‘This he melteds and 
with human blood and other unique 
gredients, Isboured secretly to prepare 
mixture that should arrest all disease, ren 
prolong life indefinitely. ° Ineed 
hardly say that he failed. Not only did he 
fail, bat obe day an explosion took place in 
his Iaboratory which destroyed the fruits of 
hie toil and left him senseless and badly 
wounded amid the wreck, The rest of his 
Gaye were passed in an asylum, 
ret he 9 not the first man who tried 
that seme experiment, not by thousands, ‘To 
find the elixir of life was one of the main pur- 
poses of the science of alchemy, the barbaric 
Rocestor of the modern science of chemistry. 
But all that is wow discredited. No doctor 
or student of healing even pretends to possess 
oF to week an essence of life. 
at is undertaken, however, and success- 
folly, is to ascertain the trath about nature's 
functions, and to help her perform them 
whea they are impeded by disease. 
Tllustrations what can be Sons oa Era 
“Twelve 

































Thad a bad taste fa the mouth, poor appetite, 
fod pain aud weight atthe chest cfter eat 

I frequently epat up a quantity of greasy, 
fatty’ matign, Later T'was aflicted with 


rheumatism in my hands and feet. ‘Then I 
fell into a state of debility which continued 
year after year: 

Boney 

Fiaal 


I spent a great deal of 

in doctoring, all to n0 purpose. 
T wes induced to try your medicine. 

‘ort time my food agreed with me, the 
ceasod, I grew stronger, and the 

rheumatism by degrees Now by 

taking your remedy occasionally I keep in 
food health, (Signed) Mrs. Eliza Matcham, 
june 2nd, 1693.” 

“For some time previous to 1887," writes 
another, “I waa troubled with a digestive 
Gisorder. In the autumn of that year (1887) 
I got  severo cold, which brought on rheu- 
matism aud lumbago. Ihad great pains in 
the buck and also in the joints. I consulted 
doctor, who gar me medicines, and advised 
me to goto Buxton. Idid so, but | am bound 
to say obtained little benefit from it. 

“Ym January, 1868, T had another attack 
of rheumatic fever which brought me down 
into a vory low and feeble condition. For 
daye and days together I was unable to eat 
cor sleep. It was only by hardship and paiu 
that Igot about at all, Whilst ona visit 
to Little Dewnham, Cambridgeshire. some 
friends told me of the medicine furnished by 
you. I used it, and soon found relief, and 

ned strength. Cheereil up and encouraged 

y this, I continued taking it, and now, by 

an occasional dose, I keep wholly free from 
rheumatism and other troubles. (Sigaed) 
Philip Hopkin, 20, Maude Street, Grimaby, 
November 14th, 18: 

The eccentric man alluded to in the first 
part of this article failed to cure any disease 
with his odd brew. It was costly, too, as I 
said. Blood is cheap enough, but bars of 
gold come high. “He was a fanatic and a 

fool. 



























But here we have two instances in whic 
rheumatism, s common and dangerous ail- 
tment, was cured by Mother Seigel’s Curative 
Syrup, s remedy made not from blood and 

‘but from the healing herbs of the felds 
od why waa {t cored thus.20 











speedily and with such seeming ease? Be- 
cause rheumatism is vot a disease of iteelf, 
but.a symptom of indigestion and dyspepsia, 
It. is this universal plague that the Syrup 
scatters and drives away ; its children follow- 
ing after. Thus we keep our blood in our 
veins and our gold—if we have any—in our 
pockets. 

(4) %, Bide & Tja 1003 











HMiscellancous. Entelligence. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 









| 
telat 
: 


Advertisements. 


ATKINSON'S 


Newest Perfume 


AOLINE 


“Most Refreshing.” 
NICE ALWAYS, BUT 
DELICioUSLY REVIVING IN 

HOT OR CROWDED ROOMS. 

A true natural perfume 
made from flowers, 
Not a Chemical Preparation. 

“AOLINE”™ PERFUME. 


‘Most 

“AOLINE” rouer soar 
Fe SOR n, 

“AOLINE™ Toler PowaER 
. ‘. 
The samplesion® 
“AOLINE” sacners. 
Delightful for Handkerchiefs, 


Gloves, 
“AOLINE” ToiLeT CREAM. 





INVENTORS OY THE CELEBRATED 


“WHITE ROSE” PERFUME. 
“4 Charming Scent." —H.B.H. The Duchess of York, 


o-a-f 31de 209 13th Aug., 1897. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


CHINA COASTER'S TIDAL MANUAL 
‘OR 11898, 
BEING A HANDYBOOK OF TIDES 
NAUTICAL MISCELLANY 


FOR THE PRINCIPAL PORTS ON THE CHINA 
COAST AND THE UPPER YANGTSE KIVER, 
WITH OTHER ODDS AND ENDS, 





By G, GUNDRY. 
‘To be obtained from M 
Co,, Marine Officers’ Association 
the North-China Herald Office. 
Price, $1.50. 
t£1484 Shanghai, 16th Dec., 1897, 





NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


Subscription Tis, 24 per annum. 


HUPAO (CHINESE DAILY NEWS). 
THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
SUPREME COURT & CONSULAR 
GAZETTE. 

Subscription Tis. 12 per annum. 

A BEs0mE of Ching news pub- 

lished or. the departure of each 
mail for Europe. It has « large 
circulation amongst persons. in- 
terested in and connected with the 
Far East, aud thus offers. great 


advantages to advertisers of Home 
Products. 





AGENTS : 

Loxpox :—Messra, Street & Co., 30, Cornhill 
(E.C.) ; Agence Mitchell, 12& 13, Red Loin 
Court, Fleot Street; Mfr, F. Algar, 11 & 12, 
Clement's Lane; Messrs. Bates, Hendy & 
Co., 37, Walbrook ; Messrs, Clarke, Son & 
Platt, 85, Gracechurch Street; Messrs. 
Cowie & Co., 17, Gresham Street; Mr. 
Samuel Deacon, 150, Leadenhall Street ; 
Mr. Henry Sell, 167, Fleet Street; Mr. W. 
M. Wills, 151, Cannon Street, 

Pants:—Messrs. John F. Jones & Cie, 31bis. 
Fanbourg-Montmartre. 

Gerwany:—Messrs, G. L. Daube & Co, 
Frankfort o/Maine. 

New York & Atiassio Ponts:—Mr. J. 
Srewant Harren, 52, West 22nd Street, 
Sax Fraxorsco (Cat.):—Mr. L. P, Fisher. 
21, Merchants’ Exchange, California street 

Sypway:—Messrs, Gordon & Gotch, 

Metsouns:—Messra, Norton, Hargrave Co. 

Hoxoxoxa :—Messrs. MacEwen, Frickel & 
Co., Queen's Road. 

Konr:—Mr. J. Mf, Mur. 

YoROWAMA :—Messra. Lane, Crawford & Co. 

Afr. R, Norman, Rising Sun, 























NOW READY. 
TREATIES 
THE EMPIRE OF CHINA 


FOREIGN POWERS, 


© TOGETHER WITH 
REGULATIONS FOR TAR CONDUCT 
OF FOREIGN TRADE, &c,, &c. 
New and enlarged edition, 1897, 
WITH 4 VERY FULLY DETAILED 
INDEX OF CONTENTS. 

‘Price, $4.00. 
NORTH-CHINA HERALD OFFICE, 
Musses. KELLY & WALSH, Lp., 

AND) > 7 
Messrs, BREWER & Co._ 
Bhanghsi, 22nd July, 1897. 
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MILKMAID) 


MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 


BRAND 


CONDENSED 





fj refined sugar added. 


purposes, 


6ju-98 204 


Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


2st May, 3897. 


‘The Original long Established 
Shanghai DATE BLOCK. 


NOW READY. 
NOW READY 


TRE 
ANGLO-CHINESE 


DATE-BLOCK 
1898. 


A COMPLETE 


ENGLISH & CHINESE CALENDAR, 





««Bonger’s Food’ has, 
by Its excellence, es 
tab 


tation of its 
own.” 


INFANTS, 


INVALIDS, and the AGED. 
Delicious, Nutritive, Digestible. 


Benger's Food is sold by A. S. Wat 





—o-aw—F tf 239 


n & C0., Ltd., 24, Nankin Road, and Branches, and 
Mactavish & Lehmann, Ltd., Shanghal; and by leading Chemists, etc., everywhere. 





Int Februnry, 1896, 


IN TWO COLOURS. 
Price, $0.75 each. 


NOKTH-CHINA HERALD OFFICE, 
2, Krewsaxe Roav, 


Mera, BREWER & Co., 
SL, Naxxiya Roan, 


i, Int October, 1897, 





Barrisit wtk 
Mapicat 


Journan. 





Norwich Union Fire Insurance 
Society. 


ESTABLISHED 1797 
VIE undersigned, Agonta for Mealinoes 
prerod ter gant F 









veut OMY 

Wwhetiwe within oe 

jontonts, 

‘fern 8 ov xpplication, : 
1 Ontet ALFRED DENT & Co, 

Bide-97 78 eva, Shanghai, 8th, Jan, 1880, 
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MACFARLANE’S CASTINGS 


TWO GOLD’ MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 

Macfarlane’s Cospucror Pires, for Rain-water, Store, 
Drain, Soil, and Ventilating’ purposes. Plain and 
Ornamental. 

Macfarlane’s Eave Gorrens, for Kain-tater, Building 
Cornices, Boundary Walls, Sheds, Valley Roofs, Water 
Conduits, de. 

Macfarlane’s Tenursats, Frstats, Crosses, BANNERETS, 
Wearurnvaxes, Fiac-starrs, Brurnies, &c., in every 
atyle. 

Macfarlane’s Raise, Curstisc, Baxcoxtes, Fuizzey. 
Auran, Scrxex, Gatteny Frost, and Tous Rais, &c. 

Macfariane’s Cotomss, Pinastens, BRACKETS, SPANDEILS,. 
‘Veraxpaus, Poncurs, ARBOURS, CONSERVATORIES, &o. 

Macfarlane’s Laur Priians, Staspanps, and BRACKETS, 
Sor Streets, Squares, Gateways, Stations, Bridges, dc. 

Macfarlane’s Duiskixa Foustats, for Streets, Schools, 
Squaren Parks, Gardens, Stations, Market places, de. 

Macfarlane’s Unixats axp Waren Ctosers, in Cast Iron,. 

Sor Streets, Courts, Schools, Railways, Factories, Public 

Works, and Institutions. 


Oraamental Constructive Iron Work of every” 
Description. . 
Electric Light Pillars, Brackets and Wire Ways,. 
STABLE FITTINGS —Plain and ornamental—A SpectatttY- 
Mlustrated Catalogues, Price Lists and Estimates, 
WALTER MACFARLANE & Co, 
Architectural, Sanitary & General Ironfounders, ~ 
GLASGOW, SCOTLAND. : 
alt —o-a-m— 31de-97 196 29th January, 1897. 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENGE. 


(From Messrs. Nod, Murray & Co. Piece Goods Trade Report of 80th, December) ~ 








(HCH GOODS.—Another year has come to # close, and one that without doubt will be membered 1ose engaged in this trade 

re ic ascoene of the many vidoeitades it bas goue through. Commencing with enormous ungole ‘after: dragging 
and sluggish Autumn demand, it had to face very early the beginning of a steady decline in Sterling rates, climax Was reache 

‘at the end of August when the Tael was 2s. 3$4., or 225% below what it was on the 31 me tite Cobtgn touched 





drop is prices to 


it highest point, 43d., and from then on Exchange began to rise and Cotton decline, with the usual consequence of a bi; drop iB prices to 


be faced by holders of goods bought at high rates, and to a great extent tinanced for at an extremely tow ‘Exchatige. 
Rielagencyrin the money marke, and the result has been widespread disaster amongat the dealers, #ad.very few Tay 
off scot-frec. However, the turning point seems to have been reached, ond the 
cheerful apfearance in the way of al improvemezt in the demand and an iucrease in r of tranta 

seannot congratulate themselves very much on the prices they are obtaining. The usual table of ‘prices ‘current’ 
Year, for the last decade, must suffice to close our remarks on the general ontturn of the trade during the year jus 


‘Values of Standard Chops of Piece Goods at the close of each Year during the last Decade. 
| 188 | 1889 | 1800 | 1891 | 1892" [1803 “F18OF 7, 1895 ~ 
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‘Exchange on London, ‘I. 
Cotton in Liverpool... 






7-lbs. Blue Britannia “508 
Bh-Ibs. 4, » 1,594) *- 
10-lbs, Red, 9.384) 
10.12-Ibs. Gold 5, : 2.73 | 
IL-Ibs. Three Students .. 279 | 
12-ths._ Soldier.. 2674) 

























































White Shirtings— 
/ 6f-reed Blue Lighthouse .. 1,92 
ered Red yy 273) 
‘T-Cloths— 

“T-lbs. Blue Lion 119 |. 1.15 233) 1.44 
1.30 |, 1.98 493! 1.80 
1.874" 1.73 00 2274 

2.30! 2.00 2.20 70 |" 
2553) - 2.56 543) 2.753) 

2.35 90 3.00 3.20 | 

Drills—English 14-lbs. 65 2 85 8.424) | 
American , ae .00 | 25 
Camlets—Englis 5 | 9.85 0 T4.10 
Long Ells 5 | 4.95 6.25 

Eaptin 3 5 | 8.65 02 11.85 | 
Spanish Stripes. | 0.48 50 0.59 
Rupees—W 307 252 
Indian Yarn.—F. P . 059 60 
‘Howard—20s. 58 63 

















‘As regards the business dono this week, more attention has been paid to Maxcnester cloths and a very fair nnmber of transactions 
aro reported, chiefly for prompt payment, but towards the close the tendericy is to sell for more extended delivery, for the simple 
reason that the TieNTSIN merchants, who’ are still the chief buyers, .are. getting to tho end of their ready cash. . We are within three 
‘weeks of China New Year too, so that it is time for the dealers to think’ of closing their books, although ‘not thore than a fifth 
of the usual quantity can have been settled for the opening of. the season. For this reason there is a good forward enquiry,’ bul it 
is dificult to get delivery ip Maxcutrsrer earlier enough to take advantage of the comparatively favourable, Exchange obtainable now 
for a short distance ahead, which would just about Tay the goods down ut the prices operators are willing to pay, Under the cir- 
cumstances, therefore, it certainly looks more aavantageous to carry whi are still held in stock, rather than accept the prices 
now offered, Axnicas makes have not occupied euch a prominent position this wee, Dats being still neglected. 

Firm priow have beeapeld at Auction, notwithetandiog delivery hasto be taken beforg the ateling day. “Next week we understand 
‘the prompls will be extended: 

« wifhe: MANCHESTER inarket is firm and receat quotations in many 
few-oxceptions has it been possible to buy standard cloths for de 
* ‘too lite for the Spring trade. Cotton is firm at the last quotation, 
“high to,induce much buying for this. Advice has been received 
Standard Cloths, for this market. 

Local Industry.—Quotations have advanced one tael per bale during tho week, as 

within the'last fortnight. : 
* Grey’ Shirtings.—$ 4-1bs.—Business has been much more brisk, sales of fully 40,000 pieces being reported, in spite of the holida 
fair proportion is for hard cash, but with rome of the transactions the conditions have been half for cash and half for forward doliver 
+ Quotations are as follows :—IMare and Foal $1.82, Blue Elephant £1.86, Blue Globe ai Blue China Woman $1.97}, Blue Sivan ¥2.074, 
Gold Foh $2.12, Blue Unicorn $2.14, Five Men and Red Joss $2.15, Silver Castle $2173, Green Dragon and § Old Men ¥2.22, less 
“1%, and Fancy ‘Wheelbarrow $2,224." Steady to firm prices have been paid at Auction. 
ight Weights. —Sales of 7-Ibs. to exteat of nearly 10,000 pieces are reported, namely, Man and Horse f1.474, Steamer $1.52 and 
Red Pheasant £1.85, the first two for delivery after China New Year. Auction prices were not strong 
“Heavy Weights—Transactious must amount to over 50,000 pieces this week, ubout half of which are for delivery after China New 
Years th following being the prices reported Steamer and Phrez Fisk $2.27}, Dewhwret, Eagle LLY, $2.50, Blue Dragon $2.52, Blue 
Unicors 42.824, Gold Vase $2.86. Dewhurst Eagle (Pau Shun) and Eagle B $290, Blw: Dragon (11-Ibs.) and John Bult $2.95, Pig's 
yt Head and Woman and Phenix 2.974, Blue Tiger $3.00, Pipe $3.05 and others of Deikursi’s Chops at 72.97} to 3,07}, “Prices at 
* Buction steady to firm. . 
saci, dibs, $6 inch.—A fow sales are published but the quantities are small and urimportant. Quotations are: Half Moon $2.85 
Soldier C'$3.10, Soldier PPP $3.20 and Highlander $3.35. Auction prices are firmer. 
‘White Shirtings.—Sales are reported of about 15,000 pieces, chiefly 63 reeds for prompt cash made at the close of last week, as follows: 
‘Mon and Tiger, Gold Womanand Pheniz, Nine Women and Phenix, Gold Man and Fish aud Green Cock all at $2,324 and Blue Stag at ¥2.50. 
In 72 reeds Gold Peacock at $2.473, Gold Fish at $2.70 and Variegated 3 Fishrs at $2.90 are mentioned and some finer makes at ¥4.10 
* 16 "F415. "Business bas been done to a moderate exteat in special makes for the Spring. At Auction 64 reeds have advaueed three 
candareens, and common 72 recds about the same, but better makes are somewhat irregalar, and not favourably so either. 3 
‘T-Cloths.—English.—A sale of Silver Dragon 32-in. Mexicans is reported at £1.65 for cash. ‘The small lots at Auction were steady. 
* Indian.—The only transaction published is 2,000 pieces Yellow 3 Arrows 6-lbs. at $1.42: : 
TJoans.—ZEnglish.—A resale is in the book of 6,000 pieces Green Stag at ¥2.174, which is a fall price if true. a 
Drilis,—these have been entirely neglected so far as we can learn, not a single sale being reported in either make. 
Sheetings.—Znglish.—Sales of some 14,000 pieces “dead” stock have been effected at prices ‘that ure not fit for publication 1” 
Although, intrinsically, a mace and a half better than rates obtained for similar Awrenteas makes they are about three mace below 
+ replating cost! The trade in these'goods has been killed for all except a few special cloths. 
< American.—This week the settlements amount to about 36,000 pieces, as follows—Phreniz  F2.80; Piedmont Horse £2.90; Bungor 
Ox Head $3.00, Buck's Head (Pacolet) $3.15, Appleton Lion $3.17}, and Atlantic Tiger No. 1 A 3.274. 
Fancy: Goods.—The market remaias in’ about the same state and the small business done is devoid of interest. A fow cases Turkey 
Rede have'been taken from stock and transactions in Dyed and Printed goods are on quite a retail'ecale. 





















stances are higher. Mannfacturers are still busy and with ver} 
before March/April shipment, which would make the goods 
The market is weak in the Srares, but prices are still too 


1¢ purchase of 5,000 bales Drills and Sheetings, Southern Mills 












st a rise of a tael per picul in native Cotton 
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Woollens.—Business is confined to the Auctions still and the small sales even there.are not of much interest. Casters bave a slight . 
upward tendency but the prices still remsin wretchedly low. Loso Etts are also g in the same direction, but as yet.theté is no 
arance of the usual private demand. .- LAstixcs have iniproved: also, but the quantities -are really so small-they-are no criterion of 
the market. Spasisu Srerres are much firmer, the chop to-day advancin g three candareens for Scarlet and even more Gentian, but the 
movement is probably quite spasmodic. 
Cotton -Yarn.—Znglish.—There is notliing reported in these Spinaings. 
Tndian.—A fairly good demand for the River markets has led to the sattlemeut of 3,76-bales, all for clearance. before. China New 
Year. Prices are steady to firm, most attention being paid to No: 20s. still.” Quotations are :— 
+ No, 103, 550-bales—Jubilee, Male $64.50, Tea Carrier. $62.00 and Bombay Cotton, Sule $63.50. 
No. 12s., 159 les—Curvimbhoy, Mule $67.50. = 
No. 163., 510 bales—Victoria £6.75/66.00, Indo-China $66.59, Britannia, Ring and Hope Mill $68.00. 
No. 2 86 bales—City of Bombay, Mule 69.50. Empress Spinning ‘$69.73/70.00, Malakshami, 5.0ld. Man, Iilue,- Pero and 
Wadia Mill:'$70.00, Vithaldax Copaldas, Woman,: ¥30.50/10.25,..Ho pe Milt-and Indo-China ‘$70.50, Jamshed Riny ‘£71.00, Star of 
India, Ring, Howard and Bwlough and -AngloIndian,..Ring $71.25. Tea: Carrier. '¥71.50/71.25, James Greaves ¥71.00/71.25, China 
Milt $71.00/71.50,:Motillat £72.00, Jubilee Ring ¥72.25/72.00.and Ripa, Mule ¥.75.09 
“Arrivals this woek.are the ¢.s. Sagami Maru with 2,969 bales and the s.s. Thames is just coming in with 3,674 bales. 
Yapanese.—The market is firmer, the sales showing ati advance of a tael per bale. “Sales smount to 350 bales, as follows:— 
No. 16s., 200 bales—Butterfly ailil Flower $69.50. 
N 250 bales—T'co Deer and Horse $72.50. 
ills—A few sales have been made at an a‘lvance of a tiél, Catton, however, has gon? up to F15.40 for best machine ginned, 
one tael per picul ia the last fortnight ! 


Metals.—From Messrs. A. Bielfeld & Co.’s Report of-Slst Deceniber :—There has been a most decided improvement during the week, 
'e Chinese apparently secing that prices are swell maintained at home-thet they cannot hope for lower rates. As a consequence 
wveral contracts for old materials have been: closed as below! - For new Inoxs, however, there has been less demand, as there is a large 
tock afloat, which have already been contracted: The following contracts -have been concluded :—G00 tons Cart Tyres 103 to 10: 
'200 to 400 tons London Horse Shoea 89s. c £3 250. tons Old-Rouad Iron, large and amall sizes 96 to 100s. c.f; 350 tons Steel 
Plate Cuttings 90s, c-i.f.; 100 tons Railway Spokes 958,.c.i.f. 3 
A few hundred tons of Sundry Metals have also been done at private terms, said to be well in accordance with the above prices. 
Suxpnizs.—There has been less doing, no- contracts: being. reported, though ‘deliveries have been. much, better and a healthier 
feeling scems to prevail. The following goods have been sold during the week :—10.cuses Towels, 35 x 17 ea: 200.dozen at ¥0.57 ; 25 
cases Knives, ea. 200 dozen at 'F0.82s ; 15 cases Berlin Wool, ea, 150 packages at ¥42.50. 
Opium.—(Closing quotations) :—Malwa (new) £585 ; (old) $650; Patoa (new) 7592; Benares (new) ¥5°8. 
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“EXPORTS 
Silk.—From Messrs. A. R. ‘Burkill & Sons’ Circular of 31st instant 
London messages to 2gth current quote:a firm. market, Gold Kilin-9/734 and Blue Elephants 10/434. 

RAW: SILK.—Business is again at a standstill, and: settlements only aggregate 250 bales of all-kinds during the week at 

quotations given below. 

ARRIVALS, as per Customs Retums, 23rd. to.2gth, December :, 6r2, ‘bales White, 37 piculs Yellow and 
37 piculs Wild Silks. 

The dealers ‘are, we think, underestimating the stock of Silk remaining in Shanghai. ° The figures of export and 
import given by the Customs Returns do not by any means agree with those supplied by brokers and.dealers. 

The Export of Steam Filatures to date is: to London 21 bales, to Continent 2,460 ‘bales, to America 3,351 bales, 
and to Japan x1 bales. 

WASTE SILK.—Very little doing, small purchases are reported of Yellow Gum Wastes and of Blazes at irregular prices. 


Prices caleulated by Maerten’s Tables at 11 per cent. Exchange 2/854 and.Fes. 3.42." Freight Tls. 7.80 per bale, 
Th. 8g Fea eT Ste, Fen, 
perpel. peri. perio, erpel. peri, periito 
455° 10/8 29.51 | Haxccnow Tsartexs.—Lanpin, 405 9/6} 26.35 
435° 10/24 28.25 | ‘Tavsaas.—Gr. Kahing MM 3974 9/44 25.90 
425 10/0 28.00 | Yrirow Suux.Mienchew. 300° - 7/2 =. 19.75 
- 1887-08. 7189697. 5-06 1892-93. 














‘TsatteEs.—Stork Focling 
» Chay Kiling. 
Hasccuow Tsar .ers.—I 





















Settlements for this inail .:..abont 250 500 1,000 bales, 
ty 9 teason ine et = “ier 
cluding forward. contracts} °° 51,750 40,000 + 35,250 
Stock§ yy 14,000 12,000 11,750, 
Total Arrivalsg oh 65,750. 53,000 67;000° 5, 





; 00 
» -§:Including ofd Silk. 
* England. * France, de. Total Europe. America. India &: Egypt. 



































+ Export White Silk: in Bales e i a 
bi “Of 80 catties ¢ 1133 27,707 28,840 7,278 1,387 
a in piculs. 2,892 2,822 2,490 
” i 25 5023 $5,981 16 
1,391 36,943 3,893 
‘Againat in 1896.97 .. 2,290 32,083 
” 1895-96 .. 2,296 4. 41,009 |” 43,395 
rs 1894.95 1,833 31,323 33,156 
1898-04 4157. B1,849. 36,051 








” 1892. 
” 1891. 


Export Waste Si 




















Axoinst in 1896-97 .. 





























1895-96 72 
» 1894-95 ev 2 “2 
Export Cocoons.. 98 3,098 
Against in 1896.97 . 3,283 3,763 
1885-96 2,070 _ 1,455 

1894-95 .. 313 Sree 

NevMhobsslcas tg Sik Wading ebeadons 
» 1,389) yy vx» Continent. 
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Freight.—From Messrs. Wheelock & Co.’s Keport of 31st inst. 
Freight business generally is dull, principally in sympathy with the general tone of business, and also on account of 
Christmas tie and holidegs, Rates homewerds remaia uncheoged in all directions, 
For London via Suez.—The Malacca is expected to clear to-day, but there is very little cargo to be obtained, recent 
departures having secured nearly all that was offering previous to the holidays. The Kaisow, shortly due from Japan, 
is direction, as also the Java and Priam. 
no loading vessel, and we shall not have one 


is advertised for 
For New York via Suez—This berth is now vacant, there 
before the arrival of the Port Adelaide, due here from Japan about the 15th proximo, The Sikh cleared on the 92nd with 
about, 1,800 tons from here, and the Yarrowdale on the 25th, the latter via Amoy, where there is a large quantity of Tea 
awaiting shipment, in fact one steamer, the Benledi, has already engaged a considerable quantity, and there is a possibility 
of her receiving more. 
For New York via Cape.—We have no news to report in this direction, there being little or no enquiry for tonnago 
_at so high a rave as that which transhipment at Hongkong necessitates, viz, 20/- per tor 
‘For New York via Pacific Lines.—Rates remain unchanged. ‘The following sailings are advertised :— 









































Ce bout Ist Ji . 
Gilg of is de Je ro. eh 
Columbia 1th 5, 
Empress of » Bnd yy 
DEPARTURES. 
For London via Suez— 16th instant. 
ith yy 
AMyrmidon s.., vid Foochow, 2th”. 
For New York vid Suez.—Sith s,s. 20d} 
Yarrowdale s.s., vid Amoy, 25th 3, 
RATES OF FREIGHT. 
Loxvo: -by Conference Lines, General Cargo 32/6 — W. Silk 35/0 Tea 32/6 
NORTHERN: ” » » vy 32/6 85/0 4 32/6. 
moo » 2% = Ge" ap 
” ” ” nv 49/0 nm 47/6 4, 45/0 
” ” » » ih ” 42/2 ,, 40/0 
” ” ” » 43/0 » 47/6, 45/0 
» ” ” vn» 40/0 » — $9/6 40/0 
32/6 35/0 4, 33/6 














per Conference Circular. 


‘Above rates are subject toa deferred return, as 
by Conference Lins, Tallow 2/8 nett, General Cargo 36 nett, W. Silk 85/0 nett, Tea 22/6 nett 
” » ” ” ” » 326 » on 9/0 yy 32/6 
” ” 32/6 55 » » B26» ow 30 » » » 
“43/6 per ton of 20 ewt. for above three ports. 
Nrw Yors, by Sail 29,0 ’ 
Do. i Pacific 1} gold ets. per Ib. Tea,—3 cts. per Ib, Silk,—$9.00 per ton Strawbraid, 
i 38 pet ton General Cargo. 27/6 Tea. 
35/0 5 
COAST RATES. 
Most ‘70 SHANGHAI $1.50 per ton Coal. 
NAGASAKI ys 40 ” 
Rewentvaxe 5, seaton closed. ‘ 









Won 


Coals,—From Mesars, Wheelock & Co.'s Report of 3st inst. ; 
‘COAL,—JAPaN.—At present our market is extremely strong, as stocks of all kinds have been completely swept off, 


and there is absolutely not a single ton of anything like steam coal obtainable. 
shipment from there, but a further obstacle in the shape of scarcity of tonnage prevents any business being done. 
t having to make known the sudden suspension of payment of one of our largest dealers, which naturall 

given to believe that the creditors intend tidin; 
‘hat further armagements will be made to 


heading we 
affects the business, but we are 
‘New Year, when it is to be boy 


given below are purely nominal, but had we been able to procure carj 
‘Owing to rumours of anticipated trouble a fair demand took place last week and some quantity has been 


Canpirr.— 
sold at Tis 17.00 per ton, 
Srpxey Woxtasco: 
‘cargo at Tis. 13.00 per ton, 
the ooly businees done, 
Quotations:—The undernoted fi 
represent the present market rates for 


Cardiff, ex godown 
American Anthracite, ex godown 





After worryin 











are 





Sydney Wollongong, steamer cargo ex godown 


Otzuji, ex godown 
Karatz, ex godown, 
Obnoura, ex godown, 
Komatzu ” 

Hokoku ® 
Ohuonra 3 feet 








wo Sy 
Japan, Takasima Lump, 
a Small’ 


Namazota Lump, 
* rag east 
Small, ex godown 


M 








our friends in the Colon’ 


him over, at any 





There are a few cargoes in Japan awaiting 


‘Under this 
iy alo 
rate until after Chinese 


feep him ‘in the trade. Our quotations 
, we think higher prices would be paid. 


we have at last been able to procure a small 
though we have heard that a eailer has been taken up at 27/0, we think that the above sale is 
There is a further demand and another cargo could be placed at the former figure. 


‘on the miost recent settlements for cargoes to arrive and do not 













rock, which fluctudte with the supply and demand :— 


‘Ts 17.00 per ton. 
15.00, 
» 13.00 


Arrivals during the fortnight have been 
Dec. 18, Omega. 695 tons Ohnoura Lump Coal, to native dealers, 
1» 18, Ariel str. 1» Linsi Mixed Coal, to consumers, 






21, Progress, str. 
2, Fujisan Maru, str. 
22, Apenrade, str. 










rosper, str. 
24, Sadokuni Maru, str. { 


26, Woosung, str.. 
38, Feiching, str. 





a 








Fukumo Coal, to native dealers. 
Hokoka Coal, to consumers. 
Obnoura Goal, to consumers. 
Raratzu Coal, to native dealers. 
‘Miiké Small Coal, to consumers. 
Ichimura Coal, to consumers. 
Nagasaki.Coal, to native dealers, 
Karatzu Coal, to consumers 

‘Miiké Small Coal, to consumers. 
Ichimura Large Coal, to consumers. 
Yubari Coal, fo consumers. 

‘Mixed Japan Coal, to consumers. 





nominal. 
nominal. 


“| TIs, 7.00 @ 7.75 per ton. 
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KEROSENE OIL.—Anenscay.—There has not been a very large business dono since last writing, but sales 
that have transpired have been to actual consamers, sad speculators have toed conspicuous by their absence. ‘The market has 
weakened slightly, and prices have declined to Ts. 1.614 per case, but this is purely owing to the fact that sales have been 
steady ani nob speculative. "Arrivals have bean the s.s. Quees ‘Chriatina and sx. Clarence S. Bement yesterday, bringing 
134,000 eases and 78,000 cases respectively. Stocks, including above arrivals, 387,279 cases. 


‘Barous.—This brand has, like Devoe’s, been dealt jrith insmall quantities, but at a slight advance on last fortnight 
quotation, Tis. 1.54 having been paid for Anchor Chop. There has not been much doing in other brands. Stocks 258,000 cases, 


Laxcxat.—The stock has heen replenished by the arrival of the ss. Tancarrille on the 23rd inst., bringing tho 
equivalent of about 100,000 cases ; this arrival has allowed of sales being made at quotations, but the business has not Leen 











large. Stocks in godowns are now estimated at 7,000 cases, z 
Quotations—Devoe’s Tis, 1.614 per case. 
Batoum, 1 » 
” 1525 
” 1.374, ‘two tins. 
Langkat ie 
” 1.50. per ease. 





0:11 per gallon, 


Bxchange.—(C'osing Rates)—On London - Telegraphic Transfers, 2s, $d. Banks Bills, 2s. Sy'sd. Banks Bills, 4 months’ sight, 
2s Sid. First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 9s 8hd.; G months’ sight, 23. S§d.; Private’ avd Documentary, 
4 months’ sight, 25. Sgd.z 6 months’ sight, 2%. 8¥a. On Frauce—Bank Bills, Transfer Fes. 3,36}. Credits and Documentary 
Fills, 4 months’ sight, 3.42, 6 months’ sight, 3.43. On Germany—Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks, 
2.77, lowest 2.76, highest 2.77. On New York—Credits and Documenta:y Bills, 4 months’ sight, per 5100 G.$609, lowest 66}, 
highest 662. On Hongkong—Telegraphic Transfers, 75. lowest 742, highest 75 per $100. Private Bills, 3 days’ sight, 74, 
lowest 742, highest 743. On Yokohama—Telegraphic Transfers, $76, lowest 752, highest 76 per $100. Private Bills 15 ‘days? 
sight, £754, lowest 75, highest 753. On Bombay and Calcutta - Telejzraphic Transfers, Ra. 2014, lowest 201, highest 202 per 100. Bank 
Bills, der |, Rs. 202, lowest 2014, highest 2024. Bullion—Gold Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, $270.00, lnwest 365 00, highest 371.00. 
Silver Bars, ‘$131.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.90. Mexican dollars, ‘¥73.95, lowest 738, highest 74.9. Carolus dollars, ‘£95.00, 
lowest 95.00, highest 96.00. Copper Cash 1,160, lowest 1,150, highest 1,160. Chinese Inte lowes 2.00, highest 3.50, 
Bar Silver in London, per oz. 268, lowest 263 highest 263. 


Daiy Qvoratioxs. 




















it, mace 3.00, 
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y.4m/s.} Francs 4 m/s, | 4 m/s|Docty. 
peste sie nd 6 de, | Peet mie 
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Bank 4 mj 4 m/s. 
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Highest, 










26 | 273 2.83 | 28 
26) (277 28 |28 2 
28 | 285 
Shares.—From Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s Report of 31st December :— 

‘The Christmas holidays, and the settlements due to-day, have interfered with business, ‘The failure of the largest Chinese speculator 
has complicated the clearance of sha 1y, but there are hopes that his friends will enable him ultimately to take up his purchuses, 

Baxks,—Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. Business has been confined to sales at 175 and 176 per cent. premium, to 
cover short sales, and a few more nre wanted, In Hongkong there are buyers ut 176 per cent. premium. ‘The London rate has declined to 
£41,0.0. ‘There is no change reported in other Bank shares. ~ 

Manse Insuraxce.—Yauglecea were forced off at $1324, and shares are ia-demand at that price, Straits shares are offering in 
Hongkong at $17. 

Fine Insorance.—No change. 

Surerixo.— Hongkong, Canton & Macao, Steamboat shares have improved, in Hongkong, to $32}. Indo-China S.W. shares were placed 
to Hongkong at $51, for cash, and sold locally at £39 for the 3lst March. 

Suoar Comrantes.—Perak shares are offering at £36. China Sugar Refining shares are quoted $163 with sales, in Hongkong. 

gQis80—Raub Auutraian Gold Mining sbares were placed at $22, and few more are ofering. Punjom Afining shares changed hands 
at $6. 

Docks, Waanves & Gopowxs.—Shares in S. 0. Farnham d: Co. have been sold at £165 and are wanted. Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf 
shares are in demand at 116, but are held for £120, 

‘Laxps.—Shanghai Land Investment shares were sold at $90. 

IxpustRiaL.—International Cotton Mill shares were sold at F110 and F109 for cash and $110 for the 3st March, and shares are wanted 
both cath and time ; and Laow-kung-mow shares at F101 cash and F110 for the Q0ch April, Yah-loong shares wete freed off at T60, for 
‘£100 paid up, and are wanted on the same terms. China Flour Mill shares were forced off at 362. 

‘Tuas axp Carco Boar.—Shanghai Cargo Boat shares were placed at 190. 

Muscettannous. Shanghai Sumatra Tobacco sharea were placed at $89 cash and 92 for the 31st March, Cash shares are wanted at 
the same rate, Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco shares were in demand, and business was done at $360 to $40) cash and £440 to 430 for tho 
Slat Murch, But the market afterwards weakened, and cash shares were sold at $375. 


Loaxs.—Shanghai aud Hongkew Wharf 6 per cent. Debentures were sold at par, plus the accured interest. 


Return on Tv 


28h | 28h 284 R.41/3.42 3.49/3.43) 2.77 | Gz] 75 | 76 
28) (283 2.8% paca 3.42/3.43 2.77 | 662} 75 | 7 
__28} 128) 2.83 [341/342 3.49/3.43 2.77! og] 75 | 76 









































Nominal Rate of 


LOANS. Aniount of Loan. Outstanding. | VOIN0". jhtereat,|\When Payable, | ,tlowiag for Closing. 











Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Iesuelsss| _170,000.c0 | 370,000.00! g100- 6 % Dee, & June. (aj nominal. 
1 . 
























. 1890] 420,000.00 | 320,000.00} 3300. 6% | 7 
Lo, 189] $20,000.00 | $20,000.00} gi00° 54% ‘5100.00 
1392] '150.000.00 |,'550,000.00 | $300 5 (a)| ¥100.00 
1893 1.00 |£125,000.00 | 100, 54 (@)| F100 00 
1894) |£105,000.00 | $100 [4 (@)| nominal. 
1895) {135,000.00 | £100 5% (a)| 100.00 
1896) S100: 5% Do. (a)| 100.00 
Lyceum Jhentse Debentures 25° °4% | 24 July 1895 ‘16.00 
Chincee Imp, Government L so0! 7 Mar. & Sept. {a)| 
shanghai Land Inv.Co, Debentures. 1890) ‘F100 6 May & Nov. (a) 
To. Do. 1882) x 50,00. ‘F100 % | June & Vee | (a) 
Do. To. 1894} $250,0u0.00 /3250,00.00 | F:00 & | Mar. & Sept. 
Yo. Do. 1896, ¥250,C00.00 $250,000.00 | S100; 5% | June& Dec. | (9) 5.48% 
shanghai Waterworks Co. Debentures/9s] 100,600.00 ‘$100,000.00 | $100 6% | Bar. &Sept. | (@) 5.72% 
Do. x» f°96} $100,000.00 400,000.00 | F100; 5% | June & Dec. ie 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf Co. 5, +¥400,000.00 [100,000.00 | $1001 6% | June & Dee. | ( 8.37% 
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a 


AUGTION SALES. 


Auctions for the week ending 30th December, 1897, comprised the following Goods = 
% orrenjonding We ‘Correspondio 
werk. Peta, nee Forthe week. = Pretious week: Iort gear! 
,905 pos. nuainst 14,730 pes. and: 17,080 per. Velvers. Pee, npninat 30 por. and 144 
FAO | 76080"... 770, Velveteens os 

‘0 590 1/510; Cotton Italians .. Hoar 0 































90 Camilets 50 660 yy 
320. Long Ell 300 ow uu) 520 oy 
500". Lastings B00, ne B00 gy ay BAD wy 
” ” - Spanien Stripes .. 42, ” 384, 50k 





3. —7-Ibs. —350 pieces ; Eagle and Snake 1473/48. i 
B.4-Tbs.—2,460 pieces; Green Lion “$1.76§, Red Lion $1-8b)/864, Red Crab F1-884)/892, Blue Crab ¥2.014, Blue Dragon and 
Crown F2.074, rae and Spur $2.21, do. E-wo $2.194,, Red Tea Caddy $2.193/203, Bhie Tea Cadly-DDD %2.323/33, and Blue 2 Tea 
addy $2.55) ° ‘ 
bate Xx 30 pieces; Black T'ea Caildy $2.24; "Red Dragon and 7 Boys $2:353, do. § Man $2,424, Green Dragon and 5 Bfan 
2.462, and Blue 2 Tea Caddy T2.934. 
11-Mtsi—150 pieces ; Blue Dragon and $ Man $3053. 








150 pieces ; Bat and Stag $2.734/143. 

At Fuén-foong, 30th inst 

Gray. Shirtings.—6-thx.—1,000 pieces ; Lots 50.703/73- 

7-Nhn,—1}800 pieces; Blue Britannia $1.65, Blue ile: £1.69, Blue # Stident 51.834. 

K.4-Mha,—4,405 plecen: Green 9 Lion ¥1.57/572, House 1.573, Double Man. T1.58, ‘Blue Britannia $1175, Blue $ Students 
FIZ, Blue 4 Sisters F1.913/92, Blue Double’. Shield - ¥2.053/06, Black Gold-$ Studeats.B212, Red 3 Students. 2.07/03, Red 
Empress Birthday ¥2.18, 7 Sisters $2.28, 5 Brothers $2.303/303. 

10-The.— 1,950 cen: Blue Buffalo $2.444/44%, Ned Britannia 2.46/47, Red $ Students $2.47; Red Emperor's Birthday 


7/574. Painted 8 Literati $2.89}. 
763, Lily $3.27. 


10.12-Tis, —550 piecen ; Gold Britannia 2 
Tha. — 550 piecen: Painted $ Shidentx $2.833/84. 
r Lions. $279}, Soldier 


% The, —860 pieces 4/723, 
Squirrel $3.17. 
White Shirtings.—64-reed.— 2,100 pieces: Howse Rright $1,973, do. Dull $1.954/96, Blue 2 Lighthouse Bright 52.013, 


7h, Black Gold $ Students ¥2.403. 

4050 vircen: White Gold Students T2.553/56, Red 2 Sisters Bright $2.56, Red 2 Light House Bright ¥2.568/574, 
do, Dull $2.54, Red Gold Star, Rright $2.75}. do. Mull $2,713. Red & Star. Bright $2.974, Painted 4 Sisters Bright $2. 76477, do. 
Dull $2.79, Black Flay Ohier $3.06, Grand Father $3.314, Lily €3.503. and Students '53.86}/583. 

— 390 piecen: Blue $ Students 11.363, Red Double Shield $1.60, Red 3 Stridents 1.64. 
N-Mhx,—200 pieces: Painted 3 Students $2.13. 
Jeans.—8-Ms.—90 piecer ; Double Squirrel ¥2,44/44}. 
Sheetings. ; m on Cond $2,31/812, Nine Lion '$2;82, Old Man: Head B. '$2.79/80;.do A. 2.85303 
Black Cotton Italians.—840 pieces; Painted Grand Father $3.70, Students £3.95, Painted 9 Lions $2.97}, Painted 2 
Sister ¥3.95, Gold 2 Light House $4,174, and Lily 5.90/95. 

















Tr. 












\- Lily ¥3.213/22, and-120 pieces -14-Ibs. 





China Square ¥2 
































AUCTION’ SALES ‘OF WOOLLENS DURING THE WEEK." 











Orange* | Brown] 
Orwnge® | Ash rice Purple! Blick, leiteg | Mave, 


Dk. Blue. Dk. G'tian, Fallow. sav. 





Lt, Gt.*|.Salen 








i 
‘Tin, ‘Ths, Ti, Te | Ts, | THe, | Tl, | The. | Tis. 









14.80 | 13.30 
10 | 10 
14.50./12:824/85| 
tor | 20 


ts. 
Lighthouse, 8.8.0. p.pe. 
Bales, pes. 
9 Ol4.Man, 





50. 
190 

90+ 
150 






















Goose,’p. pea. 

Sales, pes. 

Man & Horse, p. pes 
© Sales, pes: 

Horse & Lion, 'p. pes. 
Saler, per. 





10.86 














we tele Pee 
Double Phoenix, p. 
Galee,-pes. 








ship, uattines, | 

3» 0.0.2, Pe Pe. 

” Suiek, by 

9 Old Man, #7. P.pes! 
Sales, pes. ...! 

















049g | 0593 0.46} 
ites, pea. 6 6 | 
Single Phenix, p. ya 










Be 
Sales, pes. 

Sea Horse; 2.7.1, 
Sales, pes. 
Bulisto, pv 
es, pe 

Gooee; p. 34. 





ag" 
cieet peal 
| 60 
0.49.5/49.7) 
py oseed 


i 
0.56/56.1] 
18" 









ge se 
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ith solleni “Piée for thé week “ending 29th De 
Compiled em the * Cestoms Dally Retiro Nee DoT Se aaa, oak ek ue SOHN Det 












it 





Re-Exroxts axp rue Distixatioxs, 








Ningpo. 





Grey Shirtiv, 
T-Clothe, 32. 


“gon 1yi50 
15 103, 











0 
& 








Baigie f) 


Dyed s 
Bro. &Sp. S't 
on 





















































An nbore. year to | Ab date 


vaste term, | Betinated, 90 
| 



















ii 
Eng. & Duich ... 
American 
Eng. & Dutelt 
Am 


yc American 
Dyed Shirtinge 
Bro, & Spot, Sbi 
Chintzes, 





il 
Mey Ned Shirti 


Velvete 





3,035}. 171,918 
189 53,206 
Pele 13,022 | 626,363 | 
270 * 26,784 | 
6,980} 150,307 | 
‘494 34,284 


Ieuios & Baizaris 
Cotton Yarn, Indian 









300 3923 
376 22,633 
46,613 















113,837 - 
38.5617 


61,227 
128,311 




















2, 


‘s 




















7 Including Euglish and Dutch I 


é3 ‘Gaily veturne from the Wharves unobiainable. et 
f uneclared: Impprt Cargoes per Coptic, Hanseat, Java, Chusan, Hsiping, Hector, Prinz Heinrich, Empress of 
Glengyle, Shing, L Jats 98, City of Rio de Janeiro, and 
ec! 


: Import doring the interval:—Saghalien, Kaisow, Orestes, Port Adelaide, and additionals ex Salazic, Menearn, and 
‘eenkad, and in Bond ex ava and decior, 7 
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SHARES. 





Pesrmios Frm Last Rerorr. 





































































































































, Paik } 
SHARES. No. ‘Value. (aid | At Workin 
! H P| Reserve. "account. | Date 
i t | 
Baal, es | < 
Hongkong& Shanghai Bank.Co.| 80,000, $125; $125. §7,(C0,000) $301,147 90.50- 6.97 $345.00) 
Bani of China & Japon La. | i 
‘ordinary shares,107,483 £3 £34 £50,886.16.7 31-12-86 | | nom, 
Do. def do. | 1,101) £1; El} ae ] 5.0.0)... 
National Bank of China, Ld...| 40,453 £10 £8! i 23.00) 
De. 3,818 £10... $2,599.92 31-19-96 | $1.18) 1- 3-97 | $1.20 vominal] 
I Poa Jaaeer 750 £1! £1) i $23.00) 
+ Ineurance (Marine, | { 
Union In, Societyof Cantov,Ld.| 10,000] $250. $20. “| £674,788.58 30- 6-97}  1$16)15-10-97 | $14.33) $230.00) 
Padi j 
Chins Traders’ Ine. Co., La. ...| 24,000) $83.33; s25f] $8,583.57 {s 51,807.25130- 4-97 $80 10-67 | $5.00) $70.00) 
North-China Ine. Co., Ld, 5,000} £100; £25/%250,000.00 ¥506,887.20/31-12-06 |T38.18}28- 4-87 06 8.50] 
SanglezeTnsurance Avstion,La] 6,048) 100, sco} { so44,185.07) {9 4.97/811.00] 8.30) $132.50) 
Canton Insurance Office .. 40,000, $250, 24} § 18-10-66 |$11.00, 6.98] $157.50 
Bonita Insurance Co., La. 20,000, giao, $20 ! $1.83] 10.76] $17.00) 
Foserance (FHS) La. ob { pie $15.02] 4,08] $367.50 
Henghong Fire Jus, Co., 1 8,000) $250! £50) $1,021,688) 815.02) . 3367. 
Giak FHS Invurance C8.y La] 20,000) fet! £20) | i*se.s3] 5.91} $107.00 
Shipping. i 
Weng, Clon Mero S.T.Co. $0,000] 15, $13} | $212) 7.44) $28.60) 
Indo-China Steam Nav. Co. «...1 49,589] £]0] | £10) 3.33) 9.20) 
Desgles Beoee Cn w-| 20,000) 60) $20) | ca 
Ch, Mutual $,N.Co.pref.shares.| 16,7: | £10 
Do. Fd. do. | 13a| £10! Z10l|  cerscosst 
Do. do. do. | 15,505) £10 £5) | ee122,190.115| 
Sugar Companies. (| 
Persk Sugar Cultivation Co.Ld, 50 T50) 
China Sugar Refining Co. La, $100, £100 
Lazon Soger Refining Co, La S100: F100 
ning. | 
Sheridan Con. B. &M.0., La, 0 F100 £96.94191-19 
Ponjom Mining Co. La.’.. mie teal #¥131,596.84/81-12-06 
Do, pref. shares, alos $15,657.81|30- 9-86 
Jelebu Mining & Trading Co. Lal $51 § $86,781.00, 9- 
Reub A’lian Gold Min. Co, La. £1 13/10) \iite Prec er 
Decks, Wharves and Godorn i 
Peyd & Co., La., Founders! |1r100" too. 
Bega Co Ua Ordinary Freee 00} |F199,000,00) | 111,742.10, my 
©, Farmham & Co., La 100, F160) 1 356.981 ri 
Shui E. S. & Dock Co., La. ord, Foo, F100) 7273000), 118 356. Ma 
Do. Founders’ Ti00, 2109) ‘F14,916.64'5 None 
Hikong & W'pno Dock Co., Ld Bal 
Shanghai & H’kew Wharf Heri 
W'kong&K’loon Wh.&G.Co.,Lal ‘$50! Yelena 


Lands, 


Sh. Land Investment Co., La. 
kong Land Invest. &.Co. La. 
Kowloon Land& Building Co. La 
Humphreys Estate & F. Co, La. 


Fadustrial. 
Sunghai Gas Co. 
Major Brothers, 
Ewo Cotton Ep. 
Internationall 

% Laoui-kung mow Cotton § 











WkongCottons, W. 
S'bai Feather 

Tugs and Cargo Boats. 
Shanghai Tug Bost Co., La, 


&D.Co. 









Iku Tugond Lighter Co., Ld, 
Cargo Boat Co. La... 





CargoBoatCo., 
+ Mircellaneow 
Shanghai 









Sumati 


Do. 






J. Llewellyn & C 
Ball & Holts, La 
A.S, Wateon & Co. 
Boll's Achestos 
‘Agency, Ld. 
Hongke ig: Elecit 
Central Stores, La. 









La 


». EW. Co., Ld. 
ston Man. Co. Ld] 


Ching Flour Bill Co,, La. 
American Cigarette Co., La. 





ing Co., La. 





Lanigkat Tob.Co., Ld, 
New issue; 

Pazar Co., La, 
La. 


"Eastern 



















i 































70,000.00) '¥1,103.92) 
$1,250,000] $50,559. 
nove $266.12'3) 
$25,000.06) $519.29/31 
T100,000| | T13,854.19|3 


$32,474.07/31 








i 
T6,SL0.064 








| X80,530.93'31-1 
|esise,n1.02 34-4 


£125,000] 








$20 H 

Sluj $125,000) 

Fa) 

$8} none $8,119.93 20- 
15! $7,899.84 28- 








* For half year. + For year. 3 Interim dividend. 
Leprecintion J 


(cj Inevrsnce Fund, 


(a 


(gf Atsuming that they run fer the full tam. 


further cells of £1.10.0 per thare sixce paid, cover the deficit. (J) 


exchange is fixed at 78, 








1 Final dividad for Lusi 
Ce) Loare aptinet Exchot 








ss year. 


















419,12 1-97 
46% 24- 2.97 
yeur 
First year 
First year 
First year 


15-12-979£20.67) 
2-96 | £7.65] , 
%| 2- 3-97 |£16.00] 8.42 


















































§A deficit. (a) Exchuive of acorued inter 
sud Investment Fluctuations. (J) Bovus. 


(U), Cu the Set DecenLor lest, there were only £1.10.0 yer sbaze paid up, this, with the 


Com the right to the new issue at par. 


For all Dollar shares the 


J. P. BISSET & Co. 
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